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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: What doth Jehovah require 
of thee, but to do justly, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with thy God ?—Micah 6: 8. 


1. January 4.—Jesus and the Children . ge abel 30-41 ; 10 : 13-16 
2. January 11.—The Mission of the Seventy .. . «Luke zo : t 24 
3. January 18.—The Good Samaritan... ..... Luke 10 : 25-37 
4- Jan. 25.—-Serving Jesus . Luke 8 : 1-3; 9: 57-62; 10: 38-42 
5. February 1.—The nfriendly Neighbor ...... Luke 11 : 1-13 
6. February 8.—Darkness and Light .. . . . Luke1t: 14-26, 33-36 
7. February 15.—Christ’s Hatred of Shams . . . . Luke 11 : 37-54 
8. February 22.—Faith Destroying Fear ....... Luke 12 : 1-12 
g. March 1.—Trusting in Riches and ‘Trusting in God . Luke 12: 13-34 
10. March 8.—Watchfulness (Temperance Lesson) . . Luke 12 ; 35-48 
11. March 15.—The Lawful Use of the Sabbath . Luke 13: 10-17; 14:1-6 
12. March 22.—Lessons by the Way ......... Luke 13: 18-35 
13. March 29.—Review—Jesus the Great Teacher , 
% 
° 
Communion 


By William Norris Burr 


HE Lord Christ passed my humble 
cot : 
I knew him, yet [I knew him not; 
But, as I oft had done before, 
I hurried through my narrow door 
To touch his garment’s hem. 


He drew me to a place apart 

From curious crowd and noisy mart; 

And as I sat there at his feet 

I caught the thrill of his heart-beat 
Beyond his garment’s hem. 


Rare was the bread he broke for me, 
As wine the words he spoke to me— 
New life surged in, the old life died.... 
I cannot now be satisfied 

To touch his garment’s hem. 





A New Kind of Radiator 

Making ‘‘sunshine’’ that will spread into a mil- 
lion other lives is an occupation open to every man, 
whatever his other occupations may be. A Philadel- 
phia business man tells of the joy he has in riding in 
a certain trolley car, which he says has a ‘‘ Sunshine 
Radiatoi'’ at each end—a conductor who seizes every 
opportunity to help his passengers, and a motorman 
who whistles the wagons off the track, and waves a 


smile at the drivers as he passes. This business man 
is but one of many that have caught the message of 
this unusual kindness and its remarkable results, and 
he passed .it on to his hundreds of employees as an 
incentive toward a brighter atmosphere in their estab- 
lishment. It is a Christian's special privilege to be a 
Sunshine Radiator, and no corner is too obscure to be 
a starting place for infinite rays of light and joy. 


a 
Is Courtesy Enough? 


Courtesy is rightly counted a rare business 
asset. ‘It is tremendously worth while to take time 
to be courteous’’ is usually an important part of 
counsel to young men who are seeking success in 
business. But there is a test before which the most 
gracious politeness often fails. A Christian worker 
was once wrestling in prayer for a more real vision of 
Christ. His thoughts were turned toward the people 
he knew, to his friends, and to others whom he had just 


met, and he asked how he could serve them. The> 


startling answer came that he did not Jove these peo- 
ple as Christ loved him. He was outwardly courte- 
ous to them, but when they were not in some way 
attractive to him his real heart attitude was one of 
passive indifference. This man was convicted of the 
sin of indifference to others which before that day he 
had not'let his Lord reveal to him. When our in- 
tercourse with men pleases Christ, there will be, not 
less courtesy, but a love interest in them that will 
make our courtesy living and beautiful. 


Our Best Experiences Not in the Past 


Because of some of the perplexities of the present, 
and forebodings about the future, the past often seems 
to hold our final best experiences of joy and peace. 
There is hardly a more disheartening and common 
form of unfaith than this. We simply leave God out 
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of our reckoning when we look at life in that way. 
God does not grow less loving, less faithful ; our Lord 
Jesus Christ does not diminish with our growing 
needs ; the Holy Spirit is not less a comforter as our 
days of peculiar stress seem to bear more heavily. 
We may perhaps feel like joining with Job in his 
backward look, ‘‘Oh, that I were as in the months of 
old, as in the days when God watched over me,... 
when the Almighty was yet with me.'’ But the up- 
ward look and the forward look find countless causes 
for gratitude in the fact that we need not expect a 
diminishing experience in the life that God offers in 
his Son, but infinities uf blessing beyond our remem- 
brance; or our thinking or our asking. That is the 
threshold joy of every new Godward outlook, in every 
year, old or new. 
x 


When Truth is Unsafe 


Many a truth has been the occasion of disaster to 
God's children. This has happened when the truth 
has been applied in the wrong way, or at a wrong 
time. People have had their lives blessedly revolu- 
tionized by some precious truth from God, and then 
have let that very truth become a snare and a stum- 
bling-block to them. They have not held it in the 
right relation to other truths of God. And ‘‘truth 
taken out of God’s perspective becomes error.’ The 
man who says that, because he has been crucified with 
Christ, he can never sin again, sadly overlooks the 
Bible's revelation of the sinful nature of even cruci- 
fied, Spirit-filled human lives. We can be always 
kept from conscious sinning, but we are never in this 
life freed trom the possibility of such sinning. So of 
many another Scriptural truth to gain its whole bless- 
ing in safety we must make sure of God's own per- 
spective as given by his entire Word. When we do 
this, and abide in Him who is the Truth, even the 
Father of Lies cannot then misrepresent God's truth 
to us in such a way as to harm us. 
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The Variety of Christlikeness 


HERE is no commoner misunderstanding of the 
Christian life than that it tends to run all char- 
acters into a common mold. Men do think 

seriously of becoming Christians, and then there 
arises the dread that if they do there will be a lessen- 
ing of their individuality, and a discouragement of 
many characteristics which make life most interesting 
to them. The suspicion is deep and widespread that 
in the Christian life there is little use for those quali- 
ties which at present identify us and give us some grip 
on our own individuality, Men suspect that surrender 
to Christ will bleach out those uatural marks whose 
very existence makes life so interesting, and a 
colorless kind of existence seems to many to be 
offered in exchange for their present varied and well- 
marked life. 

There has been enough to justify this suspicion, 
even if there is not enough to justify a man’s giving 
way to it. Who has not seen men and women feel- 
ing that it was pleasing to God for them to surrender 
all their tastes, and to deny all their inclinations? It 
is said of Cardinal Newman, who was a passionate 
musician, that for quite a period of years he denied 
himself the pleasure of the violin, just because he 
cared for itso much. This is a sample of much that 
takes place in earnest and mistaken lives. The prin- 
ciple seems to be that the more distasteful anything is 
to us, and the more we dislike it, the more pleasing it 
will be to God. Yet when we come to face it, we can 
see no-possible pleasure to God in Newman's silent 
violin. -° Thomas ‘Yates tells of the conversion of a 
great jovial and hearty young man who had been the 
life of every circle through his buoyancy and spirits, 





but after his conversion all was changed, and not for 
the better in some respects. There was no more mer- 
riment or gaiety, but instead a heavy solemnity and a 
deliberate sacrifice of all joyousness.. Convinced that 
a Christian life ought to be different from his old life, 
he studiously cultivated everything that was most op- 
posite to his inclinatien, and the result was that he 
who had been the life of his little company before, 
now became a drag and discouragement. 

Against this perverted view of Christ's influence we 
need to set the great fact that when Christ is accepted 
aright, and not according to some conventional or tra- 
ditional view, of him, personality always becomes 
richer, more various and forceful than before. Ed- 
ward Payson, of Portland, said that he had been 
reading a great number of lives of persons notable 
for their usefulness, and that he had noticed that 
most of them had at first had very definite notions of 
just what they would like to be in life, but that none 
of them were worth much until they had given over 
insisting on this or that form of character which at- 
tracted them, and left it all to God as to what they 
were to be. After that they began to develop rapidly 
into their various personalities. Some one has lately 
called attention-to the large number of people who 
have been named after Edward Payson. It seems to 
be a fact that his personality took such hold that men 
have perpetuated his influence by giving his name to 
their children, But this was his idea of personality, 
that it came out and became marked and useful, not 
by copying some man, but by leaving it all to God 
what one was to be. 

Yet many Christians are dubious and hesitating in 
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their Christian lives because they have identified the 
Christian life too much with some particular type of 
Christian character, rather than with Christ himself. 
Some commanding Christian man in our neighbor- 
hood has made us try to have a Christianity just like 
his, but we find we cannot achieve it. We cannot de 
the same works that he does, or we fail td have just 
the same influence. Then we giow discouraged. It 
may be, too, that inwardly we would like to do things 
another way which would be more natural to us, and 
we feel that we are always forcing ourselves and are a 
little unnatural. God seems to have given a special 
blessing to some one type of character, and so we find 
ourselves copying that type. The result is that we 
cannot do it, and we may even come to be wearied of 
the whole effort. Men have despaired of living the 
Christian life just because it was not the life of Christ 
which was their goal, but the life of some marked 
Christian which they were making their pattern. In 
each neighborhood there is some prevailing type of 
religious character, and often it becomes tyrannical 
and cramping. New men come into the neighbor- 
hood, new lives are born, fresh careers are started, 
and there is a subtle, unconscious effort to make them 
all run into the one mold or judge them failures if 
they do not. From this come ali manner of needless 
disappointments and chafing. 

All men are to become Christlike, but no two men 
can become so in exactly the same way, nor does 
Christ seek to have them su. ‘‘ What shall this man 
do?"’ said Peter, pointing to John, and Christ's an- 
swer was that John’s future did not in the least affect 
or interfere with the plans he had for Peter. The 
company of the apostles was glorious because of the 
very differences amongst them, and when they were 
all set free at Pentecost each went his way, no longer 
trammelled and slavish with the feeling that he must 
conform to this or that type, but feeling that in trying 
to be like Christ new things were coming into his 
make-up,—things he had never suspected. Peter was 
never truly and wholly Peter until he found himself 
with all his heart trying to be like Christ. And what 
most accentuates any man's personality to-day is that 
he tries to be like his Master. Try to be like any 
great person whom you admire, and the result will be 
a faded and colorless one. You will be neither your- 
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self nor yourhero. So it is that much excellent char- 
acter is spoiled and many talents lost just through 
failing to put the main effort on’ being like Christ. 
Variety, and not sameness, is sure to be the result of 
conforming to him. 

An interesting instance of failure through copying 
a favorite model instead of using all one’s gifts with 
no other aim than to make them serve Ghrist is found 
in the life of St. Francis de Sales. Francis discovered 
that one of the other bishops had, out of intense ad- 
miration for himself, begun to imitate his preaching. 
When the chance came Francis said to him: ‘ You 
are spoiling yourself, and destroying one edifice to 
build up another contrary to all the rules of nature 
and art. If one could change one’s original con- 
formation, I would gladly accept yours. I am always 
trying to drive myself on, but the more I try the 
slower I go. I cannot rouse myself or others ; | toil 
and I sweat, and make no way, while you go on with 
full sails. You have more fire in the tip of your 
finger than I in my whole-body. Naturally you are 
as rapid im your flight as a bird, and now they tell me 
that you weigh your words and drag out your sen- 
tences, and weary your listeners to death.’’ Then 
the bishop went back gladly to the use of his own 
gifts. 

Christ never reproaches a disciple because he has 
not the gifts or the temperament of some other disci- 
ple. One of the beauties of the gospel is the variety 
of ways in which he let men and women serve him. 
He did not force all their service into one groove. He 
allowed many modes of approach. He rebuked his 
disciples when he found them trying to make men 
more like themselves instead of helping them to be 
more like him. When the earnest Christian servant 
finds some way to serve Christ which has stood him 
in good stead, he is almost certain to insist that other 
Christians shall feel just as he does about that method. 
In his over-zeal he is often found testing the reality 
of their devotion by their attitude toward his method. 
How they -can be striving for likeness to Christ, and 
yet not attach greater value to his own preferences, is 
for a time an enigma to him,.and he becomes censori- 
ous. Afterward it becomes a part of his joy to find 
that, while he can fulfil himself only in one way, 
Christ fulfils himself in many ways. 





F YOU are a member of the Pocket Testament 
League, thus carrying a Testament always with you 
and reading at least one chapter a day, the Editor 

of The Sunday School Times will appreciate a_ brief 
letter telling what personal spiritual blessing this prac- 
tise has brought to you. If you have enlisted others 
in the League, or have used it as a means of soul-win- 
ning, the Editor would like to know just how you did 
this, and why you recommend others’ taking up the 


same plan, 
a 
As to Games of Chance 


The playing of games has a large place in the life 
of to-day, and it is important to have a clear under- 
standing of what makes for the better tendencies, and 
what for the worse, in games. Recently discussing 
this question editorially The Sunday School Times said : 
‘While there are, of course, games of chance that are 
in themselves practically harmless, and that also are 
removed from the associations that tend to demoralize, 
nevertheless even such games do not really offer quite 
the same opportunity for healthy, profitable enjoyment 
that is found in games of skill.’’ A letter from a New 
England college professor objects to this position, and 
takes up the matter in an unusually interesting way : 


As asubscriber for over twenty years who generally finds 
your editorials and answers to questiors singularly illumina- 
ting, and based on deep vital principles, I want to protest 
against your editorial or “ Drawing a Line in Games”"’ (issue 
aT Mavcahes 29, 1913). It seems to me not so based in draw- 
ing the line at games of chance 

Chance, the cadence or falling of a die, is not outside the 
domain of scientific law nor of religious Providence. ‘lhe fall 
of a die is subject to mechanical laws, but so complex that the 
result cannot be foreseen in a particular case. And the defi- 
nition of chance, whether the ‘‘ chance variations.’’ of Darwin, 
or of the mathematician, is always the same—subject to laws 
of which our ignorance is such, cr laws of such complexity in 
operation, that we cannot foresee the outcome in the particu- 
lar case. So there is a large element of chance in the fall of a 
sparrow. Nevertheless, it is not without our Father whose 
pitying eye watches its downward flutters. 

There is an element of chance, then, in all life. Tosome it 
adds zest. ‘lo those who do not believe in an overruling Prov- 





idence it may add fear. But it is not immoral. Mining is.not 
a more immoral business because it has a larger element of 
chance in it than is in some others. ‘The immorality comes 
when we depend upon forces beyond our control or foresight 
to do our own work for us, or replace our own foresight. But 
in many games of chance there is an element of skill mixed 
with foresight, and it is not in the spirit of the game to depend 
on luck, but rather to ‘*‘ play the cards for all they are worth,” 
and use one’s own energies to their utmost. 

No, we must go deeper than the line between chance and 
skill. ‘The one who plays only games of skill may easily be 
conceited and selfish. We should play no game that we can- 
not play in the spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ, upon which we 
cannot ask his blessing, and which will leave either victor or 
vanquished worse off. I have played many a game of chess 
with my boys, and whether they won or I won, | have re- 
joiced to see their developing intellect and foresight and power 
of calculation. I would rather have them win, but I have 
tried to beat them as hard as | could, for I knew that was best 
for them. Asa father would play with his son, then, so should 
we play all games. 

How much better would the amusement side of life 
be if it were all dominated by the spirit shown in this 
father’s thoughtful letter. Both bitterness and empty 
frivolity would be done away with; and games would 
be made to serve their real end,—the refreshing and 
recreating of our lives. 

Yet, as was suggested in the editorial in question, 
the reason why many believe that the line between 
skill and chance is one of the lines that may helpfully 
form a basis for our choice of games, is that anything 
which tends to make chance a prominent: factor in 
our lives looks in an unhealthy direction ; while the 
using to the best advantage of the powersand abilities 
that are within our control tends to strengthen and 
develop us in a right direction. While it is unmis- 
takably true that what we call ‘*chance’’ is. subject 
to definite laws, and is under the knowledge and the 
control of our Heavenly Father, nevertheless, as the 
correspondent has stated, its laws are not, iin indi- 
vidual cases, within our knowledge and control. |The 
unwisdom, therefore, of choosing to bring in. chance 
when we might substitute skill lies in the fact that we 
then tend to do as the New England writer has..so 
well said, ‘«depend upon forces beyond our contro] or 
foresight to do our own work for us, or replace our 


_ throughout life. 
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own foresight."’ From this tendency 
to keep away as much as they reasonablycan. Espe- 
cially is it important that children and young people, 
in their formative years, should through their games 


‘ have their attention directed to skill rather than to 


chance as among the things to be reckoned with 

While skill does enter into games of chance, and 
chance enters into games of skill, yet it is evident that 
cHance is a prominent factor in the outcome of even 
skilfully played games of chance ; and the distinction 
between games of chance and of skill is a recognized 
and practical one. . 

It is true that the line between skill and chance is 
not the only line in games, There are other vital 
considerations. There are doubtless some games of 
skill more demoralizing than some games of chance. 
But does it not seem reasonable to believe that the 
less we have to do with the deliberate use of chance 
as a factor in life, and the more we have to do with 
the deliberate use of skill, the more serviceable we 
are likely to be to God and to our fellows ? 


x 
Do Missionaries Reach the Upper Classes ? 


It is a common criticism of Christian foreign mis- 
sions that the really leading and influential people of 
non-Christian countries are not much influenced by 
what we seek to send them. Is this true? Is it only 
the lower classes, perhaps naturally the more suscep- 
tible, who, like ‘*the common people’’in our Lord's 
day, hear him gladly? There would indeed be 
shining hope for any land of which ‘‘the common 
people’’ received the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour. But it is also strikingly true that the receiv- 
ing of the gospel to-day in non-Christian lands is not 
limited to the poorer and less educated classes of life. 
This is so well known now that the criticism fails to 
have the impressiveness that it may one time have 
had. Yet it is gocd to have ringing testimony to the 
truth here ; and The Sunday School Times is glad to 
publish the following letter from one whom its read- 
ers have already come to know and to value, an 
American missionary in China, the Rev, Charles E. 
Scott, of Tsingtau, Shantung Province : 


All missions in China are greatly impressed with the open- 


ings—trally marvelous—now before us to reach the upper, 


classes of China. Great cities everywhere are eager to receive 
the gospel, and the gentry are especially ready to listen, if the 
church will zow preach to them. 

.I have had such surprisingly pleasant and gratifying rela- 
tionships with these people, both in th ir own homes, and they 
coming to visit me and talk about and learn ‘* the Doctrine,” 
while planning also to help with their money and with the use 
of their compounds for schools. Would it not seem strange 
in America for old men, all their lifelong hostile to the gospel 
(through the prejudice of ignorance), men who had never been 
outside their little peasant village or their walled city, even 
though they were men of the learning of their land, suddenly 
to resolve to take a long journey and dwell many weeks at 
their own expense, in a strange city, just to learn the Doctrine 
and carry it back to their own people? Such is now the situ- 
ation in China? 


This letter is just a foretaste of a special article 
which Mr. Scott has written for the readers of The 
Sunday School Times, and which is to appear in an 
early number. In it he presents facts which would 
have seemed incredible a generation ago. The un- 
precedented victories of the gospel during the tour of 
Dr. John R. Mott and Mr. Sherwood Eddy, in the 
year just closed, as the Government students of China 
were swept by the power of God into such a vision of 
Christ as they had never before had, will be recounted 
in this article by Mr. Scott ; and the whole message 
is one that stands for the epoch-making day of Chris- 
tian missions in which we are privileged to live. If 
readers of the Times have friends who, like many 
sincere people to-day, genuinely doubt the appeal of 
missions to the leaders in non-Christian lands, the 
coming article will be specially worth bringing to their 
attention. 


ix 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Heavenly Father : We crave the enthusiasm of life, 
an enthusiasm warm and invincible. Fix our minds on 
the great things. Let not our energies be chained 

down to mere food and clothes, nor burnt up in the pursuit of 
the petty and cheap. Make us alive to the majesty of clouds 
and sunshine, and yet more to. the dignity and the drama of 
human lives. Make it a joy to us to evoke a smile on the face 
of a child. Beget within us a fond concern for people, a yearn- 
ing for human welfare, a lively interest in those who come into 
touch with us,—even the careless, the ignorant, and the way- 
ward. Lord, teach us the splendors of life ; show us concealed 
values ; stir us to the high privilege of ministries. Give us to 
see what hidden glories walk side by side with us in drab dis- 
guise. So distil Christ's love and compassion within us that 
we shall be attracted to every person we meet, and shall be 
able to touch human hearts into new life, and inspire: their 
minds to good. 
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A “Holy Experiment ” at Coatesville 


Why these steel works have no “labor problem” 





By William L. Pettingill 


> 








HAT William Penn would have characterized as 
a ‘tholy experiment’’ has been working. out 
for the past year at Coatesville, Pennsylvania, 
the town of iron and steel. 

In July, 1912, after a rather quiet period, business 
began to ‘‘brisk up,’’ and for a time there was great 
difficulty to find enough men to do the work so sud- 
denly required to meet the increasing orders, The 
superintendent of the Lukens Iron and Steel Com- 
pany's big plant wasin despair, There was especially 
a scarcity of unskilled laborers,—there is need of 
many of these about a rolling-mill. 

Now, the Lukens Company is well-known asa great 
enterprise controlled by Christian men, The great 
bulk of its stock is owned by A, F. and C, L, Huston, 
president and vice-president of the company. The 
latter of these brothers particularly is widely known 
as a leader in Christian work, being chairman of the 
Pennsylvania State Committee of the Young Men's 
Christian Association, and also chairman of the 
(Northern) Presbyterian General Assembly's Evan- 
gelistic Committee, succeeding in this latter position 
the late John H. Converse, of Philadelphia. The 
Lukens Company was founded in 1810, the first con- 
cern to manufacture boiler-plate in the United States, 
and it bears the name of its founder, who was the 
grandfather of the present owners. 

The chief of police for the Lukens works is Alfred 
S. Jackson, an enthusiastic and fruitful Christian 
worker, It was at his suggestion that the ‘holy 
experiment’’ began. Tothe superintendent, William 
Hamilton, he proposed a visit to the Philadelphia 
Rescue Missions to offer employment to the men 
found in those places. Mr. Hamilton agreed to this, 
and on July 20 of last year Mr. Jackson went to the 
Inasmuch Mission, in Philadelphia. At the close of* 
a meeting he made his proposition to all the men 
there, whether professedly Christian or not, that if 
they were willing to work the Lukens Company would 
give them employment. 

Twenty-four men responded to the invitation, and 
accompanied Mr. Jackson to Coatesville that night. 
A few days later a second gang followed, consisting of 
forty-seven men. During the year that has foilowed 
over eight hundred men have found their way to 
Coatesville from the Inasmuch and the Galilee Mis- 
sions of Philadelphia, and have been set to work in 
the Lukens mills. 


Finding a Home for 800 Castaways 

Of course it will be remembered that work in a roll- 
ing-mill is no child’s play; it is real work. And 
when, too, it is remembered that these ‘‘ down-and- 
outs’’ from the rescue missions include men ‘from 
every walk of life, many of them from the professions 
not demanding heavy manual labor ; and, further- 
more, that a large number of them are broken in 
health through their slavery to sin, the nature of the 
‘*experiment’’ as such becomes evident. 

What has been the result? Wait a moment: let 
that come a little Jater. 

As these men came pouring into Coatesville a 
problem was at once presented as to where they were 
to obtain boarding-places. They were not particu- 
larly ‘*desirable,’’ of course, and there had been no 
opportunity for them to ‘‘make good:’’ Then, too; 
the boarding-houses already established were far from 
empty. Altogether it seemed almost impossible to- 
take care of the new-comers. 

What was to be done? It would never do to turn 
them back, for they were ‘‘ invited guests.’’ 

Mr. Jackson had another inspiration. Why not 
establish a place especially for these men? He went 
with his suggestion to Mr. Charles Huston, who is 
general manager of the works, as well as vice-presi- 
dent of the company. It was proposed to let the men 
from the missions have a home that should be theirs, 
where they could be looked after and cared for in a 
sympathetic atmosphere. _ Not all the men were pro- 
fessing Christians by any means, but some were, and 
all had heard the gospel in the missions. And for 
the most part they were weak, and in need of con- 
stant attention and help from somebody who cared. 

The result of this was ‘* The Lukens Mission Board- 
ing-House.’’ The old Lukens homestead, adjoining 
the mills, was fitted up, a shower-bath house being 
added to it, and other improvements were made to 








In a recent issue of the Philadelphia North 
American appeared this news item: 


COATESVILLE, Pa., Dec. 25. 

Yuletide prevailed here to-day as it never did before, 
and much of the a ye is attributed to a *‘ saloon- 
less Coatesville."’ here was not one family here but 
hada happy Christmas and a bountiful dinner. The 
os — "were overwhelmed with candy and other 
goodies. 

C. L. and A. F. Huston, ironmasters, invited all the 
children of the town to their homes, and they were 
Seapenses with gifts that aggregated thousands of 

jollars.... 

Not a drunken man was seen on the streets be-Say. 
Real estate agents declare that not one tenant 1s in 
arrears in rent, something that has not occurred ina 
year in borough history. 

The town is rejoicing to-night, because it has no 
criminal cases on the next court’s records, and mer- 
chants declare the biggest holiday business ever, 
although the industries have not been running so 
regularly this year as last. 


But something has happened at Coatesville be. 
side the driving out of the saloon. Mr. Pettingill’s 
remarkable story of what has come into Coates- 
ville is a thrilling call to Christian business men 
and employers of labor to fight evil, not alone by 
driving out, but by letting Some One in—even 
Christ. 








render the old house useful for the purpose ; and the 
new workers were sheltered and fed there. The house 
has a capacity sufficient to accommodate forty persons 
at a time, and it is full nearly all the time. As the 
new arrivals come in from time to time, some who 
have been there long enough to become strong vacate 
their rooms and find homes elsewhere. 

The front parlor of the house was fitted up asa 
reading-room in the day-time and a meeting-room in 
the evening ; and for several months after the begin- 
ning of the work meetings were conducted by Mr. 
Charles Huston himself, assisted by his wife, a woman 
full of faith, and fruitful in every good work. Mr. 
Huston preaches the real gospel, and Mrs. Huston is 
indeed ‘‘a help meet for him.’’ The nightly meet- 
ings are now discontinued, but meetings are held 
weekly, and there is a ‘‘daily gospel environment 
and Christian consciousness’’ about the place that is 
positively inspiring. 

Mr. Jackson is in charge of the Mission Boarding 
House. I asked him how many of the men had made 
good, ‘*How large a proportion of the men have 
made it worth while to bring them here?’’ was my 
question, 

‘*We have had over eight hundred of these men 
here during the past year,’’ he replied. ‘It is con- 
servative to state that over half of them have made 
good.”’ 

Mest of the men, Mr, Jackson went on to say, 
were not. even professing Christians when they ar- 
rived. And the greater share of them were from 
Roman Catholic families, and this made the work 
difficult: But there were many causes for thanks- 
giving. 

A heipful element in the present situation is that 
the saloons of the town are now closed, which make 
the temptations fewer, and helps greatly in the work 
among the men. The Sunday School Times recently 
contained an article from Mr. Huston himself, show- 
ing -‘* How Coatesville Went Dry.’’ May Coatesville 
remain dry ! 

Then I asked) Mr, Jackson to tell me about the 
**converts’’: how many of them showed the real 
work of God in their lives, and maintained their in- 
tegrity and testimony. 


Would the ‘‘ Down-and-Outs ” Stick ? 

His face lighted up at once, ‘*Why,’’ he said, 
‘«while we have had some disappointments, I may 
say that most of these men have done splendidly. 
Some of them have stumbled, and some have left us; 
but many who have stumbled have recovered their 
standing, and of those going away many have come 
back again.’ By these experiences these men have 
learned of their own weakness, and of their need of 
Christ's strength to make them stand. 

At least seven families, separated through sin, 
have been reunited as the result of the Mission 
House work. I talked with some of these families. 

For example, there is the Bridegam (pronounced 
Biti’-de-gam) family. William L. Bridegam is fifty- 
four years old. He is a first-class skilled butcher. 


But for fifteen vears he was a hopeless drunkard. 
During those years he spent practically all his time in 
the Philadelphia House of Correction, having been 
committed perhaps half a hundred times for drunken- 
ness. It was impossible for his wife and family to 
live with him, and for fear of their lives they were 
obliged to barricade the door against him whenever 
he was out of jail. He came to the Mission House 
when it was first established. He found the Lord 
there, and became a transformed man. When he 
first communicated with his family after his conver- 
sion they could not believe his story. And when his 
son came to Coatesville to see him, he exclaimed, 
‘«Why, father, is it possible? I never expected to 
see you again out of the stripes.’ Blessed be God, 
that father had found sew stripes, even the stripes by 
which he was healed. Well, William Bridegam is 
God's man now, and he and his wife and daughter, 
happily reunited, are the housekeepers in the ‘‘ Lukens 
Mission Boarding House."’ 

John McKee, formerly a railroad man, is the jani- 
tor of the house. He has a wife in Colorado, with 
whom he has become reconciled, and they will be re- 
united, 

Then there is Michael Lynch, and there is Dennis 
McConnell. Time would fail me to tell of these men 
with their triumphs of faith. And there are many 
others, unnamed here, but whose names one has 
reason to believe are ‘‘ registered in heaven."’ 

Not all the Lukens Mission men are from the city 
rescue missions, although the great mass of them are. 
John Ibbs is an exception. Being out of work seven 
months ago, he tramped it to Coatesville. He was ar- 
rested there and put into the borough lock-up over 
night. When he was released, he was directed to the 
Lukens Mission, where he turned to the Lord. After 
remaining a short time he left, but after a few weeks 
he turned up again. He told me that he felt safer in 
the Lukens Mission House than anywhere else. He 
is employed on the ‘stocking gang,’’ and the fore- 
man says that John Ibbs can have a job as long as he 
wants it. 

It would seem that the ‘‘holy experiment’’ was 
worth while. 


What was Done with the ‘* Race Problem ”’ 

But there are other things to be told. Coatesville 
has a ‘race problem'’ of its own. Large numbers 
of negroes are employed in the Lukens and other 
mills, and these negroes have sometimes been trouble- 
some to the authorities. ‘They are less troublesome 
since Coatesville ‘‘ went dry,’’ and I want to tell how 
the negroes themselves helped to rid Coatesville of 
the licensed liquor traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs, Huston attended the Presbyterian 
General Assembly of i912 at Louisville, Kentucky. 
Mrs. Huston, who is a Georgian, became’ much inter- 
ested in some work going on in Louisville in behalf 
of the negroes. ‘The result was that when they re- 
turned North she and her husband undertook similar 
work at home, They organized a Sunday morning 
Bible school for negroes in the east end of Coates- 
ville, securing the use of one of the negro thurch 
buildings for the purpose. Our friend, Chief Jack- 
son, is superintendent, and Isaac Thompson, the 
Lukens labor boss, is secretary of this school. Jack- 
son and Thompson are themselves brands plucked 
from the burning, and’ know the meaning of real sal- 
vation. 

The teaching in this school is done by Mr. and 
Mrs. Huston. One result of this work is that when 
the line-up was formed against the saloons’this year 
the great majority of the negroes in Coatesville signed 
the remonstrances, though in former years they have 
been mostly recorded on the other side of the fight. 

Another beautiful thing I feund at Coatesville. A 
great mass of foreigners are employed at the mills. 
Mr. Huston felt the burden of these souls upon him, 
and something like five years ago he started a Sun- 
day-school for them. This school was located in a 
large loft built for the purpose in the new electrical 
warehouse. Later another building was erected for 
the summer sessions of the school—a pavilion that 
can be opened on all sides to admit the breezes. This 
school has over five hundred members enrolled. 
‘*Al’’ Jackson is superintendent here also, assisted 
by «‘Ike'’ Thompson, and Mr. and Mrs. Huston are 
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here to do the teaching. When the school began, 
Mr. Huston could address the school only through an 
interpreter, or by means of lantern-slides. But the 
Hungarians, Slavs, and others are learning English 
rapidly, and the interpreter is no longer necessary. 
It is an inspiring experience to see the work of the 
Lord going on here. 4 

An attractive feature of this school is the ‘‘ Lukens 
Band," of thirty-three pieces. Many men were found’ 
in the mill, mostly among the foreigners, who pos- 
sessed musical talent. These were brought together 
and put under the Jeadership of John Vanderslice, an 
old and tried Christian employee, who, as one man 
declared, ‘‘can play any instrument in the band.,"’ 
A fine set of instruments and a full outfit of uniforms 
has been presented by Mr. Huston, and the band 
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discourses sweet music to the glory of God in the 
Sunday afternoon Bible school, The band is also in 
great demand for service elsewhere, but great care is 
exercised that in all it does it may be pleasing to God. 

All this may be considered as summing up the 
**holy experiment’’ at Coatesville. There seems to 
be no ‘‘labor problem’’ at the Lukens works—noth- 
ing is heard of ‘the conflict between capital and 
labor’’ or ‘‘ the grievances of the downtrodden work- 
ingman.’’ It may be that here we have an example 
of God's way of solving the problem of labor and cap- 
ital. Surely, it is a wholesome sight, and there is 
something about it that causes one to yearn that such 
‘*holy experiments ’’ as the one in Coatesville may be 
tried elsewhere. 

WILMINGTON, DEL. 





How the Deanes Settled a Difficulty 


What version of the Bible should we use? 








HE Deane family all go to Sunday-school, from 
grandfather and grandmother down to little five- 
year-old Joe ; and they have a way of carrying 

the Sunday-school home with them, where it is kept 
prominently in their thought and interest all through 
the week. 

During recent months the memorizing of Bible 
verses has been urged by the Superintendent of the 
Sunday-school which the Deanes attend, and the en- 
tire family has adopted the plan suggested. Each 
one is giving more or less time each day to storing the 
inind with ‘the wonderful words of life."’ 

But a problem has confronted them. Shall they 
memorize from the good old King James version, 
from which the older folks have been feeding all their 
lives, or shall they use the American Standard ver- 
sion, which they are told isthe more accurate trans- 
lation of the original? Sometimes they are called 
upon to repeat certain passages ‘‘in concert.’’ Shall 
some of them pronouncea blessing upon the man who 
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, while 
others are declaring that ‘‘blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the wicked?" 

‘¢It seems like a small matter,’’ said Grandfather 
Deane one day. ‘‘One ought to be able to easily 
substitute the word ‘wicked’ for the word ‘ungodly,’ 
but somehow it is wof so easy for an old man like me. 
That rather bright necktie that Robert is wearing 
looks all right on him, but I couldn't wear it and be 
comfortable ; and somehow that word ‘ungodly’ 
seems to me to be so fitted into the first Psalm that I 
am sure to stumble if I try to change it to ‘ wicked.’ 
Perhaps we old folks would better stick to the good 
old ‘Authorized’ as we cling to our old-style neck- 
wear, and let the young folks tackle the changed 
phrasing of the ‘American Standard’ if they want to."’ 

‘¢] trip even more when we get to the second verse 
of that Psalm,’’ said gentle-voiced grandmother. ‘I 
have been saying so long, ‘But his delight is in the 
law of the Lord,’ that it is like climbing a mountain, 
and over a new trail, too, to try to say, ‘ But hisydelight 
is in the law of Jehovah.’ And the dear old Twenty- 
third Psalm ! How can I ever learn to say ‘ Jehovah 
is my shepherd ; I shall not want.’ It is such a— 
a mouthful/ 1 don’t mean to be irreverent, but I 
don’t seem to be so well acquainted with Jehovah as 
I am with the Lord.”’ 

‘¢On the other hand,’’ said the present head of the 
household, ‘‘the American Standard is the more ac- 
curate translation—most decidedly so in some cases. 
For instance, last Sunday morning, when our good 
pastor was reading the eighth chapter of Romans 
from the Authorized Version, I was following the 
reading with my American Standard, and when he 
came to the sixteenth verse I thought how much 
better it is to use the personal pronoun ‘him* when 
referring to the Holy Spirit than the impersonal ‘it.’ 
The American Standard rendering of that verse fits 
my conception of the Holy Spirit as the Authorized 
rendering does not: ‘The Spirit Azmself beareth wit- 
ness with our spirit that we are children of God.’ ’’ 

A few days later, as the family were gathered about 
the table for the evening meal, Mr. Deane said : 

‘*T have been reaching out for help to enable us to 
decide concerning the version of the Scriptures to 
use when memorizing Bible verses. I wrote the 
other day to Dr. Torrey, down at the Bible Institute, 
and to-day I received his reply. And here is what 
Dr. R. A. Torrey has to say about it: 


By William Norris Burr 





*¢«TIn reply to your letter of szecent date I would say, 
that you ask a very difficult question. On the one 
hand, there can be little question that the American 
Standard Version of the New Testament is in most 
places a more accurate translation of the original than 
the Authorized Version ; and as we believe that the 
Scriptures as originally given were the Word .of God, 
of course we desire as accurate a translation as pos- 
sible, and for that reason it would seem as if we should 
memorize the American Standard Version. 

*«¢On the other hand, the Authorized Version, con- 
sidering all circumstances, is a remarkably accurate 
version, and the wonder is that there are so few 
changes in the Revised, and that so many of these 
changes that are made are not of vital importance. 
Furthermore, many have been familiar with the King 
James version from childhood, and are naturally ex- 
tremely fond of the precise words in which they orig- 
inally learned the Scriptures, and which are precious 
to them because of the definite personal blessing they 
have received from them. For example, take the 
Twenty-third Psalm, to which you specifically refer : 
most of us have known this Psalm as it occurs in the 
Authorized Version from early childhood, and it is 
very dear to us in just the way we originally learned 
it. The changes in it for the most part are not of 
any great significance, not of sufficient importance for 
us to confuse ourselves at all by learning it in a new 
way. 

‘«¢ Personally, I have for the most part memorized 
both versions; that is to say, I have memorized be- 
sides the King James version the important changes, 
However, I think if I were to begin anew I should 
memorize the American Standard, and I am inclined 
to think that is best for children and young people. 
I have memorized some books of the Bible from the 
American Standard Version. 

‘«*T am afraid this letter is not definite enough to 
be satisfactory, but it is the best I can do,’"’ 

‘«Even Dr. Torrey does not urge that one version 
should be adopted to the exclusion of the other,’’ 
smiled Mrs. Deane, as her husband folded the letter. 
‘*I am inclined to think we would better follow his 
suggestion, however, and memorize from both ver- 
sions; and, when we repeat passages ‘in concert,’ let 
the leader designate which version we shall repeat, 
sometimes putting us through a little drill work in 
both."’ at oes 

And, as is usually the case in the Deane family, it 
was ‘‘mother’s’’ wise word that settled the matter for 
them. 

Pomona, CAL. 


Dr. R. A. Torrey’s letter to ‘*‘ Mr. Deane,”’ although not 
written to the father of the Deane family whose experi- 


ence is told here, is an actual copy of his letter to the . 


author of this story, whose Sunday-school was meeting 
the question of which version to use in their Bible memo- 
rizing work. 


What a to be a real revival in Scripture memo- 
rizing has been noticed in recent years. Perhaps no other 
influence has been so used in stimulating this movement 
as The Bible Success Band, which is a world-wide or- 
ganization of those who plan to commit to memory a verse 
of Scripture each day. An attractively printed booklet is 
issued each year, containing the calendar of verses to be 
memorized. The year-book for 1914 includes brief mes- 
sages from Charles M. Alexander, S. D. Gordon, J. Wilbur 
Chapman, and others, together with several appropriate 
hymns, and is bound with an illuminated cover. Copies 
may be ordered from The Sunday School Times Company 
at ten cents each. 


If you are a member of The Bible Success Band, or if 
you have been committing its Scripture passages to mem- 
ory, the Editor of The Sunday School Times will appre- 
ciate a brief letter telling what personal spiritual blessing 
this memorizing of Scripture has brought to you. 


JANUARY 10, 1914 


What “ Minute Men” Did for a 
Church Prayer-Meeting 


By the Rev. Samuel D. Price, A.M., B.D. 


T IS very easy to have a mission study class in 
every church without taking an extra moment of 
time. This class can review each month the en- 

tire work of the church abroad, and every two years 
can complete a more detailed study of each particular 
home and general foreign field. The foreign mission 
board of each denomination is urging that the 
** monthly concert of missions’’ be observed. That 
is, that at a fixed prayer-meeting each month the sub- 
ject of missions be the topic. Some churches follow 
such a plan. Most do not, because they think the 
result will be a burden in preparation and a failure in 
the outcome. There is a way that is even easy, will 
enlist the hearty co-operation of as many people as 
that church has fields of activity abroad, and the 
audience will be so pleased with the result that they 
will gladly enlarge their prayers and increase their 
gifts. Meanwhile the pastor will truly lead the meet- 
ing and take a minor part as a speaker. 

At the beginning of the year, whether civil or fiscal, 
appoint what may be called ‘* Minute Men,"’ each of 
whom is to be the spokesman for a year for a particu- 
lar country. At each monthly missionary meeting 
that person is to present a one-minute talk concerning 
the work in that country. One minute need not be 
the exact time allowed, though the success of the plan 
depends in part on the brevity of all the .speakers. 
A careful scanning of the newspapers during the month 
will be sure to furnish some item about the country, 
or an extract from a missionary letter may be given. 
The annual report of the foreign board will be splen- 
did when thus dissected. The pastor can cut up his 
own report, and give each ‘‘ minute man’”' the portion 
that treats of the respective country that he represents, 
The fact that the same person speaks about the one 
field twelve times will enable him to treat that field 
from many viewpoints. The physical condition of the 
country can be stated, its educational, evangelistic, 
and medical work can be taken up in turn. 

Every church should possess a missionary map of 
the world. This can be purchased for not more than 
five dollars. Each month this map should be hung 
in front of the audience. At one meeting each speaker 
can come to the map and point to the country as it is 
considered. The pastor could do the pointing, but it 
would be better to have one of the boys—and boys 
will revel in such a meeting—point to the field under 
consideration, It is a question if many members, or 
even the elders in a church, could name the countries 
where their own church is active. By this plan they 
will learn without any effort. For example, in a 
Presbyterian church there will be ‘‘ minute men’’ for 
South America, Mexico, Syria, Persia, Turkey, Siam 
and Laos, China, Japan, Korea, Philippine Islands, 
and Africa,—eleven in all, South America could be 
subdivided, as could China, India, or even Persia, 
into eastern and western. Too much minutia is to 
be avoided, however. 

Part One of the meeting can consist of the roll call 
by the pastor. This can be varied. Call by coun- 
tries, by name of speaker, in the reverse order from 
last time, without regard to order, call the country 
last which is the subject for Part Two of the meeting. 
Ask for a hymn after three have spoken ; give oppor- 
tunity for frequent prayer. You will find that the 
people will be as eager to have a part as the appointed 
speakers. This plan is being followed for the third 
successive year in the Calvary Presbyterian Church, 
Camden, New Jersey. Volunteers were called for at 
the close of the second year, and over half of the 
countries were asked for at the close of that particular 
meeting. The names of the speakers are occasionally 
printed in the church calendar, or even sent to the 
daily press interwoven in an article about the coming 
prayer-meeting. When the time came for the twelfth 
message, last year, the pastor wrote a note to each of 
the eleven ‘‘ minute men,’’ though some were ‘‘ min- 
ute women,’’ and thanked them for their help during 
the year. It was also suggested that it would be a 
pleasure to have them take part in any prayer-meeting 
during the year. 

(Continued on page 32) 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 25 (Luke8 : 1-3; 9: 57-62; 10 : 38-42) 
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as Wet I' ve seen a sight !"’ 
Cousin America Towle came toiling bulkily 
up the Stranger’s front path. Her copious 
draperies of starched calico ballooned about her, mak- 
ing her even bigger, and Cousin America Towle did not 
need to be made bigger. 

««T've seen a sight !"’ 

The Stranger was waiting with eager welcome. She 
had seen a sight also—Cousin America Towle balloon- 
ing up the sleepy village street. 

‘*No, ¢#zs chair—and this fan. It's warm, isn’t 
it? I didn’t mean to say that! But I believe we'd 
talk of the weather in the other world—it’s born in 
‘.. ‘ 

‘*I hope you wouldn't say, ‘It’s warm, ain't it?’"’ 
laughed Cousin America Towle. ‘+ Not to me, in any 
world but this! It's bad enough here. My, you've 
got a nice cool porch to be hot on! What was it I 
started out to say to you ?’’ 

‘*A sight—you'd seen a sight.’’ 

‘“‘Oh, yes,—well, I have seen one. And of all 
places to see it in—in the minister's back yard! I'll 
fan a spell, aw’ then I'll teil you. I said to myself, 
‘America Towle, you go tell somebody ; you'll feel 
better. Talkin’ cools you down.”’ 

‘*So you came here—oh, I’m glad you came here! 
I was having another lonesome.’’ 

Cousin America Towle reached out a tender hand, 
plump with tenderness. She knew about the 
Stranger’s ‘‘lonesomes.'’ Poor dear! The Stranger's 
name no longer belonged to her, but it clung as 
names will in small provincial neighborhoods. Two 
years ago she had come to Freedom Center to try to 
bury in its drowsy sweetness and quiet her stricken 
soul. She had meant to spend only the summer 
months in Cousin America Towle's little home where 
board had been advertised. But she was still in 
Freedom Center—in a home of her own now. 

Cousin America Towle’s name was as much of an 
anomaly as the Stranger’s. She was ‘‘cousin’’ to no 
soul on earth, so far as she knew. No one could 
have explained the origin of that cousinly name, and 
surely no one would ever know the end of it. Be- 
cause she was kind and tender and loved all Freedom 
Center, bore all its troubles, scolded all its short- 
comings,—that may have been why she was Cousin 
America Towle. 


” HERE !—yes, out in the minister’s back yard, 
half an hour ago. Let me tell the whole story 
first, because it needs the—the context. Ain't 

that what you call the etcetery ? There's a number o’ 
contextses—it’s bein’ wash-day, bein’ ten o’ clock in the 
mornin’, when the wash ought to be out on the line, 
an’ her bein’ the minister's wife. If you're goin’ to 
be a minister's wife you’ ve got to set examples. Now 
there’s Dulcie Hearn on the other side of the pars’ nage 
—me on one side an’ her on the other, you know. 
Weil, if anybody the Lord ever created needs bein’ 
set examples to it's Dulcie—little young thing, as 
flighty asa bird! Needs considerable example, too, 
to make her hang Gifford Hearn's shirts on the line 
in decent season Monday mornin’. Well, there ain't 
one of Giff'’s shirts there ye¢!’’ 

Cousin America Towle sat back and fanned hard. 
She was actually concerned about this thing that she 
had seen in the minister's back yard. The Stranger, 
watching her concerned face, smiled slightly, Dear 
Cousin America Towle! 

‘She was sittin’ on that settee out there that's 
made out of the headboard of Harriet Putnam's spare 
bed that wouldn’t stand on four legs another ninute, so 
Harriet give it to the pars’nage. The mini .ter’s wife 
was out there with the whole mess o’ littl. ministers 
round her, lookin’ up words in a dictionary or mebbe 
it was a cyclopedia! They were all as i: erested as 
so many peas in a pod.’’ It did not appear to occur 
to Cousin America Towle that any especial degree of 
‘‘ interest’? was not to be expected in peas in a pod, 
that one would surely think led an uneventful and un- 
interesting existence. 

‘*You never saw such puttin’ of heads together ! 
An’ the minister's shirts in the tub waitin’ to be 
washed! Nota stitch o’ clothes on the line, an’, my 
dear,'’— the troubled voice halted for emphasis, ‘* my 
dear, the breakfast dishes in the sink, I haven't a 





doubt. She hangs her towels to dry my side o’ the 
house,—I will say the minister's wife is particular 
about her dish-towels,—an’' they weren't hangin’ there 
so’s you could see'em. NowTI don't know how it 
strikes you, but it strikes me ard. I've been so 
anxious for Freedom to keep this minister, but Free- 
dom’s awful fussy about its minister's wires.’’ 

««She seems such a sweet little mothery creature,’’ 
murmured the Stranger. ‘I look at her profile all 
church-time.’’ 

‘She's got the loveliest face!’’ cried the caller 
heartily. ‘*It would look beautiful framed, with the 
minister's baby,—I'd rather have it than any o’ your 
Roman Madonnas. But the clothes ain't out, an’ 
she’s there on Harriet Putnam's headboard studyin’ 
the dictionary,—anyway, I left her there. I've no 
idea anything’s dusted, either. Mis’ Deacon Eph- 
raim Gifford called there the other day, an’ wrote her 
name in the minister's dust, —I’m sorry, but she did. 
It takes considerabie dust to write her married name; 
sie won't ever leave the Deacon out. She says she 
rubbed the name out again, but I don’t know but she 
ought to left it. ‘Deacon’ would have been awful 
terrifyin’ to me if I'd found it written in my own dust! 
I mean if I'd been the minister's wife."’ 

The Stranger suddenly rose. She was actually 
smiling, and the act transfigured her sad face. 


* LEASE excuse me while I goin and dust !'’ she 
said. ‘I'll do it as fast as I can,—and I'll 
bring you out acup of tea when I get through. 

No—no! You are not going a step home!’' She 

caught pleadingly at Cousin America Towle’s hand. 

‘You are going to stay right here and spend the day 

with me,—please, dear! I meed somebody so to 

spend the day with me, and I need her name to be 
you! You know very well you can stay as well as 
not. Confess you can! Isn't your wash out ?’’ 

‘«My, dear, it’s 22 / It was dry at nine o’clock.’’ 

‘And your dusting all done as neat as a pin?’’ 
persisted this new and smiling Stranger. 

‘*Well—I usually dust twicetthis time o’ drought—”’ 

‘Once is enough. Oh, stay, dear, and help me 
through—through my day.'’ There was no longer 
any smiling on the gentle face. Cousin America 
Towle read the story of that face. The Stranger, poor 
dear, had so many ‘‘days'’ to be helped through. 
So this was another anniversary. 

‘** I'll stay,’’ she said, tenderly. 
from grumblin’ at folks.’’ 

In the waning of the long afternoon who should 
call on them but the minister's little wife—she came 
up th¢ path, with a little minister on each hand. 

‘The hymn-book says ‘ yield not to temptation,’ 
and I’m yielding,’’ shesaid. ‘‘ But you two asked so 
smoothing, up here on this porch! I needed to be 
smoothed—ask Dwight and Phoebe. Mother's been 
cross, hasn't she, kiddies ?’’ 

‘*1 don’t believe you were ever cross in your life !"’ 
asserted Cousin America Towle. 

‘‘She never!’’ beamed Dwight, the little boy- 
minister, and then subsided into immediate shvness. 
The other child patted lovingly the mother who never 
was Cross, 
ee 


‘* You'll keep me 


ELL, I ve been lazy, anyway! You won't ask 
me about my washing, will you? I wouldn't 
have anybody know it wasn’t hung out till 

three o'clock. And the minister hung it out then— 

But, honest to goodness, as my old uncle used to say, 

the beds are all made! In time to tuck the kiddies 

into, anyway,—oh, this coolness and this smoothness! 

I'm doing all the talking, but I'll keep right on, if 

you don’ t—mind—till I run down! Then I'll stop. 

I ought not to beup here on this porch. We started 

for the store to get a yeast-cake."’ 

**Send one o’ the babies—it’s just a little ways,’’ 
suggested Cousin America Towle. But the minister's 
wife shook her head slowly. 

‘*No, we'll all go, in a minute."" Shelowered her 
voice. ‘*I don't let any of the children do errands. 
It would help, but I can’t let them listen to the 
loungers’ talk. They're sure to say something unfit, 
and there are always loungers there, a/ways. When 
I'm with the children they keep quiet. I'd rather 
go, too,*if I have to go on my knees !"” 

The soft face flushed. ‘‘I want so to keep my 


The Mother Who Had a Chance 


When the housekeeping of the minister's wife was in question By Annie Hamilton Donnell 





babies clean. It is hard work, and that’s the way a 
good deal of it has to be done—on my knees."’ 

The Stranger was preparing to go into the house. 
She stood in the doorway, her sad, dark face very 
thoughtful. Now she held up her hand. 

‘*Don't talk any more till 1 come back—I don't 
want to lose it. I am going in to make you a cup of 
tea—in my thinnest china cup. Cream or lemon ?"’ 

‘Cream, please. I am old-fashioned in my cups ! 
May the kiddies go down there in the grass and play 
dress up daisies ?’’ 

T WAS beautifully ‘“smoothing’’ out on the 
Stranger’s wide porch, and the Stranger's cup of 
tea in a lovely fragile cup was the crowning rest. 

The minister's wife sipped and rested. 

‘I'm having such a nice time! Now I can get 
my yeast-cake without dropping on the way. And I 
can go home and dust my parlor! 1 should be 
ashamed not to have dusted it long ago if I hadn't 
Aunt Natalia’s authority for letting it wait. Great 
Aunt Natalia, she really was,—in heaven I love to 
call her own aunt, I think she saved my—well, my 
reason, I used to worry so about the dusting and 
sweeping and getting the wash out just so early. I 
couldn't do it, but how I could worry! It kept me 
cross all the time. Then Aunt Natalia came and 
found the dust thick enough to write her name in."’ 

Cousin America Towle and the Stranger exchanged 
glances, 

‘«She wrote it, too! When I went in she was 
laughing, but I cried. She just took me in her arms 
and talked sense to me. I can't tell you just her 
words, but I can remember her dear near-words. 
‘Child,’ she said, ‘ you thought I would be shocked. 
Not a bit of it! I like this particular dust because it 
means you haven't neglected your babies — you've 
put them first. They come first-—always remember 
that. They've got immortal souls, and the parlor 
furniture hasn’t. Mothers that dust and keep things 
just so, but have to neglect their immortal little souls 
to do it, have got a good deal to answer for. Do you 
think the Lord is going to ask many-babied mothers 
to give an account of their dustings and sweepings 
and cleanings-up ? Don't cry another tear—babies 
first, then dust. Dust afterward. If you can't with- 
out robbing your rest-time, go to bed and sleep and 
get strength to begin again on the babies.’ 

‘* Well, that comforted mea lot. Ever since I’ ve felt 
that I had Aunt Natalia’s authority for not dusting till 
afterward,”’ 


HE little ministers had deserted their daisies-chil- 
dren and approached the porch. The little girl- 
minister seemed bursting with information of a 

proud nature. She found courage at last to impart it. 

‘*Pigeon mamas are sufferergettes. They make 
the pigeon-fathers take care o’ the chil’ ren halfer the 
time. Honest.’’ 

‘* Honest to goodness,’’ affirmed the boy minister. 
‘* We know all ' bout pigeon-folks now. Mother read 
it out o’ a book."’ 

‘This morning, instead of scrubbing clothes,’’ 
confessed mother. ‘*But we had to doit when we 
were interested in pigeons, I’ve found that out— 
children devour information like chocolate-drops when 
they are interested. But they lose interest so quickly 
—it’s best to seize the psychologic moment, That 
was just about ten o’clock this morning—wash morn- 
ing! The clothes had to wait for the pigeon-folks. 
They are the most fascinating little creatures—did 
you know they were the only birds that keep their 
bills in and drink just like horses ?’’ 

‘* Yes, *thout takin’ ’em out an’ tippin’ up their 
heads !'" appended Dwight Minister excitedly. An’ 
the fathersjsit on the nests daytimes—the mothers 
make’em! They go on ’ bout eight o’ clock. 

‘*An’ stay till "bout four o'clock aft'noons !"' 
chimed in little Phoebe Minister eagerly. ‘The 
pigeon-mamas drive ’em on to the nests—so we call 
the mamas sufferergettes !°’ 

‘* There, I guess we've aired all our knowledge,"’ 
laughed the minister’s wife. ‘* We got most of it out 
of the encyclopedia, out in the back yard. It began 
with Johanna finding a little lame pigeon on the front 
lawn. We fed it and comforted it, and then the chil- 
dren began to ask all sorts of pigeon-questions of me. 
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And I had to be sure my answers were right—so we 
went into pigeon-lore up to our ears !"’ 

After they had gone, the Stranger sat gazing after 
them with troubled eyes, She was thinking of an- 
other mother who had lost her chance to go into fasci- 
nating lores of animals and plants, with her children. 

‘«That mother is intimate with her children,’’ the 
Stranger thought. The other mother who had lost 
her chance had not been intimate. So many cares 
had choked out that sweet intimacy,—so many dust- 
ings and washings and clearings-up. 

‘¢Oh!"’ cried the sad other mother aloud, ‘‘ I dusted 
first! I dusted first!’’ 

Cousin America Towle turned about bulkily in her 
chair. She had never been a mother, but she had 
the soul of a mother. She understood. 

‘* Dear heart!’’ she pitied. 

‘*I might have done Aunt Natalia’s way, but now 
it is too late. I've lost my chance,—they went away 
before I was intimate with their little souls.’’ She 
stood up suddenly and stretched out yearning arms. 
‘*] put the other things first,’’ she said, ‘‘1 was so 
particular always to—to dust !"’ 

A little silence then. Cousin America Towle's eyes 
were full of tears." It was a tense moment on the wide, 
cool porch of the Stranger. Then the sad voice again : 

‘‘It is three years ago to-day I lost the last one. 
My husband and then my babies, one by one. Do 
you know what I do now,—now, with time to do any- 
thing on earth? Well, I begrudge myself the time— 
if I could have it hen instead of now! ‘To spend with 
them— Oh, woman dear,—dear woman,—be glad 
she sat there on that bench at scrubbing-time! If I 
could sit there with my little heads around! Be 
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thankful she can,—don’ t ask her to hurry in and scrub 
and dust. Afterward, as Aunt Natalia said,—but, oh, 
not first as I thought I must! Do you think I don't 
remember the times I put my little questioners off 
with, ‘ Not now,—mother’s busy’? Mother has so 
much time now to answer!’’ 

Through the sweet, moist night Cousin America 
Towle walked homeward thoughtfully. There were 
lights in the parsonage living-room. She could see 
the minister's wife moving about, bending and un- 
bending a tired back. Cousin America Towle went 
straight to that lighted room. 

‘¢The children cleared up this room,—I'’m just 
raking after!’’ the minister’ s wife explained smilingly. 
‘* They picked up all their toys; they really are learn- 
ing to help beautifully, When they get a little /earn- 
eder you'll see what a spick-and-span parsonage 
we’ ll all keep together!"’ 

‘* Don’t bend your back another time!’’ the caller 
cried. ‘* You go straight to bed, and do the way that 
aunt said,—rest up for startin’ over again to-morrow. 
She knew,—I’ m thankful the Lord puts a little sense 
into a ‘few of us! I'll finish ‘rakin’’ this room,— 
never mind if ’twarn’t raked after ?’’ 

‘« You’ re a dear, but I’ ve got to wait and sprinkle’’— 

‘I'll sprinkle ’em for you. Never mind if you 
had to wear’em rough-dry, for the sake o’ makin’ 
the most o’ the little children the Lord's lettin’ you 
keep. There's poor souls that have lost their chance, 
—I'm findin’ things out. You take your beautiful 
chance while you got it, —oh, kiss me an’ go fo bed /"’ 

In that kiss it seemed to Cousin America Towle that 
she was forgiven her sins of misunderstanding. 

ANN Arzor, MICH, 





Shall We Have Contests in Sunday-Schools | 


By Frank am Brown Field Secretary of the World's 


An unusual answer to a vital question 
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A Sunday-School worker asks a question that is greatly in need of the right answer: 


Do you think that the friendly contest so popular in the modern Sunday-school is a worldly 
intervention? Are such contests in harmony with the ae spirit of the Scriptures when 


they refer to the ‘‘ race course ’’ and ‘‘ contendin 
The immediate occasion for this inquiry is a 


” 
g games 


ship contest ’’ being carried on in our Sunday- 


school. We are making a tour ofthe world. The Sunday-school is divided into two groups, the 
Lusitanias and the Mauretanias. The ships advance so many miles by four points: attendance, 
offering, visitor, and new scholar. As we passed missionary points in foreign countries a short 


talk on missions was given. 


The Sunday School Times has asked one who out of a wide and successful experience 
in Sunday-school work, especially work that has resulted in great spiritual blessing, and 
who is at the head of one of the largest Sunday-schools in the world, to give his mature 


convictions on this important question. 


HE modern Sunday-school contest is in danger of 
stressing the wrong thing. Membership con- 
tests between schools are often a delusion and a 
snare, and are unworthy as a goal. They too frequently 
leave the school worse off by the subsequent reaction. 
They give the community a wrong impression of the 
true purpose of the Sunday-school. Often there are 
hard feelings engendered that offset any possible good. 
Scholars may work for the reward involved rather than 
from a purpose to build up the Kingdom. 

No doubt there are many instances in purely mem- 
bership contests where great good has been done in 
stimulating the school to new life and the community 
to a new appreciation of the Sunday-school.. Too fre- 
quently, however, the spirit of worship in the session 
of the school during the period of the coutest is dissi- 
pated by the mechanical and other features of the 
contest, and the excitement of the rivalry pushes into 
the rear the great purpose of the Sunday-school, the 
absorption of the Word for the promotion of character. 

There are features of these contests which are ques- 
tionable in principle and motive, such as robbing one 
school of membership for the benefit of another ; the 
prize feature, which rewards one or two who may be 
fortunate enough to bring in the largest number of 
new scholars, while those who may work equally hard 
but have less results are left unrewarded. Every man 
in the parable cf our Lord was rewarded proportion- 
ately to the exercise of his talent. 

In one Baptist school in Brooklyn every scholar 
who brought another received mention, and was in- 
vited, together with the one brought, to a social even- 
ing of the school, which became also an acquaintance 
affair for the new members, 

In a New York City school the members became 
‘« The Soldiets of the Cross,’’ and scholars were pro- 
moted from the position of private, for one new 
scholar, to other positions up to general, according to 
the work accomplished. These may illustrate the 
plan of recognition of effort; and where the Cradle 


The article on this page is his answer. 


Roll and Home Department are included in the plan, 
opportunity is given for all, in a community where 
there are many outside of the Sunday-school, to earn 
some school honor. But even in these least objec- 
tionable forms of membership efforts, the introduction 
into the school session of the mechanical contrivances 
involved is in danger of lowering the dignity: of the 
school as the Bible studying service of the church, and 
to spoil the spirit of worship. 

The four great elements of the Sunday-school ses- 
sion should be caretully preserved and balanced ; 
namely, worship, business, Bible study, climax or les- 
son impression, —and these should have one result, 
the weekday expression in life. 

There should be growth, of course, in every school, 
but that growth should have as its basis the intense 
interest of the session, and the attachment of the 
scholar through a wholesome weekday interest in him 
by teacher and school. ‘*The best advertisement is a 
pleased customer’’ is as perfectly true in Sunday-school 
business as in secular business, and if the school goal 
is the winning of the last one in the community to 
Sunday-school attendance and to Christ, the school 
will grow healthily and steadily. The vitality of the 
plant will push upward and outward irresistibly, if 
ministered to by sunshine, soil, and water. 

One of the keenest and most successful business 
men in the country, and a Sunday-school man too, 
plans his business for a ten percent yearly increase, 
an increase which the business can absorb naturally. 
His salesmen are trained to make this yearly advance. 
Every visitor to that establishment is atmosphered by 
a spirit of welcome and detailed attention, and the 
quality of the goods does the rest. 

Unless these features of intimate interest and a full 
ministry to the whole life and home and community 
are in evidence, membership contests are likely to 
fade out in results in a short time after the final an- 
nouncement, and the last state of that school will be 
worse than the first. 
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Contests within the school, or recognitions based 
upon the amount of the offerings of the scholar, are 
wrong. The poorer scholar is put at a disadvantage, 
and a bad principle introduced. Sometimes these 
school contests bring the danger of breaking into a 
right recognition of the Sabbath. Several times the 
superintendent of a large school has been approached 
by superintendents with the request to have the Sun- 
day attendance of his school telegraphed to a distant 
point on Sunday, so that the comparison of gchool 
attendance could be made at the evening service, 
This may be thought good Sunday-school enterprise, 
but should not the safeguarding of the Sabbath from 
unnecessary work by young people who may be in 
the telegraph offices be a matter of consideration ? 

There are recipes for school growth that are certain 
in their results, and that can be applied to any school. 
May I suggest a few? 

41. A careful visitation of the district. 


. Complete organization of school to meet the needs of 
the scholars, home, and community. 


nN 


3. The promotion of school spirit by motto, button, flower, 
song, colors. 

4. The cultivation of department enthusiasm. 

5. Atmosphering the scholar by a proper introduction, 
welcome letter, birthday recognition. 

6. Attractive programs, with surprise features, orchestra 
help where possible, adequate attention to special 
days. 

9 A — to whole life, spiritual, social, mental, and 
physical, 


8. Securing and welding the teaching force through 
teacher-training class, a consecration service, birth. 
day recognition from superintendent, socials, prayer 
service, 

9. Co-operation with the home through a welcome letter 
to parents, messages for special days, mothers’ and 
fathers’ classes, parents’ associations, district. visita- 
tions, Home Department, and Cradle Roll. 

10. Advertise the school in loca. newspaper, school paper, 
bulletin Leard. 

11. Keep every one busy doing something. 

12. By emphasizing Bible study anda spiritual goal, and by 
attractive Bible drills. 

There are contests which may serve a high purpose. 
I would term them efficiency contests, the net result of 
which would be positive and sustained strength to all 
the schools participating. Three Brooklyn Sunday- 
schools are considering this plan for a three months’ 
campaign. These schools have included membership 
addition as one point. . These points are as follows : 


1. Percentage of church attendance from Junior depart- 
ment up. 

2. New scholars secured for all departments—not from 
other schools. 

3. Percentage of attendance to enrolment. 

4. Attendance of teachers. 

5. Largest percent of church members who are also mem- 
bers of the Sunday-school. 

6. Bibles brought. 

7. Every teen and adult class organized with State Asso- 
ciation recognition, 

8. Teacher-training students of at least fifteen in number 
between ages of sixteen and twenty-five, taking 
state or denominational courses, 

9. A training class of at least ten to take up a course of 
training for Sunday-school executive leadership. 

10. Largest proportion of teens and adults to entire mem- 
bership of school. 

11. Best organization of the Bible school for weekday serv- 
ice to individual and communities. 


This efficiency contest strikes at the very heart, and 
the largest needs of our Sunday-school work, —that is, 
church attendance of school, school attendance ol 
church, the preparation of a teaching and executive 
leadership, the ingathering of young people and 
adults, Bible bringing, and a better average attend. 
ance. The results, too, can be tabulated without too 
much clerical work. 

There are, of course, desirable features not included 
in the points outlined, but the difficulty of just tabu- 
lation is met with in their consideration. 

We must preserve the dignity of the Sunday-school 
as a factor of tremendous importance in the building 
of life, personal and national, and hold the school to 
its ideal and purpose as such a factor, not by tle 
forced draught of membership contests of doubtful 
results, but by an intensive life that shall attract, and 
by the steady propelling power of great goals. 

Mark you, I am not a pleader for a school’s being 
one whit smaller than an enrolment including the last 
one of the community who should be in its member- 
ship? But bargain sale days will not build up a per- 
manent business. Good goods well displayed, fair 
prices, attractive salesmen, an atmosphere of welcome 
and good cheer, must be relied upon for steady profits 
and enduring results. Let us hark back to funda- 
nrentals, 


BrRooKLyn, N. Y. 
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A Discovery of State Secrets of an Ancient Empire 


The remarkable story of one of the greatest of all archeological discoveries is told by Professor 
Melvin Grove Kyle in his department on archeology and the Bible 





T HAS been well and often said that when God 
would prepare for himself a people, he prepared 
a land for that peopie : a land which by its isola- 
tion set them apart, and which by its peculiar situa- 
tion was on the highway of the world and touched all 
civilization ; a land which in the variety of its scenery, 
its productions, its flora and its fauna, furnished im- 
agery which fits into the thought of every part of the 
world, and thus was of all places most fit for the 
training of religious teachers for all the world. In the 
thought of God a promised land was a necessary part 
of the scheme for a revealed religion and for the re- 
demption of the world ; should it not then be equally 
necessary in our thought? 

In two preceding studies, published in the issues of 
October 18 and December 13, we have seen the com- 
forts and the culture of that Babylonian civilization 
which prevailed in Canaan in patriarchal days through 
the eyes of an imaginary Palestinian tourist of that 
time, But what a tourist has need to know is not 
quite enough for our tourist in Bible study. So before 
taking up the history of the call and mission of the 
patriarchs and the beginning and the progress of their 
religious institutions, itis important that we should get 
a very special view of the literature and literary cul- 
ture of that age; not a tourist's view simply, but a 
Bible student’s view. As we set out to look for that, 
it is needful that we call to mind again that there are 
usually two long twilights of any literary age or of any 
high state of culture. And just as it is at the close of 


a day that we may best review the events of that day, ° 


so the evening twilight of a literature gives us the 
most complete and correct idea of the culture of that 
time. So, though the story of the literary culture of 
patriarchal times about to occupy our attention in this 
study and the next is taken from far down toward the 
end of the patriarchal period, it will not be less, but 
rather more, informing and satisfying. 

It is seldom that the world of common people gets 
a glimpse of royal correspondence. Government 
secrets are jealously kept. No historian of our times 
has yet been allowed to look into all the secrets of the 
correspondence of the State Department at Washing- 
ton, or at European courts, for the Civil War period 
in America, when so many history-making missives 
passed between Washington and foreign governments. 
Doubtless the world of Israel's Egyptian days knew 
quite as little of the correspondence between Pharaoh 
and his outlying Palestinian province in the preceding 
generation. Perhaps no historian ever was permitted 
by Pharaoh to know in later times. It was left to an 
accident in the humdrum life of an Egyptian peasant 
woman with a garden to give to the world of historians 
insight into the tragedy of a decaying government and 
the loss of a rich province of the Egyptian Empire, 
and incidentally to bring to the world a wealth of 
knowledge that has revolutionized one whole section 
of biblical learning and set the Canaanite world of 
that age in a totally different light before our eyes. 
But I am anticipating. 


A New Form of the “ High Cost of Living” 


It was at the little modern town of Hadji-Kandeel or 
el-Tell in Egypt, one day in autumn, 1887. The vil- 
lage lies on the eastern side of the Nile, about mid- 
way between Cairo and Assiut. The waters of inun- 
dation had receded and the winter crops had been 
sown. Rich as is the soil of the Nile valley by the 
sediment of the inundation, these farmers are eager to 
get fertilizer for the gardens and the fields. Strange 
to say, the ruins of antiquity furnish the best fertilizer 
commonly available. The ancient walls of houses 
and cities and fortifications were made of sun-dried 
brick. The brick were made from the surface soil, 
and the surface soil had in it most of the sediment of 
recent inundations, So that the dust of these brick 
pulverized is to the Egyptian farmer much like guano 
to the Southern cotton-grower. Now this little town 
lies at the great heap of ruins of the ancient city of 
Khut-Aten. Farmers had long been taking out the 
walls to fertilize their lands. 

This day a poor woman came to the ruins with her 
basket to carry home some dust to put upon her gar- 
den. All she knew of antiquities was that when pul- 
verized and scattered about her garden they meant 
visions of bigger radishes, richer leeks and onions, 


** The most important historical records ever found 

in connection with the Bible,’’ is the opinion of one 

of the scholars who translated the famous tablets 

containing U.c government corresp e of an- 

cient rulers of Egypt and Canaan, of which Dr. 
Kyle here writes. 











and larger and sweeter melons. With such visions of 
melons and things, she went out to gather dust, and 
thereby hangs one of the most romantic tales of dis- 
covery. At the ruins she found some little bricks, so 
easy to gather into her basket, not the great clumsy, 
bricks of the city wall, like pigs of lead and only less 
heavy, but nice little shapely bricks, That they had 
peculiar marks on them meant nothing to her. She 
thought only of her leeks and things, and so filled her 
basket with these convenient little bricks and went 
her way home. How many times she had done so 
before, or how many of these little bricks she had 
already pulverized and scattered over her garden and 
grown into leeks and onions, or clover for her cow, 
the world will never know. In that case good litera- 
ture may have made good leeks, but it was one form 
of the high cost of living of which it is to be hoped 
there will not be many examples. 

But the world does know about the little bricks she 
gathered this time. An Egyptian who dealt in az- 
tikas heard of these curious bricks and thought they 
might be more valuable as antiquities than as melons, 
so he secured the bricks from the woman for a trifle 
and then began an inquiry round about him for some 
one who might know something about such bricks. 
Why did he, a dealer in antiquities, not know about 
them? Because such little bricks as these were un- 
known in Egypt, and the markings upon them utterly 
unlike the birds and animals and gods and men with 
which the ancient Egyptians wrote their inscriptions, 


The Fight for Possession of the Letters 


In his inquiries this man went to one of the Ameri- 
can missionaries located at Luxor, who was quite 
expert in judging of the genuineness of antiquities, the 
Rev. Dr. Chauncey Murch. The dealer told him of 
the strange bricks that had been found with the curi- 
ous writing upon them. Dr. Murch went to see them, 
and, although he could not read the writing, he rec- 
ognized at once that they were cuneiform tablets, — 
that is, little clay books written in the ancient Baby- 
lonian writing, and that if they were genuine their 
presence in Egypt was a most remarkable thing, and 
that alse this was an exceedingly valuable discov- 
ery. Dr. Murch communicated at once with the 
British Museum, and thus the Tel el-Amarna tablets 
were brought to the notice of the learned world. But 
the dealer told others also, and they in turn reported 
it to Berlin. Now began the most unseemly scramble 
for possession of the tablets ; on the one hand be- 
tween the representatives of great museums for the 
acquisition of what promised to be a great treasure, 
and the Egyptian government which desired to retain 
this treasure in the great Cairo Museum; on the other 
hand, the contest was waged between antiquity dealers 
of Egypt to possess the tablets to gratify their thirst 
for gold. Ignorant nativesin actual possession of the 
tablets, in their eagerness to share individually in the 
plunder and their unwillingness to trust each other, 
actually broke up a number of the tablets and divided 
the pieces among themselves. How many perished 
in this way is not exactly known, but in all about 
300 remain, of which 81 are in the British Museum ; 
160, including the priceless Jerusalem letters, are in 
the new Museum of Berlin, 60 are possessed by the 
Egyptian department of antiquities at Cairo, and some 
few are in the hands of private individuals, Nearly 
all have been transcribed and published, and thus, 
despite the secrecy of court correspondence and gov- 
ernment archives,—and, as well, the wrangling and 
quarreling of museums and dealers,—afe at last the 
property of the whole world. 

The clay tablets upon which cuneiform inscriptions 
are usually made are quite like shredded wheat bis- 
cuits in shape, and vary a good deal in color, but are 
usually dark yellow, brown, or gray. The Tel el- 
Amarna tablets are of all the usual colors. The royal 
letters from Babylon are of good Babylonian clay, as 


also one or two from Mitani, in northern Mesopotamia, 
which place probably imported Babylonian clay for 
purposes of correspondence. The Syrian and Pales- 
tinian letters are of various hues and colors, according 
to the clay of the country, and are sometimes sandy 
and very inferior in quality. These tablets are not 
biscuit tablets, but brick tablets, rectangular in shape 
and flat, and measure variously from 2x 2% inches 
to 3% xg inches in dimensions. They are written on 
both sides and sometimes on the edges. A few of 
them have red points inserted to separate words. 
‘These were probably inserted by Egyptian scribes in 
the process of translating the tablets for the Pharaoh. 

Now for a peep into royal correspondence. ‘The 
Tel el-Amarna tablets are letters received by two kings 
of Egypt, —Amenophis III and Amenophis IV of the 
eighteenth dynasty. 


About Money and Marriage and War 


About twenty of them are letters from the kings of 
Babylonia and Mitani. Whatabout? Oh, the same 
things about which people write letters now in times of 
peace, —about money and marriage. The people who 
wrote these letters seem to us rather naive, almost 
childish, in their demands, but they were only more 
frank and not more selfish than we. 

Thus a king of Babylonia, probably Calimmasin, 
writes to Amenopis III: ‘If within this year, 
in June or in July, I send you gold, you shall 
send... the daughter whom I am given by you, and 
you in return shall send the gold for your... . But, if 
in June or July the gold is not sent, do not cause her 
whom I have taken to be sent away. ... Why is it 
necessary to trouble about gold ! Truly sending 
3,000 [pounds ?] of gold, have not I completed the 
exchange for you, and have not I given my daughter 
to take a wife?’’ 

Assurrubalid of Babylonia writes to. Amenophis IV: 
‘If fortunately your face is favorable, send gold, and let 
him who executes the message take what is needed.'’ 

Such demands for wedding gifts are more frank, but 
hardly more real than those of modern customs of the 
Western world. 

But the larger number of the letters are from the 
kings or governors of towns in the Egyptian province 
of Canaan, during the long war by which this province 
was lost to Egypt. So these letters are filled with in- 
trigue and treason and battle and rapine, the age-long 
story of war. Ribadda, a king of Phoenicia, writes to 
the king of Egypt: ‘* They have slain a chief servant 
and three chiefs (he has bound ?) without appeal to 
the land of Egypt, and he has made gifts seducing 
the city against me; and woe to the place, she has 
become ungrateful; the city which was not base in 
old times is base to us.’’ Again he writes a little 
later as the power was slipping away: ‘‘ By my soul's 
life! if the king cared at heart for the life ef his ser- 
vant, and of his chief city, he would have sent a gar- 
rison, and they had guarded thy city and thy servant."’ 
Then the king of Jerusalem writes to Amenophis IV 
of Egypt: ‘The king's land rebels to the chiefs of 
the Habiri [Hebrews?] and now against this capital 
city Urusalim [Jerusalem], the city called Beth Baal- 
atu, a neighbor city of the king, has rebelled. 

So the record of decay, of rapine, of rebellion, goes 
on to the tragic end. 

The crop of theories and interpretations and con- 
clusions which have sprung up as a consequence of 
the publication of the Tel el-Amarna tablets is greater 
than the crop of leeks and onions and melons and 
cucumbers which their dust might have raised in the 
peasant woman’s garden at Tel el-Amarna on the 
banks of the Nile. Perhaps it might be said of some 
of them that they have not proved as valuable to the 
world as the vegetables would have been. But the 
value of others to the world far exceeds the wildest 
dreams of the rapacious Egyptians who, in ignorant 
avarice, broke a portion of the collection into frag- 
ments. The value of these tablets to the world of 
learning, especially to the world of biblical learning, 
can not yet be fully estimated. They certainly share 
distinctién with the code of Hammurabi and the 
Hittite library of Boghatz-keui; but, in some sense, 
the Tel el-Amarna tablets in their importance are in- 
comparable. But this story must wait another time. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 25. SERVING JESUS q 


Luke 8 : 1-3; 9 : 57-62; 10 : 38-42. Commit 10 : 40-42 
Golden Text: Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these my brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me.—Matthew 25 : 40 





The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


RECENT writer gives a glimpse of Elihu Root’s 
boyhood that is worth knowing. When he was 
a bey in the grammar-school at Clinton, New 
York, he made up his mind that anything that he 
had to study he would keep at until he mastered it. 
Sometimes the other boys called him a ** plodder,” 
but Elihu would only smile pleasantly, for he knew 
what he was about. On winter evenings, while the 
other boys were out skating, Elihu frequenily re- 
mained in his room with his algebra or arithmetic. 
Mr. Root recently said that if his close application 
to problems in his boyhood did nothing else for him, 
it made him careful about jumping at conclusions, 
To every problem there was only one answer, and 
patience was the price to be paid for it. 

Carrying the principle of ‘‘ doing everything to a 
finish” into the law, he became one of the most 
noted members of the New York bar, entrusted with 
vast interests, and then a member of the President’s 
cabinet. The kind of unflagging and conscientious 
work that Elihu Root, both as boy and man, put into 
his duties is the kind of service that Jesus Christ 
asks of all those that propose to follow him. 


The Teacher’s Survey 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the ‘Times.] 
The grouping together of these three passages, 
descriptive of three widely-separated o> ke re in 
Jesus’ life, is the way in which we are obliged to con- 
struct the teaching of Jesus on any one particular 
point. Like every good teacher, Jesus only spoke of 
the immediate issue with each person, and did not 
ever give a set discussion on the subject of service, 
nor about any subject of like nature, The teacher 
will do well to follow out the suggestions of Dr. 
Thomas (paragraph 1), and make a careful study 
of the peculiar situation in each of the three passages. 
Dr. ‘Thomas’ daily studies give a splendid setting for 
each incident, and he suggests many references that 
will be useful, especially with classes that are a little 
older, ‘I'wo very profitable side-lessons are Christ’s 
erretty and his regard for the work of women. Mr. 
idgway and Dr. Thomas—will help in presenting 
these. if will be easy to treat the three men of the 
second —_— as representing the three average 
types. method is suggested by Dr. Thomas (Satur- 
day study) and followed in The Class in Session. 
Note carefully the true meaning of that expression, 
‘Suffer me first to go and bury my father.” Dr, 
Thomas heey study). ‘The presentation of the 
Mary and Martha incident should be carefully done, 
Use Dr, Thomas’ Wednesday study as a guide, and 
read also H, Clay Trumbull’s well-known article on 
the question, reprinted on page 30 of this issue. The 
story by Mrs. Donnell, ‘‘’The Mother Who Had a 
Chance,” on page 21, furnishes a beautiful illustra- 
tion of the two ways of a house” as it is 
applied to modern conditions. In making the deeper 
ersonal application, Mr. Gordon’s paragraphs will 
e found rich in suggestion. 


The Class in Session 


Jesus gave no set and systematic statement of all 
that he stood for. His greatest teaching was himself. 
Yet we are not at a loss to know his position on all 
the things, about which we would ask him. He spoke 
here a word and there a word, and by putting them 
together we can construct his teaching on prayer, sin, 
politics, temptations, etc. This time we are putting 
together three widely-separated incidents which have 
no common bond, except that they all deal with Jesus 
and service (Drs. Thomas and Riddle, opening para- 
graphs). The first occasion was one in which we 
see Jesus accepting and relying upon the voluntary 
service and gifts of love of certain women. He had 
) pics a company with him. There were the twelve 
disciples ; at least there were, as Dr. Mackie says, 
(paragraph 2) too many for ordinary hospitality to 
care for, 

The motive which actuated these women was just 
a great warm desire to help him. Mr. Gordon says 
that the peculiar thing about their service was that it 
was a personal service, just as his benefits had been 
for them (paragraphs 1-7). The beauty about this 
picture is that the service was voluntary, personal, 
and unreserved. Let us once for all clear the name 
Of Mary Magdalene from the unwarranted assump- 
tion that she had been an outcast woman (Dr. 
Mackie, paragraph 1; Dr. Thomas’ Monday study, 
and Dr. Riddle, v. 2). We cannot leave this section 
without a thankful remembrance of the honor in which 
Christ always held womanhood and woman's service 


8:1 And it came to pass soon afterwards, that he went 
about through cities and villages, preaching and bringing the 
1 good tidings of the kingdom of God, and with him the twelve, 
2 and certain women who had been healed of evil spirits and 
infirmities: Mary that was called Magdalene, from whom 
seven demons had gone out, 3 and Joanna the wife of Chuzas 
Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others who minis- 
tered unto * them of their substance. 


9:57 And as they went on the way, a certain man said unto 
him, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. 58 And Je- 
sus said unto him, the foxes have holes, and the birds of the 
heaven have ® nests ; but the Son of man hath not where to 
lay his head. 59 And he said unto another, Follow me. But 
he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my Father. 60 
But he said unto him, Leave the dead to bury their own dead ; 
but go thou and publish abroad the kingdom of God. 61 And 
another also said, I will follow thee, Lord ; but first suffer me 
to bid farewell to them that are at my house. 62 But Jesus 
said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plow, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. 


to : 38 Now as they went on their way, he entered into a 
certain village ; and a certain woman named Martha received 
him into her house, 39 And she had a sister called Mary, 
who also sat at the Lord's feet, and heard his word. 40 But 
Martha was ¢ cumbered about much serving ; and she came up 
to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister did 
leave me to serve alone ? bid her therefore that she help me. 
4t But the Lord ‘answered and said unto her, 5 Martha, 
Martha, thou art anxious and troubled about many things: 
42 ® but one thing is needful : for Mary hath chosen the good 
part, which shall not be taken away from her. 


1 Or, gospel 2 Many ancient authorities read Aim % Gr. lodging- 
places. *Gr. distracted. % A few ancient authorities read Martha, 
Martha, thou art troubled; Mary hath chosen &c. © Many ancient 
authorities read dut few things are needful, or one. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


% 
. 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 
(The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the ‘Times.) 


Luke 8 : 1.—What time is meant by ** soon afterward”? ? 
What cities and villages were these ? What is meant by 
‘*the kingdom of God’’? (Riddle.) 

Verse 2.—Who was Mary Magdalene? (Gordon, 3; Rid- 
dle; Mackie, 1; ‘Thomas, Monday study. ) 

Verse 3.—What is meant by ‘‘ ministered unto them’? ? 
(Riddle ; Mackie, 2; Thomas, Monday.) 

9 : 58.—Why did Jesus seek to discourage him from 
following? What did Jesus mean by not having ‘* where 
to lay his head? ’’ (Gordon, 9; Riddle; Thomas, Friday ; 
Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 59.—Is it known why Jesus asked this other man 
to follow him? (Riddle ; ‘Thomas, Tuesday.) 

Verse 60.—Why did Jesus make this apparently harsh 
response to the man’s plea that he wanted to bury his 
father? (Riddle ; Mackie, 4; Thomas, Tuesday.) 

10; 38.—-Who were with Jesus at this time? What 
more is known about Martha and her sister? (Riddle; 
Thomas, Wednesday.) 

Verse 40.—Was this request of Martha’s discourteous? 
(Riddle ; Thomas, Wednesday.) 

Verse 41.—Was Jesus intending to rebuke Martha? 
(Riddle; Thomas, Wednesday. ) 

Verse 42.—What: did Jesus mean by the ‘‘ one thing ”’ 
needful, and the *‘ good part’’?? (Gordon, 10, 11; Riddle; 
Ridgway, 5; ‘Thomas, Wednesday.) 








and understanding of the true way of living that the 
world is just coming to see (Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 
1; Dr. ‘Thomas, Thursday study). 

The next incident that we study is one that hap- 
pened on the final journey from Galilee (Dr. Riddle, 
9:57). ‘Three men faced the issue of personal serv- 
ice to Jesus, The first was evidently of the sanguine, 
impulsive, emotional type (Dr. Thomas, Saturday 
study). He volunteered his services, and Jesus bade 
him stop and count the cost. Jesus’ words about his 
homelessness were not a declaration of his poverty, 
but that his work necessitated constant travel and 
uncertainty. Christ’s servants are not always home- 
less, as Mr. Ridgway says (paragraph 2); but if they 
are in personal service to him, they are, like minis- 
ters, missionaries, and army officers, under constant 
orders from headquarters, The next man did not 
volunteer his services, but was called on by Jesus. 
He was of the cautious, careful type, and he asked 
that befure he became a traveling preacher he might 
remain home with his father until his death, and then 
he would be quite free from all ties. Do not make 
the mistake of thinking that his father lay dead at 
home (Dr. Thomas, Tuesday study). Jesus’ reply to 
him was that there is ‘‘a reiative value in duties,” as 
Dr. Thomas says. The third man was of the timid, 
vacillating type. He was willing, but first of all he 
wanted one more taste of the comforts of life (Tues- 
day study). Jesus’ reply to him was somewhat 
stern, and condemned his weakness (Mr. Ridgway, 
fourth paragraph). Mr. Gordon has a fine figure 
in paragraphs 8 and 4, illustrative of these three men. 








a 


The last picture was in the home of those good 
friends of Jesus; Mary and Martha and Lazarus. 
Each of the sisters wanted to serve and to please 
Jesus. Martha was so absorbed in ‘“ things’’— 
dishes, foods, etc.—that she was trip by them, as 
Mr. Gordon says (paragraph 1o). ary sought to 
please Jesus by being an attentive listener. Mar- 
tha’s invitation ge a domestic scene, and 
Jesus’ gentle rebuke teaches us that the various 
duties of life must be kept in their proper place, 


The Lesson Summary 

Christ’s ultimate end in coming te this earth was, 
first, to win every man to leve and obey his heavenly 
Father; and, second, to right every social wrong, so 
that God’s will should be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. He plans to make this transformation of 
hearts and conduct by the co-operation of men and 
women who shall give to him and his aims their 
hearty service and allegiance. We can be in no 
manner of doubt what kind of service he desires. It 
must be voluntary, net compulsory,—it must be 
personal, and it must be cost/y, This much we can 
see from the service that he accepted from the women, 
From what he said to those three men, we can see 
that if a man is to volunteer for service he must be 
prepared for sacrifice, must give himself wureserv- 
edly and unhesitating ly. 

rom the incident at Bethany we can see that the 

permanent service is that which we render by very 
close listening to him, and to his message, and that 
we can easily be very busy about him, and yet miss 
the real thing that we ought to be doing. 





Questions for Class Use 

1. Why was it right for Jesus to receive the service and 
support of these women ? 

2. What is the true motive for giving money to the cause 
of Christ ? 

3- What is the danger of the over-sanguine and impul- 
sive man? 

4. Why did Christ bid the second man come at once ? 

5. Why is the man who ** looks back ’’ unfit for the work 
of the kingdom? 

6. What was Martha’s fundamental error about Jesus ? 


Other Teaching Points 


It is a great thing to be a supporter of Christ’s work, to 
be one of those persons that Paul calls *‘helpers.’’ To 
care for a prophet as Luke the physician did for Paul ; 
to tend to the details and keep up steam, 

‘The only personal service that Jesus ever accepted, so 
far as we know, was that which was voluntarily offered 
him by those to whom he had first been a benefactor and 
a blessing. Did you ever make a thank-offering ? 

Nothing can ever take the place of a personal service. 
It is the hardest, the sweetest, the best-paying, and most 
effective service that can be given. The courts have de- 
cided that a second-class mother is better than any first- 
class institution from the child’s point of view. 

There is quite a difference between doing things and do- 
ing the right things. Willingness alone is not enough ; it 
must be attached to obedience, intelligence and many 
other things that can only be learned by sitting at Jesus’ 
feet. 

What great variety there was among these various peo- 
ple in these three passages. Rich and poor, perfect and 
imperfeet, men and women, It teaches that Christ can 
use us all, 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Luke 11 : 1-13). 

There was one subject that came up over and over 
again in the course of Jesus’ instruction of his disci- 
ples,—the subject of prayer. ‘This was quite natural; 
for prayer is the great method of maintaining spirit- 
ual life. Jesus himself followed the practise of prayer, 
and once his personal habit of prayer provoked a 
question that he answered with another of his great 
parables. ‘The real question about prayer with all of 
us is this, ‘‘ ls my prayer really heard, and will it be 
answered ?” Jesus declared to his friends very clearly 
that it would be answered, and gave the argument 
that God would certainly do as much for us as the 
unfriendly neighbor. 

1. What impression did Jesus’ prayer-habits make on 
his friends ? \ 

2. What do you understand by the kingdom of God that 
we pray may ‘**come’’ ? 

. What is the argument contained in this parable? 
. What is the way to gain answers to prayer ? 
. What appears to be God’s best gift ? 
. See if you can you discover in the lesson : 
An eye-opener. 
A stunt’? that looks easy, but isn’t, 
A ‘* follow-up ”’? system. 
A good advertisement. 


Evanston, ILL. 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 25 (Luke : 1-3; 9 : 57-623 10 : 38-42) 


The Personal Touch 
By S. D. Gordon 


OVE must do something. That is its life. 
in doing something it awakens an answering 
love. nd the awakened love must do some- 

thing. Soit unconsciously shows that it is the real 
thing. Hands and feet are the thermometer of the 
heart. Watch them when free to do as_ they 
‘ ehoose, and you know the degrees of heat in the 
heart. 

The awakened love is as much as it feels has been 
done for it. 
has been done for us that the will is moved tochoose, 
and the life to respend. The feeling becomes the 
fire under the will and the flames burn through the 
life. Before we have waked up we wonder what all 
this sort of talk is about. When we do wake up we 
feel that we haven't yet really waked up tothe great- 
ness of what has been done for us. 

Mary the Magdalene never forgot her nightmare 
torture of body and spirit, and then the intense sense 
of sweet relief that came one day when the Master 
came by her way and spoke the word of deliverance. 
She never could forget him, nor do enough for him. 
Yet she never thought of what she did, only of what 
he haddone. What she did seemed to her eyes ever 
smaller, even while it grew ever bigger. Neither 
she nor her sister women were thinking much about 
serving, only about serving 47m ; the personal pro- 
noun overwhelmed the verb, and so made the action 
more and better. 

The striking thing about the service these women 
gave was the personal touch in it. What they did 
was like what Christ had done for them,—the warm 
living touch was in it. There was the throb of a 
warm personality in act and word. The act of serv- 
ice may be very oe but the gentle glow of a 
living, loving personality makes that slight act full 
of life. The warm life in the act touches the life in 
need. And that is the thing that helps. The spirit 
in the act is the real service. 

Nothing else or less would have satisfied these 
women or any one who has felt that same Christ- 
touch in body or heart or life. Jesus himself was in 
the touch given. And they felt it. This it was that 
awakened their love, and drew out irresistibly their 
grateful service. Personal touch calls out personal 
touch. Heart answers heart. 

The Lord Jesus longs for this sort of personal 
service; it tells the answering love of the heart, and 
he longs most for that. The gentle but distinct're- 

roach for the Ephesian Christians was that they had 
ost the personal touch with himself (Rev. 2: 4, 5). 
So they had to be set aside, Zhe lack of the per- 
sonal touch with Jesus disqualifies for service. 
The presence of that touch, simple but clear, always 
means service, and service athrob with life. 

No mere serving on committees or boards, or sign- 
ing checks, would ever satisfy such hearts. These 
things are good, and necessary, but they are the lesser 
things; they never satisfy the Jesus-touched heart. 
Organization is essential, but its value depends on 
the heart in it ; it’s comparatively easy to set up the 
bone-work, but it takes life to get strong heart-action. 
Only a life given can give life to an organization. 
The touchstone of real service is the heart-throb in it. 

You can have three sorts of fires in an open grate. 
Wood kindles quickly, with a lot of crackling and 
spark-flying, when certain woods are used, but does 
not last long. Soft coal catches less quickly and 
lasts longer. Hard coal catches slowly, but gives 
out a steady heat for a long time. ‘There are three 
sorts of enthusiasm in service—the wood, the soft- 
coal and the hard-coal sorts. 

The Lord Jesus seems to discern that these three 
men needed to give a little attention to their fires, to 
the sort of fuel they were using. Oniy the intense 
flame of a strong personal love—the intensest flame 
known—would do. No other fire would keep up the 
heart when the threatening zerocame. There would 
need to be a stronger love to hold them steady when 
nature's strong love pulled the other way. 

Dear, conscientious Martha was absorbed with 
things. The things got tangled about her feet and 
tripped her up. She received the Master into her 
house. She was friendly and sympathetic, but more 
taken up with her hospitality than with her guest. 
These things were quite right in their place. ‘The 
bother with Martha was that they got out of their 
place. It’s a way they had,andhave. These things 
she should have done, but not to have left the chief 
thing undone. 

Gentle, thoughtful Mary thought about the things, 
and ‘‘also” about 7e thing that would hold the lesser 
things in place. She had, quite likely, done a simple 
bit of planning the night before, and was up an hour 
or so earlier that morning, and had her work all 
carefully done, and maybe a bit of Martha’s, too. 
And so she had the time to go and sit in a cornerand 
listen quietly as the Master was giving the disciples 
their morning talk and having prayer with them. 

She, too, ‘‘ received him into her house,” so far as 
her share of hospitality went; then she ‘‘also” gave 
herself to her guest as student, and so had that per- 
sonal touch with him. -] imagine he would have pe:.- 


And 


It is only when we fee/ what we know - 
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ferred a simpler dinner for the sake of that personal 
touch. 

‘The personal touch with Jesus is the starting-point 
of a circle of great sweep and power. ‘That touch 
makes one more thoughtful, always, more forehanded. 
The many details, so important in themselves, are 
cared for. Good planning saves both time and 
strength. Soone is free—free of hand, free of heart— 
for the one thing needful. 

The personal touch with the Lord Jesus, kept 
Sresh, is the one thing needful. It regulates the 
whole life, puts warmth into service, and brings you 
back at the close of the day for another bit te ore 
sleep shuts you in for the night. The circle has re- 
turned to the starting-point, but does not stop there. 

New York Crry. 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


Pi three passages grouped in this lesson are 
from different periods in our Lord’s ministry. 
Time and Place.—/irst Passage: This must 
be Be during what is termed the second circuit 
in Galilee, in the summer of A. D. 28. The event 
immediately preceding is the anointing of our Lord 
by a woman who was a sinner (see on v. 2).— Second 
assage: As Matthew 8 : 19-22 closely resembles 
this passage, it is difficult to determine the time and 
lace. A repetition is unlikely. Matthew places the 
interviews before the voyage across the lake to the 
country of the Gadarenes. The place was Caper- 
naum, in theesummer of A.D. 28, But Luke con- 
nects the interviews in with the final departure from 
Galilee, November, A. D. 29, more than a year later. 
The practical lessons are not affected by this differ- 
ence.— Third Passage: The place is evidently Beth- 
any. a village about a mile east of Jerusalem. -‘The 
time is probably immediately before the Feast of 
Dedication, in December, A. D. 29. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 1.—Soon afterwards: After the events nar- 
rated in chapter 7.—T7hrough cities and villages: 
These places were probably in Northern Galilee.— 
The kingdom of God: As usual, the new rule that 
our Lord was to establish on the earth.— W7th him 
the twelve: This was to train them. 

Verse 2.—Mary that was called Magdalene: A 
‘mative or resident of Magdala, the ancient Migdol 
(Josh. 19 : 38). There is no evidence that she was 
the ‘‘sinner,” mentioned in chapter 7, or that she 
was Mary of. Bethany.—Seven demous: Not to be 
explained as referring to special sinfulness, a view 
that seeks to identify her with the ‘‘ sinner’”’ (chap. 7). 

Verse 3.—/oanna; Mentioned in chapter 24 : 10.— 
Chuzas: Preferable to ‘‘ Chuza,” as it is a mascu- 
line name.—Susanna: Meaning “lily”; not named 
elsewhere.—Ministered unto them: The plural is 
better attested. These women out of gratitude pro- 
vided for the material needs of the entire party. 

Chapter 9: 57.—-On the way: This points to the 
final journey from Galilee. —J/ w7// follow thee: 
Matthew calls him ‘‘a scribe.” Why he wished to 
follow Jesus is not stated, but our Lord’s answer im- 

,plies that he had not counted the cost. 

Verse 58.—Hath not where to lay his head: He 
had a home in Capernaum, but now he was to travel 
through new regions. ‘The statement is often mis- 
used. 

Verse 59.—Fo/low me: This was probably said to 
put the man to the test. According to Matthew he 
was a nominal disciple. 

Verse 60.—Let the dead bury their dead: This ap- 
parently harsh response was probably called forth by 
something in the man’s attitude that betokened hesi- 
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tancy to follow our Lord. The phrase itself has been 
variously explained. 

Verse 62.—No man, having put his hand to the 
plow: This case is peculiar to Luke. Here again 
the request of the man betokens desire for delay. 
Our Lord does not discourage the ordinary courtesies 
of life, but subordinates them to higher service. 

Chapter 10 : 38.—7zey- This includes the Twelve. 
—A certain village: Bethany (Johnir:1). Martha: 
Evidently the older sister. The two come into great 
Cee meg ee in connection with the raising of their 

rother Lazarus. ‘The character of each appears in 
the narrative of John 11.—Received him: Probably 
the only guest. 

Verse 39.— Wary: She afterward anointed our 
Lord (Matt. 26: 6-13; Mark 14: 3-9).— Sat at the 
Lord's feet: To be taken literally; they were not yet 
at table. She took this position to listen to his words. 

Verse 40.—Bid her therefore that she help me: 
This request was quite natural, and characteristic of 
a woman of Martha’s temperament. It was not dis- 
courteous, but ill-advised. 

Verse 41.—Anxious and troubled about many 
things: This was a rebuke for overdoing what was 
in itself proper, 

Verse 42.—Auz; This does not mean ‘‘only,” but 
is adversative. The marginal reading, while well 
attested, seems to be due to an attempt to apply the 
numbers to the dishes which is opposed by the re- 
mainder of the verse, and yields a tame sense.— 
For Mary hath chosen the — part: ** For” shows 
that ‘‘the good part’’ she had chosen was virtually 
the one thing ‘‘ needful”; namely, undivided devo- 
tion to the word of Christ. In the highest sense it is 
the spiritual reception of Christ himself. ‘The pos- 
session of this ‘‘ part” shad/ not be taken away. But 
ae not implied that Martha was without belief in 

hrist. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


** Votes for Women.” — Vary... and Joanna... 
and Susanna... who ministered unto him (8 : 2). 
What a regular Salvation Army crowd that was! 
When God walked the earth in flesh, putting heaven 
into suffering bodies and bleeding hearts he had with 
him Mary the humble and Joanna the high. While 
Christianity is a full-blooded man’s religion, it has 
never been a ‘‘stag’’ affair, as most other religions. 
Brotherhoods are all right as far as they go, but 
sooner or later most of them seem to sicken and die. 
But the co-ed Christian Endeavor goes on forever. 
Is it because Mary, Joanna, and Susanna are along 
to help run it? Yes,I think so. I have had a men’s 
Bible class for some years. But about twice a year 
it has to be touched by Mary, Joanna, and Susanna. 
The boys at least seem to think so, for they come and 
say, ‘* Don’t you think it is pretty near time to have 
another?” I always think itis. Then these women 
and many others minister of their substance. Chris- 
tianity at the first and now shares all its joy, glory and 
success with mothers, sisters, and wives. And if they 
want to vote, I say let them (Gen, 2: 18; Prov. 31: 
90, $3; 3 Cor. 32 ¢ 9) 


Coatesville Pillows.— Zhe Son of man hath not 
where to lay his head (9: 58). No poorer man ever 
lived than the Son of God. Born poor, lived poor, 
died poor. That we might be rich. Christ intends 
every one to have a place to lay his head, and a pillow 
as well. All those snug little homes up there on the 
hillside are for his Coatesville friends. The ‘‘ church 
people,” you will find, live up there. The folks in 
Coatesville who are homeless and pillowless are those 
who make the groggeries worth $100,000 a saloon, 
We can imitate Christ in all things but one. His 
poverty. Hedoesn’t wantustodothat. It was neces- 
sary that he should be r and homeless, but it is 
neither necessary nor desirable that. you should be. 
The homeless ones are never thus by any arrange- 
mentof heaven. There is not a man inthe mills but 
heaven says to him, ‘‘Get a home, I'll help you.” 
And heaven does not stopthere, but tells exactly 
how in Matthew 6: 33. If you will come to Coates- 
ville and see me I will show you dozens and dozens 
of Sunday-school men who never had anything but 
God and day wages living in their own homes, as 
good homes as their bosses have. 

The “‘ Butters."°—/ w7// follow thee, Lord ; but— 
(v. 61). The ** I-will-follow-thee-buts ” is a big branch 
of the race. But neither religion nor business has . 
any use for the I-will-follow-thee;butters. If you 
want to understand this Scripture just try to get help © 
for some enterprise in church, business, or sociai 
life. You will find a world fuli of ‘‘ I-would-like-to- 
butters.” This is why one man in a hundred is 
all you can depend upon. Men who do things are 
Johnny-on-the-spotters. Men who make successes, 
for example, have no time for certain social func- 
tions. See those fine stores in the great city. Look 
at those great mills in the suburbs. Note that splen- 
did practise. I know neither the storekeeper, the 
millowner, nor the professional man. But I know 


this, and no one will dream of contradicting me : 
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these successful men spend no time at card- 
parties. They do not attend dances. The 
pool-room and the palm-room never see 
them. If these well-established men cannot 
sfford the waste and the down-pull, how can 
a young fellow like you, just starting in life ? 
Christ’s kingdom of success is for him who 
is up and away, following at the first call 
(Prov, 21: 21; John 12 : 26). 


Straight Ahead.—Ao man, having put 
his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit 
Jor the kingdom of God (v. 62). ** Fight it 
out on this line if it takes all summer,’’ said 
t .. successful general, Livingstonein Africa, 
A.l theeworld loves a Quitter—well, hardly ! 
God wants good, strong, full men in the 
heaven kingdom just as much as old Mahog- 
any Desk does in the mill kingdom (Neh. 6: 
11; Psa, 108: 1; 2 Tim.4:7). When Ed- 
ison started out to find a thing he kept plow- 
ing straight ahead—and became the great 
Edison, When John Wanamaker started 
oul in the merchandizing business he kepi 
straight ahead—and became ‘* Wanamak- 
er’s.’’ Luther, Wesley, Knox. Some get 
tired in Sunday-school and religious work. 
They quit. But all these **lookers-back,’’ I 
know, never make any great success any- 
where. When you hear a fellow lauding 
other vocations better than his own you can 
size him. ‘I was a fool to learn the blank 
trade,’’ is not the whine of the skilled work- 
man, ‘The master workman loves his trade, 
and has ims eye onthe end. The lawyer, 
the doctor, the preacher, the clerk pushes 
straight ahead past the ‘dead ones,’’ the 
whiners, right to the end of the furrow where 
the pot of gold and the crown await the man 
who is worthy and wins, 


Which ?—l ud she hada sister called Mary 
(10: 39). Two home girls dear to the heart 
of every true man—which for you? An in- 
ventor making up this book in the third cen- 
tury, in selecting two girl friends of this hero 
of thirty, couid never have put in these two 
Coatesville girls, But the Holy Spirit put 
themin., Martha, the model housekeeper, 
Busy fighting dirt and keeping Lazarus and 
everything else in order, Buttons always 
on and your handkerchiefs always in the left- 
hand corner of the top drawer. Good din- 
ners. Light biscuits. But listen: **Oh, 
dear me, I’m so tired, I’m ready to drop!”’ 
And Mary? When friends arrive, Mary 
claps her hands with joy and cries, **Oh, come 
along, Martha, ‘That will keep till to-morrow, 
—and the Master may not be able to stay, 
Come, sister, leave] your pots and pans, I 
love to hear him talk!’’? Which girl for 
you? Martha, who allows home cares to 
narrow her and become worried, or Mary, 
who chooses the better part and reaches out 
and takes the wider and richer life, to be 
found at the Master’s feet? 


COATESVILLE, PA, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


When They Are Hurt.—Jnasmuch as ye 
did it unto one of these my brethren, even 
these least, ye did it unto me (Golden Text}, 
Two litle four-year-olds, says Forward, were 
at play on the lawn when the tiny girl slipped 
and fell. In a moment her small companion 
had helped her to her feet again, and stood 
with an arm about her until her sobs ceased. 
**What did your little cousin do for you 
when you were hurt?’ asked the mother a 
few moments later. ‘* Nuffin’, he just loved 
me,’’ answered the baby, the tears. still 
standing in her blue eyes, but the comfort 
she had received shining through them.— 
James E. Lawson, Charlottetown, P. E. I. 


His Mother’s Portrait.—nasmuch as ye 
did it unto one of these my brethren, even 
these least, ye did it unto me (Golden Text), 
In analyzing the secret of King Edward’s 
popularity among his subjects, a French writer 
recalls a story worth retelling. He related 
how, when His Majesty was driving along 
a country road in Scotland one day he came 
upon an old market-woman struggling under 
a load which was more than she could man- 
age. ‘* You might take part of this in your 
carriage,’’ cried the old woman to the king, 
whom she did not recognize. ‘Alas, my 











good woman,’’ replied His Majesty, ‘*I'm 
very sorry, but I’m not going the same way, | 
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However, let me give you the portrait of my 
mother.’’ **A lot of good that will do me,’’ 
was the reply. ‘* Take it all the same,’’ said 
the king, smiling, and he put a sovereign 
bearing Queen Victoria’s ebiey in the palm 
of the astonished old peasant. — Vivian 
Fisher, Vittoria, Ont. From Young People. 


What It Costs.—A certain man said unto 
him, 1 will follow thee whithersoever thou 
goest (9:57). ‘*I would give the world to 
have your experience,’’ said a wealthy man 
to a devoted Christian lady, ‘*That’s just 
what it cost me,’’ she replied; ‘I gave the 
world for it.”"—H. G., Buffalo, N. Y. From 
The Herald of Salvation. The prise for this 
week ts awarded to this illustration. 


To Be Miserable.— No man, having put 
his hand to the plow, and looking back (v. 
62). An old colored woman was describing 
a young member of her church, as having 
**jes’ ’nough r’ligion to make her miser’ble 
—too much to be happy at dances, an’ too 
little to be happy in pra’r meetin’.”’ Alas! 
the type is common—a troubled spirit that 
halts half way, afraid to go back and unwill- 
ing to go forward. ‘There is no peace in the 
borderland. The half-way Christian is a 
torment to himself and no benefit to others. 
—Mary FE, Watson, Hartford, Conn, From 
Christian Endeavor World, 


Hindering Our Christianity.— J/ortha 
was cumbered about much serving (10 : 40). 
An energetic woman whose housewifely feats 
were always pushed to the limit of endurance 
and strength, was observed to have changed 
her routine, ‘*No, I’ve let upa little on 
avin’ my work that way,’’ she admitted, 
** I’ve found that I can’t wash, iron, and be 
a Chri-tian all in one day,’’ It was a fortu- 
nate discovery and a wiseamendment, ‘There 
are many people doing their work—good and 
useful work—at such a rushing rate that there 
is neither time nor strength left for being a 
Christian, When the nerves grow tense and 
the temper sharp, when our fellow-creatures 
seem chiefly interested in keeping well out 
of our way, and there is no time for a word 
of sympathy with the children’s pleasure or 
the neighbor’s grief, there is surely r-ed to 
call a halt in our rapid pace. The Master 
cannot use that kind of service.—A/lary £. 
Watson, Hartford, Conn, From Forward. 


Fruitless Activity.—A/artha was cum- 
bered about much serving... Mary hath 
chosen the good part (vs. 40, 42). Baily Sun- 
day is reported as saying that the less relig- 
ion a church has the more oyster soup it 
takes to run it. The young people’s socie- 
ties and ladies’ aid socicties of the modern 
church would do well to consider that they 
are often doing the service, at least in part, 
that Martha did to her Lord. Is this service 
weil-pleasing to God ?—Adfred C. Spencer, 
Burlington, Pa. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister 
of the Anglo-American Congregation 
in Beyrout 


ARY ¢hat was called Magdalene 
(8:2). Mary was such a common 
name that a further specializing term 

was needed. Such a descriptive term is 
usually (1) the addition of the father’s name, 
as James, son of Zebedee, or (2) the birth- 
place, as Magdalene, or (3) seniority, or (4) 
some personal or professional feature, as the 
short, one-eyed, fair, freckled or leper, 
Pharisee, etc. 

Who ministered unto him [or them] of 
their substance (v. 3). ‘This was necessary if 
the disciples were to remain together in a 
village. When the messengers were sent 
out, two by two, passing once and rapidly 
from place to place, the ordinary guest law 
for travelers was sufficient for their needs, 
butin a village it would obviously be difficult 
for one house to provide accommodation and 
hospitality for such a company as Jesus and 
his band of disciples. 

I well follow thee whithersoever thou goest 
(9:57). It wasthe plea of sainthood, the en- 
joyment of the presence of Christ, that to-day 
makes some Christians live from conference 
to conference. But Jesus ever cares more 
for his kingdom than for himself, and the 
disciples, like Philip, may be sent to some 
desert place, to make Christ known rather 
than to enjoy Christian fellowship where it 
already exists. 

Jo go and bury my father (v. 59). This 





in the East is a very solemn duty, to lead the 
lamentation in the house of mourning. Cus- 
tom made it a right to be claimed by the 
visitors, who had laid aside all other duties 
to be present, . 

Suffer me to bid farewell (v. 61). Even the 
guest of a day cannot leave an Oriental home 
without the sanction and parting blessing of 
his host: how much more would it be neces- 
sary in the case of a son to have his parents’ 
benediction. But in Christ’s service the 
calling voices are in front, not behind, 
These instances present a warning against 
offering to Christ a service of momentary 
impulse or marred by conscious reservations, 

Having put his hand to the plough (v. 62). 
The Oriental plough has only one handle or 
shaft or handle. ‘The farmer controls it with 
> hand, while he holds the ox-goad in the 
other. 
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Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


AST week we looked off over the wil- 
derness from a tower on the ridge of 
Olivet. To-day we will go about half 

a mile farther southeast on Olivet’s slope, and 
look off southward. Our Jerusalem map 
shows the number 4 attached to the point of 
abig V. We will stand at the very point of 
that V (just south of the highway), and look 
off over the village where Martha kept house 
for her brother and sister, and where our 
Master was their guest. 








The ground slopes steeply downward be- 
fore us, dotted with olive-trees. Over the 
tree-tops we look down to the houses of 
modern Bethany,—litule graystone buildings 
with flat roofs and few windows. Several 
have walled courtyards, We can plainly see 
outside staircases that lead to second-story 
rooms (‘‘upper chambers’’), Beyond the 
village more olive orchards and small fields 
cover the slopes of low, rolling hills, but far- 
ther away the land looks brown and bare. 
Away off in the south, eight or nine miles 
away, other hills look almost like a soft, 
blue-gray cloud on the horizon, 

Bethany is to-day a poor and shabby vil- 
lage, whose Mohammedan inhabitants do not 
now live anywhere near up to Martha’s stand- 
ards of thrifty housekeeping ; the exact site 
of the hospitable home is not really known, 
though tradition locates it at this northern 
side of the village. But there is no doubt 
of the identity of Bethany as a whole. To 
this quiet hamlet on the sunny hillside our 
Master used to come for rest. Here He who 
would not work miracles for the subsistence 
of his own body used to bless and break com- 
mon, every-day bread, and share it with his 
friends. Here he slept after long, hard days 
in Jerusalem over at the other side of Olivet. 
And from here he went forth again in the 
morning, another day’s work made more 
readily possible because of the tenderly wise 
service rendered by those who loved him. 

Use a stereograph entitled, ‘* Bethany, 
where our Lord was anointed; south from 
Olivet.’’ 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lessons of the 
year. The use of the stereographs will be 
found a most practical help toward making the 
lesson places vea/. Forty-eight places will be 
visited during 1914. The forty-eight stereo- 
graphs cost $8.00, and, if all are ordered at one 
time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case will be 
given free. ‘Twelve places will be described with 
the lessons of this first quarter; cost, $2.00. 
The four for January alone, 67 cents. (Less 
than four in one order are 20 cents each.) 
Stereoscopes, 85 cents each. Postage or ex- 
press prepaid on all orders for stereographs or 
Stereoscopes. Lantern slides of the same scenes 
can also be obtained. Plain slides, 50 cents 
each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. 
In orders for twenty-five or more prices are : 
plain slides, 40 cents each; sepia-tinted, 45 
cents; colored, $1.00. Address The Sunday 
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School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


APrayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast marvelously in thy love on us a 
sure leadership in Christ Jesus, We know that 
in following him we have rest and courage in 
the certainty of his guidance. We need to 
serve him more faithfully. We pray that we 
may follow without question. Take away from 
our hearts distrust and uneasiness, Give us 
freedom from finding, our own way and from 
serving in feverish anxiety, which is not really 
service. eof us have never allowed thee 
to use us in ways of thine own free choice. 
Forgive us, we pray thee. Choose for us. 
Give us st and courage equal to the task 
without any fretful desire to see the end of the 
path along which thou art leading us. When 
thou dost call may we not delay, but move 
straight out into companionship with thee. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The guide had taken 
a group of Americans down the steep stair- 
way into the catacombs just outside the city 
of Rome. The narrow passages led out in 
various directions under the ground, and 
with the darkness broken only by the gleam 
of iittle tapers the guide and his party wended 
their way through the ways that were so 
Strange to the tourists. Without that guide 
any one of them could have been lost, He 
knew the way, and the others just followed. 
Some of you boys have tried tracking in your 
Boy Scout training. Somebody has laid a 
trail not easily seen always, but marked in 
some way, ye | you are to follow. You in 
your tracking and the Americans in the cat- 


| acombs may have your own ideas about 
where to go, but they know and you know 


that the only thing to do then is to follow the 
guide, or to follow the trail. Some of us do 
not like to do this in everyday life when 
Jesus is leading off. He says, ‘* Follow 
me.’’ We say, ‘* Certainly, after we have 
tried this other way, or after we have waited 
a while, or after we have finished something 
else.’’ 

There is a little word that occurs more 
than once in this lesson that makes plenty of 
trouble for all of us. It is the word we use 
when we want to object te something we are 
called upon to do, It is especially in the 
way when Jesus is calling us to serve him. 
It was in the way during his talks with peo- 
ple on the earth, and it is still in the world. 
Let me show you what I mean on the board, 
for I suppose you have already thought of 
the word. I will put down first what Jesus 
says, and after that the little word itself. 
Can you tell me what it is? 





FOLLOW ME,—BUT 











I do not know what your special objection 
is to following Jesus when he calls, but Satan 
can suggest any number of objections. You 
cannot serve Jesus Christ with freedom and 
fulness so long as you object to what he 
calls you todo, Why not just let him take 
charge, and move out into the kind of service 
that he plans ? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve."’ 
** Hark ! the voice of gomm crying."’ 
** Jesus calls us, o'er the tumult."’ 
‘**O Jesus, I have promised."’ 
‘*Thou didst leave thy throne and thy kingly 
crown."" : 
‘* When I survey the wondrous cross.”’ 
** Who is on the Lord's side ?”’ 
** Work, for the night is coming.” 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 116 : 1-19 (235 : 1-3). 
Psalm 123 : 1-4 (268 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 146 : 1-3 (315 : 1-3). 
Psalm 55 : 12-17 (107 : 1-4). 
Psalm 119 : 33-40 (245 : 1-3). 
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** Pucker” has written a little book enti- 
tled ** Boy’ s- Eye Views of the Sunday-school.”’ 
He takes up various departments of the work, 
with shrewd comments as to the strong and 
weak points in Sunday-schools he has at- 
tended. You will find the book very sug- 
gestive in your work. It may be had for 60 
cents, postpaid, from The Sunday School 
Times Co. 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


Fifty-two informal little nature talks will be 
given in this column for the use of teachers of 
the younger children, or for parents on Sunday 
in the home. Designed to be used in the mid- 
dle of the openieg service in the Sunday- 
school, they should be given without introduc- 
tion, and followed possibly by a “song that 
fits,” or a word of prayer. he teacher need 
not follow closely the order of the talks, but 
should fit some to the weather or other local 
cenditions, and omit, supplement, or  *) 
others. The talks may be simplified for still 
younger children, or elaborated for the Juniors. 


4. A Stormy Day 


OU are brave boys and girls to come out 
this cold, stormy day. Sometimes I 
think I like this sort of a day, for it 

shows me what boys and girls are most anx- 
ious to come to Sunday-school. 

But God has a better reason than that for 
sending us this kind of weather, You never 
could guess it! It is to make things strong 
and the air pure. 

This hard wind blows away all the sickly 
air, and the cold makes it clean for us to 
breathe. Then, blowing this way and that, 
bending the biggest trees and waving the 
branches, makes me think of how you look 
and do in school, taking exercises. ‘The 
school-teacher has you do that to make your 
bodies strong ; just so it does the trees. 

Suppose God had the wind always to blow 
in one direction. Everything would get bent 
over one way, wouldn’t it? But it comes 
this way and that, and they stand up tall and 
straight alter it. 

Did you ever notice a telegraph-pole? It 
used to be a pine-tree, growing with all its 
branches up near the top, the needle-like 
leaves looking like big green plumes. But 
when you look closely at a telegraph-pole 
you see that the wood seems to have. been 
twisted, just like a stick of striped candy, for 
all it is so tall and straight. That is because 
the winds bent it this way and that, and 
every time the little pine straightened itself 
up like a soldier, , 

Year after year it did that because its 
heart was true; so by and by the telegraph 
men came and said, ** We want this kind to 
hold up our important wires, so that men 
can depend on them.”’ 

So the pine-tree comes to have a great 
place in the world because it didn’t have an 
easy time growing straight. Ged knows 
what is best for pine-trees and people too! 

BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—People who he!p 
others are serving Jesus, 
Introduction.—Last week we prayed, 


‘* Help us to do the things we should, 
To be to others kind and good.’ 


What do Boy Scouts try to do every day? 
Tell us what chances you found to be help- 
ful. Encourage a few answers; tell how you 
helped somebody, and explain that when we 
help others we please Jesus, 

Review.—What did Jesus say, when he 
wanted to help the children and _ their 
mecthers? Refer to the picture, ‘‘ ‘Christ 
Blessing the Children,’’ and repeat his invi- 
tation. 

Can you name some of Jesus’ first helpers ? 
What were they called? How many more 
did Jesus send out? He said to them, ‘It 
is not ye that speak,”’ etc. 

In Jast Sunday’s story we talked about 
three men who had a chance to be helpers. 
Use the picture and let different children tell 
about the injured man, the priest, the Levite, 
and the Samaritan. Which aeted most like 
a kind neighbor? Repeat, ‘*’Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself.’’ 

Who are our neighbors? Make plain that 
jt is any one, near or far, whom we can help. 
If you planned to help a little to provide a 
school for Samaritan children, help the chil- 
dren to realize that such things were what 
Jesus meant when he said, ‘‘ Inasmuch as ye 
did it unto one of these, ye did it unto me.”’ 
(Shortened for Primary children.) 

To-day’s lesson adds another on helpful- 











ness, or serving others, and should culminate 
in some concrete expression, If the Samari- 
tan appeal is not followed, choose some op- 
portunity for your children to be real helpers. 

Lesson Incidents.—Thvee short stories, 
suggested for to-day, present different ways 
in which people might have helped or served 
Jesus, and may be connected as if they oc- 
curred in close succession, 

One time when Jesus started to visit some 
cities and towns, his disciple friends and 
some women friends went along to help, and 
to minister to his wants. Everywhere Jesus 
told the good news about his kingdom. He 
loved to tell about it. Of the children he 
said, ‘*Of such is the kingdom.’’ ‘To the 
seventy he said, ‘‘ Preach that the kingdom 
of God is come nigh unto you,’’ Afterward 
Jesus traveled about to tell the same good 
news. 

One day, as they journeyed, a man who 
heard Jesus wanted to be his helper, so he 
said, ‘*I will follow you wher@ver you go.’’ 
Jesus had no real home, so he said to the 
man, ‘‘ Foxes have holes [for their homes 
and the birds of the air have nests, but t 
the Son of man hath not where to lay his 
head.’’ (Show suitable pictures.) ‘The man 
didn’t know that it might be so hard to fol- 
low Jesus. Not long afterward, Jesus said 
to another man, ‘‘ Follow me,’’ but he made 
a lot of excuses. 

I think Jesus was glad when he reached 
the home of his friends in Bethany, not far 
from the big walled city of Jerusalem. In 
this home lived two sisters, Mary and Martha, 
with their brother Lazarus. 

When Jesus, their best friend, came, 
Martha worked busily, arranging the house 
and meals. Mary had heard Jesus speak, 
and felt that every moment was precious, to 
ask questions, or to listen, so she sat at his 
feet.to catch every word. 

Martha didn’t like that, so she came to 
Jesus and said, ‘‘ Lord, do you not care that 
my sister has left me to serve, or work, 
alone? Tell her to help me.’’ Jesus said, 
kindly, ‘‘ Martha, you are anxious and trou- 
bled. about too many things, but one thing 
is needful, for. Mary hath chosen the good 
part. 

Sing ‘‘Serve him, serve him, all ye little 
children,’’ or from ‘* Love’s. Lesson’’—in 
**Songs for Little People’’ (Pilgrim Press, 


| 60' cents): + 


‘* With a childlike heart of love, 
At thy bidding may I move. 
Prompt to serve and follow thee, 
Loving him who first loved me."’ 


Or one stanza of ‘‘ I Cannot Do Great Things 
for Him ’’ (same book). 

Hand-work.—Last year for three Sundays 
before Valentine’s Day a Primary superin- 
tendent in California allowed early-comers 
to spend a few minutes before the session in 
working for others, She provided stiff red 
paper hearts, about four inches long, An 
inch strip was slashed in the center of each. 
On the board she wrote, ‘* He Careth for 
You,” which’ the children copied carefully in 
light crayons, on each heart. On the Sunday 
nearest Valentine’s Day a sprig of green or 
a blossom was tucked under the strip. These 
Sunday-school valentines were distributed by 
Primary children to members of the Cradle 
Roll and Home Department and carried 
much joy. Jesus meant such kind things 
when he said, ‘* Inasmuch as ye did it,’’ etc. 

CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


AIM : How to serve Jesus. 

1. Begin with what we have, what we caz do. 

2. Begin now. 

3. We serve him best when we are so like 
him in character and ideals that he can use us 
to illustrate his power. 


NTRODUCTION.—Show the inclination 
to sigh for great things to do, while 
neglecting the little things at home. 

Did you ever read about a girl doing a 

wonderful deed which brought praise to 
everyone’s lips and great honor to the girl, 
and then wish that something like that would 
happen to you? Did you ever wish for an 
opportunity to do something big or brave or 
wonderful? What followed? You proba- 
bly sighed a deep, long sigh and then forgot 
all about, the little thing your mother said to 
be sure and not forget. 
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some of them sighed and said that they had 
little chance of finding a robbed stranger and 
doing so nobly for him. Perhaps they, too, 
had forgotten some near-by ways of serving. 
To-day we, therefore, want to look at three 


makes service acceptable to Jesus, 


1. Read Luke 8: 1-3 with the girls follow- 
ing the words in their own Bibles. Here 
are some humble women serving Jesus 
quietly and acceptably. Do not stop to ex- 
plain details about who these women were, 
but note the motive of their service. Em- 
phasize the fact that acceptable service is 
something given, and not something for 
which we expect payment. Note the char- 
acter of their service—it was work they 
could do, and probably had been accustomed 
to do, but the same work now takes on an 
entirely new dignity when done for Jesus, 
It was not noticed publicly ; perhaps none 
outside the circle of disciples knew. Yet 
Jesus was pleased. So in our study of serv- 
ice we learn that we can serve Jesus with 
what we have and can do at this time. Can 
you sing? Then, instead of cheap songs, 
sing those you think would please him. 
Help in the Sunday-school choir and attend 
rehearsals regularly. Can you sew? Sew 
your best for Jesus’ sake ; sewing especially 
well the parts that will not show; sew on 
some buttons for little sister or brother as 
service for Jesus. Think of him as you do 
it; tell him you are sewiug on those buttons 
very tight because you want them well done 
for his sake. Money isn’t always necessary 
for service. ‘There was never a girl born 
who had not many things with which to 
serve, 

2. When shall we begin such service? 
One day three men said they would follow 
Jesus. We do not know who they were or 
whether they did follow or not, but from 
Jesus’ answer one of them evidently expected 
that he would be an earthly king and live 
with his followers in a beautiful palace. But 
two made excuses about when to begin, 
They wanted to do something else first. 
Have the girls read Luke 9 : 59-62. 

Tell the girls the Russian folk-story of 
Babouscka (‘** The Children’s Hour,’’ Mil- 
ton Bradley Co.). Babouscka was an old 
woman who sat beside her warm fire one 
night and rejoiced that she did not have to 
go out intothe storm. Suddenly.a rap came 
at the door. ‘There stood three wise men 
from the East with their gilts for the Christ- 
child. ‘*Come with us, Babouscka,’’ they 
said. ‘* Ah, good sirs, not to-night. It is 
too cold.””, She shut the door and the old 
men journeyed on without her, But as she 
rocked by her fire and thought of the little 
Christ-child she said, ** To-morrow I will 
go. ‘To-morrow, when it is light and the 
storm is over, I will carry him some toys.’’ 
But when to-morrow came she realized that 
she had forgotten to inquire the way, and 
they were too far ahead to catch up to them. 





Babouscka missed her opportunity. To-day, 
| they say, she goes about when children are 
fast asleep and leaves her toys beside the 
| child, ** for His sake.’? But what joy might 
have been hers had she made no excuses. 
Begin now. What can I do at thirteen or 
fourteen, not what shall IT be able to do 
when I am eighteen, or when I am as old as 
mother ? 

Enlist to-day in Jesus’ service. Have you 
seen those posters, ‘‘ Men wanted for the 
U. S. Army’’? Men can enlist any day. 
Our country needs men all the time. So 
does Jesus Christ. Noexcuses; begin now. 


3- We have still another picture of accept- 
able service. Let the girls read Luke Io: 
38-42. Do not discuss the merits of Martha’s 
service, but note that there is a better serv- 
ice. Mary sat at Jesus’ feet to be taught 
his will. ‘The closest-communion with Jesus 
is the very best kind of service. This will 
result in no mistakes, no worry, no defeats, 
The power to work with our hands may be 
taken from us, but serving by abiding at 
Jesus’ feet to learn more can never be taken 
away. Mrs. F., a friend’in our congrega- 
tion, crippled with rheumatism, can do very 
little active service for Jesus, yet who would 
ever say she does not serve? Is not she by 
her patience and faith and cheerfulness one 
of our greatest servers inthe church? Hence 
acceptable service does not always mean 
rushing around doing things. We can do 
better service by just being the kind of girl 
Jesus can use as he desires. Therefore, be 
careful in estimating your own or others’ 





I think pethaps that when Jesus related 
that parable of the Good Samaritan, and | 
showed his disciples how to be neighborly, 


service. Let each girl in her heart say, ‘‘I 
can serve; I will begin now; I will serve 
in that better way, like Mary.’’ 


incidents concerning service to see what | 
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Write at home in your book three prin 
ciples relating to serving. Mention an inci 
dent that illustrates each principle. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Memorize Luke 11:9. 

Read Luke 11; 1-13. 

Why do you think the disciples wanted to 
learn to pray? 

Why is this “ Lord’s Prayer’’ a model 
| prayer ? 

Does that unneighborly neighbor’s way of 
giving up represent the way God gives to us? 

Does one always pray in words? Could 
seeking and knocking be prayeralso? Does 
God promise to hear us always? Does he 
promise to give us always what we ask? 
Why not? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





% 
Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


WAS the first one of our class at Sunday- 
school last Sunday, and as soon as I 
came in teacher gave me a slip of paper 

with a sentence on it for me to copy on the 
board. ‘This was the sentence: 





A CHRISTIAN IS ONE WHO ——— CHRIST 











When class took up, he asked us what 
word belonged in the blank, We gave a lot 
of them: Loves, Trusts, Obeys, Follows, 
etc, Finally, little Carl said: ‘*Serves,’’ 
and teacher exclaimed, **‘That’s the one I 
wanted. Those other things are important, ° 
but they must lead on to real service or they 
they are selfish and weak.’”’ 

Ile had us turn to Romans 1: 1, and read 
, how Paul called himself a servant of Jesus 
| Christ. Teacher believes that the main 
thing is to love Jesus so much that we shall 
be glad to work for him. 

Tle explained that the verses printed in 
the quarterly for to-day were Bible incidents 
picked out here and there to make up the 
lesson because they all taught something 
about service, ‘‘and,’’ he went on, ** they 
tell about three ways of serving Jesus. See 
1f you can hunt them out.’’ So we took our 
Bibles and went at it. 

“In studying my home question,’’ spoke 
up Bumps, ‘**I found out that substance, in 
verse 3, means money, so [ guess that’s one 
way to serve Christ, by giving money. 

‘*Right,’? said teacher. Then he ex- 
plained how these women, out of gratitude 
to Jesus, used their money to support him 
and the apostles as they went about preach- 
ing. 

He went on and told us about some of the 
rich men now that are putting thousands 
and thousands of dollars into missions and 
Y. M. C, A, and Sunday-school work, He 
thinks that men never have given so largely 
as now, and that consecrated money never 
did so much good as now, 

‘* Boys,’? he said, leaning forward and 
speaking low and earnest, ‘* if God should 
ever trust you with wealth, remember you 
are only stewards, and he expects you to use 
the money in his service. And you don't 
have to wait till you’re rich to serve him that 
way either,’? he went on, ‘*The many 
small givers do as much as the fewer large 
ones,’’ 

He told a story about a poor washerwoman 
in Boston who went without things to sup- 
port a Bible woman in India. 

‘‘My, what a good time that washer- 
woman and that Bible woman will have in 
heaven talking things over,’’ he said, and he 
actually had to wipe his eyes just thinking 
about it, 

He told us the second way to serve Jesus 
was in chapter 9, verse 60, Bulldog and I 
ran a dead-heat for it, and both hollered 
‘* preaching ’’ right together, 

Teacher had us read verses 57-62, and 
asked us why these men were unwilling to 
preach. . 

‘*The first one couldn’t stand the hard- 
ships,’’ answered Fred, the minister’s son. 

**And the other two wanted to wait 
a while,’’ added Bert. 

‘* Looks like Jesus might have let that 
fellow go to his own father’s funeral,’’ 
growled Bulldog. 

‘* James, you tell him what you found 
out about that,’’ said teacher, smiling. So 


Skinny explained that the old man wasn’t 
dead yet, and it was just the son’s excuse to 
put off going out to preach, 
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‘* But why was it wrong for the next man 
to say good-by to his folks ?’’ asked teacher, 

That was my home question, and | told 
how mother thought it showed the man’s 
heart was not fully surrendered to Christ, 
and that was why Jesus said that about the 
plow. ‘Teacher agreed that mother was 
right, and that a person must be whole- 
hearted and single-minded in serving Jesus. 

Next we read the verses about Martha and 
Mary. Fred pointed out Betiany on the 
map, and, sure enough, teacher had a stereo- 
scopic picture of the town as it is to-day. 
You just ought to get those pictures for your 
class, —they’re great. 

** Which one of these two women really 
served Jesus?’’ asked teacher. 

** Seems to me it must have been Martha,”’ 
spoke up Bumps, ‘* She got him up a fine 
meal and waited on him,’’ 

* Yes,’’ answered teacher, ** but Jesus did 
not care for the heaped-up table and the fine 
food. If she had been feeding some hungry 
orphans in Jesus’ name, that would have 
been acceptable service, ‘Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.’ 
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But Jesus was hungry for something of a 
different kind. What was it?’’ he asked, 

‘* IT guess he just wanted some one to un- 
derstand him and kind of be chums with 
him,’’ spoke up little Carl, ** like 1 used to 
before you fellows took me into this class.’’ 

‘*That’s a good way to put it,’’ nodded 
teacher. ‘*Jesus was hungry for the com- 
munion of true friendship, and Mary, by her 
loving understanding and sympathy, really 
served him better than Martha.’?’ Then the 
bell stopped us, 

So you see we started in trying to think 
of the word *‘serves’’ to put in that blank 
on the board ; spent most of the time talk- 
ing about three ways of serving Jesus: Giv- 
ing, Preaching, Communing; and just an- 
swered the home questions to explain things. 
The illustrations were about people giving 
nowadays, gotten out of the Sunday-school 
and missionary papers, Then there was the 
map and the picture. We always have them 
to make it interesting. 

For next time, we each have to bring in a 
written definition of prayer, made up out of 
our own head or that somebody tells us. 

West Terre Haute, INbD. 


THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 


Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 








Feilowship and Its Fruit 


HIS week’s subject consists of three 
passages: Luke 8: 1-3; 9 : 57-62; 

10: 38-42. ‘They are all linked to- 
gether by the one thought of service for 
Christ, the subject being illustrated in vari-. 
ous ways. ‘This is the only link of connec- 
tion between the passages, because the inci- 





filled, as here, by the hospitality of loving 
disciples. 

7uesday.—Luke 9: 57-62. Three men 
desire to become disciples, and they are sol- 
emnly warned to give the matter full consid- 
ation first and ‘count the cost.’’ A part of 


| the parallel is Matthew 8 : 19-22, the third 


| instance being given by Luke alone. 


: ‘ | passage is particularly interesting for its rev- 
dents occurred at three different periods. - S E 7 e 


The first dates from the Galilean ministry | 


when it was at its height, The second also 
from the Galilean ministry, but somewhat 
Jater in date. The third is associated with 
Bethany in Judea, and doubtless in connec- 
tion with one of Christ’s visits to the Holy 
City. All three passages should be read at 
once for the purpose of obtaining therefrom 
avencial impression about service. ‘Then 
their place in the life of our Lord should be 
definitely discovered by means of Dr. Rid- 
dle’s ‘Outline Harmony of the Gospels ’’ 
(the Sunday School Times Co., 10 and 25 
cents), and George E, Croscup’s ‘* Histor- 
ical Chart of the Life and Ministry of 
Christ ’’ (The Sunday School Times Co., $1). 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—Read Luke 8 : 1-3. 
was a preaching tour in Galilee. 


The time 
The words 


| 
| 
| 
} 


descriptive of the preaching are noteworthy, | 


‘heralding and evangelizing,’’ proclaiming 
as a herald the Good News, Observe, too, 
what was the subject of the proclamation, 
‘the Kingdom of God,.’’ But of course the 
main point of 
women, which, though implied in Matthew 
27:55, 56 and Mark 15 : 41, is definitely 
stated by Luke alone. ‘Lhe information is 
probably due to some special source that 
Luke possessed, and it is also characteiistic 
of his grace and tenderness to womanhood 
in his writings (7 : 36, 373; 8:48). 

look up some references to Mary Magda- 
lene. It is a curious tradition that associ- 
ates Mary of Magdala with the woman, a 
sinner, in chapter 7, and it has become pro- 
verbial to speak of a certain cliss of women 
as Magdalene, But there is really no founda- 
tion for this identification, and if Luke had 
wished to make it clear he could and would 
probably have done so. The reference to 
*s seven demons’? is only an allusion to the 
extraordinary and terrible trouble, the num- 
ber seven being pretty certaiuly symbolical 
of the highest form of demoniacal possession 
(tt : 26). Another name is of very special 
interest among these women, Joanna, the 
wife of Chuzas, a steward of Ilerod. Her 
husband held some position of overseer in 
the household of Herod Antipas, and it is 
particularly interesting that Herod’s foster 
brother was one of the early Christians ( Acts 
13:1). 

These women rendered pecuniary assist- 
ance to Christ and his disciples, and the allu- 


sion sheds light on the otherwise unsolved 
problem of the means of livelihood of Christ 
and his apostles. They had a cemmon purse 


we know (John 13 : 29), and this was partly 


The 


elation of character. ‘The first man was 
already a disciple (Matt. 8:21), and with 
warm-hearted impulsiveness expressed his 
readiness to follow his Master. Christ dia 
not disapprove of this, but tested it, and the 
silence that resulted makes us wonder 
whether he responded to the searching 
proof, 

The next man is the exact opposite of the 
former, showing extreme consideration. This 
necessitated a different method, for Christ 
had to hasten him as he had checked the 
other. What did the call, so often found, 
** Follow me,’’ really mean? It is summed 
up in the two words, Trust and Obedience. 
The man replies by a proverbial remark, 
which really means, ‘‘ 1 must attend to home 
first.”’ Some years ago two travelers heard 
these very words from a young Bedouin 
chief, though his father was standing close 
by. It was the expression of his desire to 
remain at home till he wasfree. Our Lord’s 


| answer shows the danger of delay and the 


Luke’s description is the | 








necessity of decision. ‘There is a relative 
value in duties. The spiritually dead can 
do a work which does not need life; the 
primary duty can only be performed by the 
spiritually alive. 

‘Then the third example follows, ‘The man 
expressing his desire to follow is neverthe- 
less inclined to hesitate in order to say ** fare- 
well’? at home. The decision to follow was 
good in itself, and thoroughly sincere in in- 
tention, but the man was really weak, per- 
haps afraid of losing his friends, and their 
displeasure. Ilis irresoluteness is involved 
in the word ‘* but,’’ and his danger is clearly 
seen in our Lord's words, Eastern saluta- 
tions were long and involved, and feelings 
were liable to change. 

Wednesday, - Read Luke to : 38-42. The 
village is of course Bethany (John 11: 1). 
The reticence about the place in Luke is 
natural, for all three, Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus, were probably alive at the time, but 
there was no need later on when John wrote, 
This visit to Bethany in the midst of a jour- 
ney from Galilee is probably to be associated 
with John 10, the journey to Jerusalem at 
the Feast of Dedication, which would inter- 
rupt the evangelistic journey, perhaps while 
the Seventy were on their mission. It is 
probable that Martha was the elder of the 
two sisters, though the word ‘‘also”’ (v. 39) 


| shows that both were disciples and sat at the 


Master's feet. Martha was clearly ‘‘dis- 
tracted,’’ externally and morally, Perhaps 
the Greek of 1 Corinthians 7 : 35 is an oral 
reminiscence of this episode. Suddenly 
coming up, and somewhat petulantly, she 
asks Jesus Christ whether he was really in- 





different to the fact that she was working by 
herself. Up to that time Mary seems to 
have been helping. Jesus Christ uses one 
of the striking repetitions of name, found in 
Scripture about ten times, ‘* Martha, 
Martha,’’ the repetition implying tender re- 
buke. But what are we to understand by 
‘*one thing is needful’’? Does this mean 
for Jesus Christ, or for Martha? If for 
Martha, to what does it refer? There seems 
to be a double reference, a play upon words, 
First of all, our Lord meant that only 
one simple dish was required for the meal, 
‘There was no need of anything elaborate, a 
few things, or even one, would be sufficient. 
‘This allusion to simplicity in food naturally 
blends with the thought of spiritual nourish- 
ment, and the ‘‘for’’ cf verse 42 implies 
that Mary was not to be reproved. She had 
put first things first, and had realized the 
relative importance of food for the body and 
food for the soul. 

Sometimes *commentators and preachers 
have said that the true idea of life is a blend 
of Martha and Mary ; Martha before dinner, 
and Mary afterward; but it is not correct 
to speak of them as illustrating the two 
aspects of the Christian life, devotion and 
duty. Mary’s devotion was not quietism 
and passivity, and Martha’s activity was not 
duty, but distraction. It was this that our 
Lord tenderly but definitely rebuked. The 
contrast is between ‘‘many’’ ard ‘‘one,’’ 
and there is no blame for activity and no 
praise for contemplation, ‘The one and 
supreme need is that the condition and state 
of soul behind every activity is only good so 
far as it is healthy. 

Thursday.—As we read over these three 
passages, they suggest one of the most in- 
teresting and valuable topics of study, Chris- 
tianity and womanhood, Luke records sev- 
eral instances of our Lord’s reiation to 
women, and these should be collected and 
carefully studied. Then would follow the 
various references to women in the Acts aud 
Epistles, special attention being given to the 
teaching of Paul. Next, under the guidance 
of a book like Charles Loring Brace’s ‘* Gesta 
Christi’? (Doran, $1.10), we can see what 
Christianity has done for womanhood in the 
past. The topic will then naturally be 
looked at in the light of to-day. 

Friday.—Another subject clearly sug- 
gested by all three passages is the relation 
of Jesus Christ to poverty. It is perfectly 
obvious that he was poor, and dependent 
upon others for maintenance. Luke makes 
various references to the problem of wealth 
and poverty, with special relation to Christ’s 
earthly life. See also Matthew 17 : 24. This 
is a fruitful topic and needs both attention 
and care. Aclear distinction must be drawn 
between poverty and pauperism, the latter 
being absolutely intolerable and impossible 
in the light of the Gospel. The question 
should be raised whether wealth is inherently 
and essentially wrong, or whether the truth 
is not better expressed by saying, ‘‘ It is not 
wrong to have wealth ; it is wrong for wealth 
to have us.’’ Alexander Maclaren, in his 
‘* Expositions of Iloly Scripture’’ (Doran, 
32 vols., sold only on subscription), has a 
fine treatment of the poverty of Christ in his 
section on Luke 8 : 1-3. 

Saturaay.—A very beautiful study is. found 
in the attitude of Jesus Christ to the three 
men in 9: 57-62. It has been pointed out 
that the three men represent the three tem- 
peraments, the impulsive, the cautious, the 
vacillating. The first was warmhearted ; the 
second coldhearted ; the third halfhearted. 
A modern writer, following Bunyan, has 
spoken of them as Mr, Toofast, Mr. Too- 
slow, and Mr. Toosoft. Christ is the touch- 
stone of character, and it is remarkable to 
notice the different methods used in all three 
cases. ‘he variety of Christ’s attitude shows 
his wonderful insight into character and his 
equally wonderful power of dealing with all 
the temperaments that came before him. 

Sunday.—Taking once again all three 
passages two main thoughts seem to be sug- 
gested: Fellowship and Service. We are to 
sit at our Master’s feet and hear his word, 
abiding in his presence and learning his will, 
and then we are to follow and serve him in 
whatsoever he gives us todo. At each point 
we have these two ideas, and we are re- 
minded of his original purpose in selecting 
the Twelve, ‘* ‘That they might be with him, 
and that he might send them forth’’ (Mark 
3:14). All life is summed up in these two 
ideas of fellowship and stewardship. We 
are to receive grace and blessing from our 
Lord as our Deliverer from the evil spirits 
of sin, and our Hexaler from spiritual disease 
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and infirmity, and then out of love, loyalty, 
and devotion will follow him, minister to 
him of our substance, consecrate ourselves 
to his service, and put ourselves at his dis- 
posal to do his loving and holy will. 


Questions for Additional Study 

1. The Kingdom of God. What does this 
mean? See Griffith Thomas’ ng wsagy | 
is Christ,’’ page 28 (Longmans, Green 
Co., 40 cents); F. S. G. Warman’s ‘‘ New 
‘Testament Theology,’’ chapter 3 (Long- 
mans, Green & Co., 40 cents). 

2. The Son of man. In the New Testa- 
ment, with two exceptions, only found on 
the lips of Christ himself. What does it 
mean? See Griffith Thomas, as above, page 
20; Warman, as above, page 29. 

3- “Follow Me.”” Quote various refer- 
ences to this command and notice order in 
the fourfold call: ‘*Come unto Me’’; 
‘*Learn of Me’’; ‘‘ Follow Me’’; ‘* Abide 
with Me.’’ Christ as Redeemer, Teacher, 
Master, Life. 

4- Note the four visits of Jesus Christ to 
Bethany: (1) as the gracious Teacher (Luke 
10); (2) as the sympathizing Friend (John 
11); (3) as the divine Redeemer (John 12); 
(4) as the ascending Lord (Luke 24). 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








do ourselves and others 1s to under- 

take more than our work. The inci- 
dental in life is necessary, but the incidental 
must not take the place of the regular, from 
the-standpoint of performing duties. Charity 
work is needed, but charity work which 
takes a woman from her children and from 
her home, which controls much of the time 
away from her home which should be given 
to performing the duties within her home, is 
a great mistake. 

In these very busy days we are liable to 
see the necessity of doing certain things 
which others really ought to do, and which 
we have no right to do ourselves. Dr. 
Courtney Fenn of China wrote a little poem 
some years ago in which there is this verse : 


Or of the greatest wrongs which we 


‘* I need a Friend who knows me 

So fully through and through 

He'll ne'er misjudge a motive, 
Nor let me try to do 

More work than I can manage, 
The work that is not mine, 

Because of vain ambition, 
Or conscience drawn too fine.’’ 


Tired nerves and weary bodies and over- 
wrought vision, to say nothing of direct 
nervous prostration and breakdown, result 
from ambition and desire to do a greater 
amount of work than that which is really 
ours. Learn to say ‘*‘ No,’ and sayit kindly 
and wisely, with a smile. Say it in such a 
way that people afterward, although they re- 
gret your negative, have a greater respect 
for your character and judgment, Serving 
the Lord Jesus Christ means serving him 
well where he'expects us to serve him, but 
not where th? duty of others may lie, 


january 19 to 25 
Mon.—Luke 8 : 1-3; 9 : 57-62; 10 : 38-42, 
Serving Jesus. 

‘These lessons should teach us the value of 
discriminating between doing and overdoing. 
‘The baker ruins the pastry if it is overdone. 
‘The law applies to Christian service as well. 
All kinds of ill results follow those who over- 
serve and do not sit at Jesus’ feet. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God to direct 
the duties of each day. ‘In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he will direct thy 
paths.’’ Take to him the details of plan, 
purpose, and duty for each day. Ask his 
guidance in each perplexing question and 
erery new circumstance which may arise. 


Tues.—Phil., 3 : 8-21. Whole-Souled Service. 

Paul’s statement: ‘‘ This one thing I do,”’ 
which has become a standard for many a 
life, represents his complete and definite 
surrender to Christ; but it also represents 
his clear, perfect aim, and his consistency of 
devotion. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS :. Pray that we may 
not undertake to do the things which do not 
belong to us, and which are not our specific 
tasks. God's judgment is guiding your 
children. Ask him to help you to value 
aright the training of ther lives,’and put 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 25 (Luke 8 : 1-339: 57-62; 10 : 38-42) 


nothing before this wonderful and blessed 

duty. 

Wed.—Luke 9: 18-27. Service Under Difficulties. 
The test of real Christian character is the 

ability to surmount the difficult. Many give 

up. The Christian overcomes, Face the 

future with the determination of victory. 


' This means victory every day and every hour, 


and constant effort and determination on our 
part. 

- PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: Ask God for 
strength and character to face difficulties 
with determination and seal, that they may 
be overcome, Ask for freedom from worry 
and anxiety, peevishness and ill-disposition. 
Ask for that cheerfulness which is half the 


. victory in every contest; for that assurance 


which defines success. 
Thurs.—Matt. 20 : 17-29. 
Service Leading to Honor. 

Honor does not come only to those who do 
agreat many things in a very wonderiul way, 
but to those who are able to do their definite 
task better than any one else, and give the 
assurance not only of their ability, but also 
of their efficiency, capability, and worthiness, 
The Lord loves to honor them, but le honors 
them as he can trust them and rely upon 
them. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God that we 
may never think of life’s honors, save as 
they are forced upon us; that we may never 
think of the rewards of service, but of the 
joy of being faithful; that we may see in 
cach task the opportunity and responsibility 
of the moment, and perform that task con- 
Sctous of God's indwelling presence and 
divine leadership. 


Fri.—Matt. 26: 6-13. Jesus Anointed. 

There are always those who will complain 
at agift of benevolence. The spiritual vision 
is associated with the spiritual life. And the 
spiritual life may be the gift of God to the 
sinner, rather than his gift to the just. Let 
us anoint Christ with the sacrifices of our 
everyday lives. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God for the 
right appraisement of life; that we may 
value the things which he values, the thought 
which he encourages, and the deeds which he 
would perform, May the money value of 
time or deeds or gifts never separate us from 








Self Delusion 
Many People Deceived by Coffee 


We like to defend our indulgences and 
habits even though we may be convinced 
of their actual harmfulness. 

A man can convince himself that whis- 
key is good for him on a cold morning, 
or beer on a hot summer day—when he 
wants the whiskey or beer. - 

It’s the same with coffee. Thousands 
of people suffer headache and nervous- 
ness year after year, but try to persuade 
themselves the cause is not coffee—be- 
cause they like coffee. 

‘* While yet a child I commenced using 
coffee, and continued it,” writes a Wis- 
consin man, ‘‘ until I was a regular coffee 
fiend. I drank it every morning, and in 
consequence had a blinding headache 
nearly every afternoon. 

‘*My folks thought it was coffee that 
ailed me, but I liked it and wou!d not 
admit it was the cause of my trouble, so 
I stuck to coffee and the headaches stuck 
to me. 

‘‘Finally, the folks stopped buying 
coffee and brought home some Postum. 
They made it right (directions on_pkg.) 
and told me to see what difference it 
would make with my head, and during 
that first week on Postum my old afflic- 
tion did not bother me once. From that 
day to this we have used nothing but 
Postum in place of coffee—headaches are 
a thing of the past and the whole family 
is in fine health.” 

**Postum looks good, smells good, 
tastes good, is good, and does good to 
the whole body.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Postum now comes in two forms : 

Regular Postum—must be well boiled. 

Instant Postum is a soluble powder. 
A teaspoonful dissolves quickly in a 
cup of hot water and, with cream and 
sugar, makes a delicious beverage in- 
Stantly. Grocers sell both kinds. 

‘* There’s a reason” for Postum. 


| the sacrifice of which the Saviour is worthy, | 
and the honor which ts his due. 


Sat.—Jer. 1 : 4-10, 17-19. The Divine Helper. 

One of the most beautiful deeds I ever 
witnessed was performed by a twelve-year- | 
old girl, without the least suggestion from | 
her parents or friends. It was the sponta- 
neous act of one who had learned the Christ- 
spirit very young in her life. Christ was her 
daily, hourly helper, and she has grown into 
womanhood with that splendid expression of 
reality in her religious faith, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : /f we depend upon 
Jesus Christ in our individual lives as an 
actual helper, as an actual strength, we will 
face the day, not only with determination, 
but with the assurance of victory and devel- 
opment in character, This is the way we 

ow in grace and in the knowledge of him, 
He that doeth his will shall know the doc- 
trine, 


Sun.—Rev. 4: 1-11, Heavenly Adoration. 
‘These words of the Revelation suggest an 
experience of earthly adoration, ‘lhe great 
church was filled with worshipers. Over a 
thousand voices were lifted in united praise. 
The hymn was that grand old hymn: *O 
come all ye faithful, worship and adore him,”’ 
As that great chorus rang out the very at- 
mosphere seemed charged with adoration. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Ask that we may 
take more time to think of the great glory of 
our God; that we may not only worship 
him, but adore him, bow before him. The 
hymn says: ‘Do not ask Him when or 
how; only bow.’’ Ask for the spirit of 
praise, reverence, contrite devotion. Let 
the very tone of your voice reveal sincerity 
and earnestness. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer . 








Sunday, January 25, 1914 
The Perils That Threaten Our Nation 
(Jer. 22 : 1-5, 13-18). Home mis- 
sions meeting. 





Daily Readings ‘for Preceding Week 


MON.—Peril from drunkenness (Dan. 5: 
1-6). 

TUES.—From pride (Dan. 4 : 28-37). 

WED.—Fromthe social evil (1 Cor. 6 : 9-20). 

THURS.—From greed (Luke 12 : 13-21). 

FRI.—From oppression (Jas. 5 : 1-6). 

| SAT.—From prosperity (Deut. 8-: 6-20). 











Mention one peril that threatens our nation ? 

What are home missions doing to avert na- 
tional perils ? 

What can Endeavorers do to turn aside na- 
tional perils ? 


NASSIMILATED and unevangelized 
immigration is one of our greatest na- 
tional perils, Immigrant labor is ab- 

solutely indispensable to the life of the nation. 
Of the workers engaged in making clothing 
ninety-four percent are of foreign birth or na- 
tive born of foreign fathers. In sugar refining 
the percentage is ninety-three percent; in 
meat packing, seventy-six percent; in iron 
and steel munufacture seventy-one percent ; 
in bituminous coal mining seventy-two per- 
cent; in oil refining eighty-nine percent; in 
construction work eighty-one percent. We 
could not do without the immigrant. But he 
is a menace, in spite of his industrial indis- 
pensableness, if he is not made a good Amer- 
ican. In Rhode Island the foreign born pop- 
ulation is thirty-one pereent; in Massachu- 
setts thirty percent; in New York twenty-six 
percent; in Wisconsin twenty-five percent ; 
in New Jersey twenty-three percent. 
“ 

Increased immigration is one of the contri- 
buting causes of the increased use of intox- 
icants, ‘‘The internal revenve figures for 
the State of New York serve to form a most 
interesting study in thisconnection. The in- 
crease of immigration for the year was twenty- 
eight percent ; the increase in the production 
of distilled spirits in New York State for the 
same year was thirty-one percent, while the 
increase in the consumption cf beer in the 
State for the year was over four percent. 


% 
The salodn and the liquor traffic are among 
the nation’s deadliest foes. They corrupt | 
‘ politics. ‘They diminish the value of labor. 
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@ For the World’s Eighth Sunday School Convention is to 
meet in Tokyo in 1916, and you will want to be there, 
with increasing eagerness as the time draws near. 


qg A long journey is worthy of early preparation. 


Now. 


themselves. 


1031 





And begin by asking The Sunday School Times 
Company how it proposes—and it does propose no less 
than this—to make the Tokyo trip a reality for many 
Sunday-school workers without money cost to the workers 


q@ This is not a “prize” plan, heavy with disappointment 
to those who do not win. 

| adequate compensation for all who try it, even if for 
any reason they finally find they cannot go; and for 

those who do go the plan will be a gratefully remem- 
bered partner in a rich experience never to be forgotten. 


@ Please don’t lose time in wondering. Just ask to-day 
op a postal card, for the Zokyo Plan. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Walnut Street, 


Why Not Go 
To Tokyo 


Without a Dollar’s Expense to Yourself 


Begin 


The plan has its entirely 


Philadelphia Pa. 
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They increase crime. 
values of property. They degrade the living 
conditions of the laboring class, What evil 
do they not augment? What good do they 
accomplish? What public weal do they not 
antagonize ? 


They depreciate the 


2 
In 1840 the per capita consumption of li- 
quors'and wines in the United States was 
four gallons. In 1860 it was six and one-half 
gallons; in 1891 it was sixteen gallons; in 
1910 it was twenty-two gallons, It is time 
that this advance stopped. 


It is significant that divorce increased in 
about the same proportion as the total con- 
sumption of intoxicating liquors. In 1862 
there were 10,000 divorces ; in 1881, 20,000 ; 
in 1900 over 50,000; in 1906 over 70,000. 

Disregard of law is a peril that threatens 
the nation. Lynching in the south, motor 
car homicide in the north, the contempt which 
the saloon shows for the law everywhere, and 
practises in your own community—can you 
not name some of them ?—show the wilful 
mood of those who forget that a nation can- 
not endure without reverence for law. 


% 


Only now are we awaking to the folly of 
our prodigal waste of the nation’s resources. 
Forests have been destroyed which can never 
be replaced, and we are still cutting with no 
adequate parallel reforestation. And lives 
have been as needlessly wasted. In one of 
our great industrial cities in a period of five 
months there were 1075 deaths. Of these 
344 were from accidental violence. One life 
was lost in the mills or on therrailroads in the 
city for every 50,000 tons of coal shipped and 
one for every 7,000 tons of iron and steel. 

A group of thoughtful Southern men in the 
city of Nashville has sent out a statement of 
the peril and loss to the South in the prevent- 
able death rate among the negroes of the 
South. ‘‘Owing to contagious diseases and 
other preventable causes, the death rate 
among negroes is nearly twice as great as that 
among the white population. Onan average 
there are 160,200 deaths annually for every 
nine million of white people, whereas there 
are on an average 266,400 deaths for nine 
millions of negroes, Among the nine millions 
of negroes in the South, an average of 106, 200 
are dying every year in excess of the average 
death rate among whites. By means of in- 
struction and regulation regarding contagious 
diseases, housing, sanitation, and health, 
these 106,200 negro lives could be saved 
every year, or 291 every day. This is a na- 





tional calamity. The economic loss alone is 
stupendous; for if each life is worth to the 
nation on an average only $3.500, for a work- 
ing period of ten years, the excessive deaths 
among negroes is costing our country over 
$371,000,000 annually. In other words, by 
sheer neglect of our negro population, we 
are destroying our national assets at the 
alarming rate of over a million dollars daily.’’ 
% 

Our prosperity is one of our perils. We 
have grown rich fast and have increased our 
cost and scale of living as fast as our wealth 
has increased. Some have increased it faster. 
We have acquired needless tastes and have 
well nigh lost the sense of frugality and the 
conscience of thrift. 


Our outdoor life and wholesome sports 
have been a blessing to the nation, but our 
desecration of the Lord’s Day, and the high 
spiced and salacious amusements within doors 
have eaten away as muchas our more healthy 
life has built up. 


These perils are not national perils only. 
They are community perils. Some of them 
are personal. Their removal and defeat must 
begin at home in our own lives. 


Let the beginning be made now, 


The Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, January 10, 1914 
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° copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $6.00, 

. One free copy addi- 
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for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 
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Teaching Helps 
on the Lite of Christ 


The books and charts in this list will be found in- 





valuable to the busy student or Bible teacher in 





studying and teaching the Life and Ministry of Christ 





The Life Story of Jesus 


By PRoF. CLARK S. BEARDSLEE. The 
life of Christ as a whole, told in a way that 
gives a complete, orderly picture of that 
life, by a master of vivid characterization. 
10 cents each; $1.00 a dozen. 


Medical Men in the Time of Christ 

By Dr. RoBERT N, WILLSON, gives a re- 
view of early medical history, a study of lay 
conditions in which medical men worked, a 
description of the Asklepian Temples of 
Health; a study of Luke the physician, 
and a crowning chapter on the Master 
Physician, Illustrated. $1.00. 


Outline Harmony of the Gospels 
By PROF. MATTHEW BROWN RIDDLE, 
An eight-page pamphlet, printed on fine 
paper, showing the events of the Gospel 
story, places and dates and location in 
each Gospel, in parallel columns, so cents. 
Folded within stiff covers, ag cents. 


A Chart of Christ’s Journeyings 


By C. E, ARNOLD, A.M. On map paper, 
9% x19 inches, folded within stiff covers, 
3%x6% inches, Four clear outline jour- 
ney maps, showing the, various periods of 
Jesus’ ministry, with the events, and the lo- 
cation of the Scripture passages in parallel 
columns, 20 cents. 


The Apostles as Everyday Men 
‘By PRESIDENT. ROBERT ELLis THOMP- 
sON, S.T.D. To see the Twelve as real 
men, with their weaknesses and their noble 
characteristics sympathetically set forth, is 
the privilege of every reader of President 
Thompson's book, He devotes a chapter 
to each of the six pairs of apostles, and a 
chapter to what is known outside the New 
Testament about their life and death. The 


The Life that Wins 


The personal experience of a mature Chris- 
tian worker who, through a revolutionizing 
conception of Christ, was led out into a new 
life of victory and service. It points the way 
to the goal of the study of our Lord's life, 
2 cents each; 20 cents a dozen. 


IMlustrations on the Beatitudes 
By SADIE Eastwoop. Especially de- 
signed for the use of primary teachers and 
mothers who wish to present the Beatitudes 
in a. series of lessons, with illustrations, 
stories and other teaching hints. go cents. 


The Deity of Jesus Christ 


By S. W. Pratt, D.D. The topic of the 
book: is discussed from the standpoint of 
the Gospel according to John, and is a 
careful analysis of that Gospel. go cents. 


Light and Shade 
Relief Map of Palestine 


By GEORGE MAY POWELL. A beauti- 
fully printed flat map, which has the effect 
of a raised map, showing elevations and 
depressions, with a simple key system for 
locating important places, 18x23 inches, 
25 cents. 


Victory in Christ 


By ROBERT F. HoRTON, D.D. This book 
has a great message of encouragement and 
power for thousands who are groping for 
light on the problem of sin in life, and on 
the true conditions of victory over sin, and 
of fellowship with Christ as the life. There 
are chapters on The Daring of the Vic- 
torious Life, Bible Study, Prayer, Service, 
Evangelism, Temptation, and Joy. It is 
bound uniformly with the ‘‘ How ”’ book and 
‘*Winning Men One by One.” 50 cents. 


book is at once a graphic, vivid character The Students’ Ilustrated 


study, and an invaluable reference manual 
in Bible study. go cents. 


The Life That is Christ 


By RICHARD ROBERTS, Jesus Christ 
longs for the mastery of the lives that he 
has already saved. There is a fulness of 
life in Christ, a fulness of Christ in the life, 
which many genuine disciples of Christ 
have not yet experienced. It is worth 
every cost to get it. This message of a 
young Welsh minister, now serving a large 
suburban church of London, has already 
been mightily used of Christ in the com- + 
plete revolutionizing of the lives of certain 
of his American Christian friends. Will 
you let it search out your life, and bring 
you the same blessing, — which is simply 
Christ? a cents each; $1.00 a hundred. 


Historical Charts of the 
Life and Ministry of Christ 


With an outline harmony of the Gospels. 
By GEORGE E., Croscup, B. A., author of 
“A Synchronic Chart of United States His- 
tory."’ The distinctive feature of this work 
is found in the two sheets of folding colored 
charts bound in at the back of the book. 
These charts make visible and real the 
earthly life of our Lord by localizing its his- 
torical facts and features, which are har-' 
monized with the Gospel story thtreof, thus. 
helpfully connecting time, place and event, 
Harmony and charts are interdependent, 
and make up the author's “' visible method "’ 
of teaching history and applying it to the 
Gospel narratives, There is also included 
an abundant bibliography of books to con-: 
sult, a pronouncing and explanatory dic- 
tionary of proper names, lists of the mira- 
cles and parables of Jesus, an outline of 
the Jewish Calendar, a diagram of the 
Herodian family, and a brief record of the 
Twelve Apostles. This is destined to be- 
come a standard work, necessary to every 
Bible student's equipment. $1.00. 


The above prices 


These books may be ordered through your local bookseller, or direct from the publishers | wat are very commonly mieendeonend, 
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Geography of the Holy Land 

By the REV. WILLIAM WALTER SMITH, 
A.B., A.M., M.D., Author of “ The Sun- 
day School: of To-Day,” ‘‘ Sunday School 
Teaching,”’;etc. This, book is illustrated 
with about one hundred pictures of Bible 
places and thirty-five maps, many of them 
in colors. With Foreword'by the Rev. 
Milton S. Littlefield, It is a popular read- 
ing manual and.text-book for teachers and 
clérgy, and.an illuminating course of les- 
sons for the Sunday-school, to be used in 
the history and geography ages. The book 
is designed ‘for extensive use in private 
study, in supplemental work in classes above 
the élementary grades, and in teacher- 
training classes that desire to do especially 
careful work in the combined fields of his- 
tory and geography. One of the special 
features of this book is a very full list of 
Bible pictures and reference works, with 
definite information as to where they can 
be obtained. 75 cents. 


Wall Chart of the . 
Lite and Ministry of Christ 


By GEORGE E. Croscup, B.A. Beauti- 
fully lithographed in colors. Size, 44x64 
inches, This chart is a wonderfully suc- 
cessful attempt to make the earthly life of 
our Lord more real by making visible the 
sime and the. p/ace of the recorded events. 
The Diagram of the Ministry is based upon 
the period of about three and a half years, 
and closely follows Professor Matthew B. 
Riddle’s ‘‘ Outline Harmony of the Gos- 
pels.” It also conforms to the well-known 
‘Harmony of the Gospels’’ by Stevens 
and Burton, and with slight variations to 
the ‘Outlines of the Life of Our Lord" 
by Dr. S.J. Andrews. The chart contains 
three complete diagrams: (1) A General 
View of the Life of Christ. (2) The Minis- 
try of Christ.“ (3) The Passion Week, It 
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Busy Marthas Never Good Housekeepers 


[From “Our Misunderstood Bible,” by H. Clay Trumbull '| 





OKRY is never a help in any proper | 


occupation of man or woman. It is 

a hindrance in any and every line of 
practical service. Peculiarly is it true that 
in housekeeping, where woman is at her 
best, and where her power is greatest for 
good to all those who are within the sacred 
circle of home influence as permanent mem- 
bers or occasional visitors, worry and fretting 
and trouble of mind are only disturbing ele- 
ments, tending to the lessening of the ma- 
tron’s power, and to the discomfort of all 
who are in any way dependent on her for 
comfort or supply. On the contrary, quiet- 
ness of mind, restfulness of spirit, and com- 
posure of manner, are elements of power 
in a housekeeper, and of good to all who are 
affected by her efforts or labors, 

This would seem to be an indisputable 
truth, yet it is not universally accepted, nor 
is it even believed by all who seriously con- 
sider the question as a question. - A proof 
of this assertion is found in the Bible narra- 
tive of the two kinds of women,—the rest- 
less, worrying one, and the placid, trustful 
one: Martha and Mary in the homein Beth- 
any,—and in the ordinary comments on those 
two by the average reader, and even by many 
a preacher or commentator, ‘This makes the 
whole subject one worthy of careful consid- 
eration by all who would know God’s will 
for good women and also for men, Many a 
Bible reader actually seems to be of the 
opinion that the worrying woman was the 
better housekeeper of these two. 

That Bethany home was one of the homes 
of Jesus,—a home of sacred friendship, a 
home where Jesus was always welcome, a 
home in connection with which we know 
more of the tenderer side of his human and 
social nature than we learn from any other 
portion of his life story. On one occasion, 
when Jesus came to that home needing hu- 
man ‘sympathy, both sisters wanted to do him 
honor. Mary recognized him as Master and 
Teacher, as something more than an ordinary 
guest, and she promptly took her place at his 
feet,—the Oriental position of an appreciative 
pupil,—ready to hear and heed his words. 
Martha, like the ordinary Oriental hostess, 
set herself to prepare food for her guest. 
Without stopping to inquire what was his 
special need, she began to work and to worry 
over her plans of accustomed hospitable 
provision, 


T WAS at this point that the unlovely and 
unhelpful side of Martha showed itself, and 
called outa rebuke from Jesus. Because 

of that censure of Jesus it is our duty to recog- 
nize the reason for it. To Martha, the rest- 
ful inaction of Mary at the feet of Jesus was 
inexcusable. In the freedom and familiarity 
of friendship, but none the less inexcusable 
on that account, Martha bustled into the 
presence of Jesus, and rudely rebuked him, 
as it were, for seeming to aid and approve 
her sister’s lack of helpfulness. 

** Lord, dost thou not care that my sister 
did leave me to serve alone? bid her there- 
fore that she help me’”’ (Luke 10: 40). 

Now, apart from any question of the rela- 
tive qualities of the two sisters, will any one 
say that this act of Martha’s was courteous 
and considerate toward her guest? Would 
it be polite or kindly or proper toward a 
guest in your house, whom you were enter- 
taining, or preparing to entertain, to burst 
in upon him when he was talking with an- 
other member of the family, and to suggest 
to him bluntly that he ought to know better 
than to keep away from her proper work in 
the household a needed member of the fam- 
ily with whom he was conversing? Can a 
woman be called a good housekeeper who 
would conduct herself in this way as a hos- 
tess? How did Jesus seem to look at this? 
He never made a mistake on such a point or 
on any other, What did he say ? 

‘*The Lord answered [Martha] and said 
unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art anxious 
and troubled about many things ; but one 
thing is needful: for Mary hath chosen the 
good part, which shall not be taken away 


is hand-mounted on heavy muslin, with | from her’’ (Luke 10: 41, 42). 
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$3.00. 





1 In the thirty-three brief chapters of ‘* Our Misun- 
derstood Bible,”” Dr. ‘Trumbull has given his convic- 
tions about Scripture texts and Scripture teachings 
The book 
~ be ordered from The Sunday School Times Co. 
or gr. ; ‘ 





In these words Jesus evidently reproved 
Martha and approved Mary for their relative 
courses of action in this matter, However 
we may wonder that he did so, we shall have 
to admit that this was hiscourse. And if we 
examine yet more closely, we shall see that 
his words were eminently consistent with his 
other teachings. To be ‘‘cumbered,’’ as 
Jesus said Martha was, is, as the Greek word 
means, to ‘* be distracted,’’ to be drawn this. 
way and that, instead of being intent on the 
one thing to be done. Even in getting a 
dinner, or in doing anything else, Martha, in 
the.exercise of this trait, could not give her 
whole attention to the one thing she had to 
do. In this Martha lacked the main essen- 
tial of a good housekeeper—the ability to 
give her undivided attention to the one thing 
she had to do for the time being. This is 
clearly implied or included in the rebuke of 
Jesus. Again, to be ‘anxious,’’ as the 
Revision reads, or to be *‘careful,’’ as the 
old version gave it, and ‘‘troubled’’ about 
many things, is to be perplexed and in a 
tumult as to pressing duty. That, surely, 
was not right in Martha, as Jesus plainly 
pointed out her error, We are distinctly 
told not to be anxious or to be troubled at 
any time, and the housekeeper or the busi- 
ness man who fails at this point fails in a 
vital matter. 


N THE question brought before Jesus by 
Martha, as to her course in comparison 
with Mary, he does not hesitate to render 

an explicit decision. He rebukes Martha’s 


course in every particular that he touches on . 


without saying a word of approval of her. He 
unqualifiedly commends Mary’s course with- 
out a word of censure for her. Is not this 
finally conclusive as to the point at issue ? 
One would think so. 

But elsewhere it is also said that ‘* Jesus 
loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus *’ 
(John 14:5). So he did, but that does not 
in itself imply that he commends in all things 
the course of any one of the three. It is 
also said that Jesus. loyed the young man 
who lacked the.one thing needful according 
to the testimony of Jesus. Jesus loved Mar- 
tha, not because she was a good housekeeper, 
nor yet because she failed of being so, but 
because he is so loving that he loves even 
those who lack much. 

The specific faults of worrying and being 
drawn away from the one duty of the hour, 
and of being over anxious, that Jesus pointed 
out in Martha, are as clearly reprehended 
and warned against in the Sermon on the 
Mount and elsewhere as are theft and mur- 
der; yet, strange to say, Martha is often 
commended by confessing Christians, not in 
spite of her faults, but as if those very faults 
were admirable. Comfort-loving husbands 
sometimes think of Mary as a pious do- 
nothing, who might be fitted for a high place 
in the future life, but who was not fitted for 
this life. Martha, on the other hand, is con- 
sidered by them as the ‘sort of practical 
housekeeper who would have the dinner 
ready on time, and the rooms swept, and the 
beds made, In their opinion she is the kind 
of housekeeper for the average home. Some 
active and efficient wives and housekeers are 
even willing to speak of themselves frankly as 
**busy Marthas,’’ when they would nevet 
want to be called ‘* lively Sapphiras.’’ This 
they. do, not by way of admitting their un- 
worthiness and incompetence, but in the 
thought that they are claiming a share of real 
merit, 


VEN scholarly Christian commentators, 
who have examined the original text, 
incline to suggest that there is some- 

thing to be said on both sides of the 
question, although Jesus seems to have con- 
sidered but one side as worthy of his ap- 
proval. Thus one of these commentators 
says: ‘* The one [sister] represents the con- 
templative, the other the active, style of the 
Christian character. A church full of Marys 
would be as great an evil as a church full of 
Marthas. Both are wanted, each to be the 
complement of the other.’’ 

Only think of it! A church full of the 
sort of persons whose ways Jesus commended 
would be as great an evil as a church full of 
those persons who possess the characteristics 
which Jesus disapproved! Away with all 
such comments on the plain teachings of 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 25 (Luke8 :1-3;9:57-62; 10 : 38-42) 


Scripture even by the most distinguished of 
misguided commentators ! 

artha was wrong in being anxiously wor- 
ried over many things that might be done, 
instead of attending faithfully to her single 
duty of the hour, This Jesus recognized, 
po | therefore he reproved her. Mary was 
right in doing the one thing that was to be 
done, when her divine Master and guest 
wanted just that duty done, and for this Tom 
commended her. 

Mary had the qualities that would make a 
better housekeeper than was Martha. She 
could do more work and do it better, in an 
hour or in a day, than could Martha; and 
she would make less fuss over it, and this 
would be less annoying to herself, to her 
family, and to her guests. We have every 
reason to suppose that this was evidenced in 
her everyday practice. 

We have no authority for supposing that 
Martha was the only one of the sisters to 
attend to the housekeeping in the Bethany 
home, and that Mary left it all to her to do. 
The very fact that Martha came to Jesus with 
her complaint that Mary was failing to help 
on that particular occasion indicates that 
Martha was accustomed to expect Mary’s 
help at ordinary times. Jesus, as a loving 
guest, had certainly a right to the presence 
and listening ear of at least one of the sis- 
ters. Martha, when it was her turn in the 





kitchen, evidently wanted both Jesus and 


Mary to be at her service ;“for that is the way 
with fidgety and fussy women when they have 
their work to attend to. 

If it had been Mary’s turn in the kitchen, 
that day, she would have attended to her one 
duty there, and have been glad to have Mar- 
tha, meantime, filling her place, as a good 
listener, at the feet of Jesus, Mary would 
not then have left the kitchen in order to 
complain of Martha, and to make her guest 
uncomfortable, True hospitality shows itself 
in other ways toward a guest than in petting 
a dinner at the cost of discomfort to all in the 
house, guests included. 

The story of the sisters in Bethany shows 
us how a true woman is to do a true woman’s 
work, whatever that work may be, by attend- 
ing to it at the proper time, and not seeming 
to be worried over it, or about anything else. 
It shows us, moreover, how not to be effi- 
cient as a housekeeper through worrying and 
fretting. 

Here is also a lesson for men in their 
sphere, as well as for women in theirs, ‘*A 
double-minded man [or a man cumbered 
with a divided purpose] unstable [and there- 
fore ineffective} in all his ways’’ (Jas. 1: 8). 
Man or woman is really efficient in choosin 
and in attending to the one thing needfi 
for that hour. ‘The Bible record is clear on 
that point, whatever preachers or commen- 
tators, or thoughtless business men, or in- 
efficient housewives, may say on the subject, 





From Dr. J. R: Miller’s Personal Letters 





Selections from fifty or more of the choicest of Dr. J. R. Miller’s intimate 
letters on soul problems will be published in the Times during 1914. Peo- 
ple from all over the world sought Dr. Miller’s help on questions about 
their life work, their religious doubts, their deep sorrows, problems of 
Christian service, of home difficulties, of marriage, and a thousand other 
personal concerns, Such a surprising range of life interests is covered in 
the letters to be published in these columns that a need of your own or that 
of a friend is likely to be met by Dr. Miller's ‘‘ golien pen.” 


‘4. The Joy of Talking with. God | 


AM glad to have your letter this morn- 
ing, and especially so because ‘it is’ so 
full of encouragement and’ good cheer. 

You know I think that good chéer' is not 
only half of-every beautiful life,-but when 
one is sick is fully half of the cure. Always 
keep your face toward the light, toward hope. 
Never yield to discouragement, whatever the 
ciicumstances may be, I write to you to-day 
especially to try to answer the question 
which you raise with regard.to prayer. You 
say that in the past, when you: have prayed, 
you have finished it with a feeling of relief, 
as if you said, ‘‘ Well, I am glad that is 
done.”” The difficulty, it seems to me, is in 
this, that prayer has been to you a sort of 
task, something that needed to be done 
merely as a duty, something in which there 
was a merit in the act and not in the real 
experience, I want to help you if I can pos- 
sibly do so to get away from all this feeling. 

Let me illustrate. If you have a very dear 
friend, do you not like to sit down and talk 
with him quietly now and then? Do you 
regard it as a task, or asa pleasure? Take 
your husband, for example, ‘the closest and 
best friend. When you have your little talk 
in the morning before he goes to business, 
when it is over do you heave a sigh of relief 
and say, ‘‘ I am glad that’s over.’”’ Then in 
the evéning, when he comes in from his 
duties, and you sit down together for a quiet 
hour at the dinner table or for your evening 
talk, do you have the same feeling? Does 
it seem to you that you ave simply fulfilling 
a duty, something that you have to do be- 
cause you are his wife? I am sure this is 
not the case. You enter with zest and glad- 
ness into the little talks. You never think 
of fixing periods for conversation merely be- 
cause you happen to be his wife. If this were 
the case, your marriage would be simply a 
farce. 

The same is true in a measure of every 
good friend, every one you love. It gives 
you great joy to have talks with them. Or 
if there is some one care for and who is able 
to help you in your difficulties and your 
troubles, and you write to this person, is it 
a task—something you are glad to get through 
with? Or do you take delight in it? Is it 
a pleasure to you to write your letter unbur- 
dening your heart, asking your questions, and 
then again to read the letters which come in 
response ? 


Quen 





I need not apply this. What I want to 
help you to whderstand is that Christ is your 
truest and best friend, Much as your husband 
loves you, pure and true and ‘strong as his 
affection is, Christ’s love is deeper, stronger,, 
tenderer, more gentle. Then you, being a 
Christian, are Christ’s friend. That is, you 
have accepted his love, letting him into 
your heart, and have begun to love him in 
return. Religion really narrows itself down 
to'a- single statement—‘‘ Christ and I are 
friends.’? If you think of this a little, and 
begin to realize what Christ is to you, you 
will not look upon prayer any longer as 
something to be done, merely as a devotee 
twirls her beads on the string saying her lit- 
tle prayers, but as a joy, a delight. Prayer 
is simply your little talk with Christ, as 
you woufd sit down with any dear, tender, 
close and trusted human friend for a little 
talk. 

Of course the friendship is not equal—for 
Christ is infinitely stronger than you, wiser 
than you and greater, and you come to him 
for help, to lay your burdens upon him, to 
bring questions to him, to seek strength and 


comfort from him. For example, just now | 


he is your true Physician. However much 
you may trust the doctors who are caring for 
you, remember always that all healing is 
divine healing, that human physicians, with 
all their wisdom and skill, can do nothing 
save as Christ blesses the means they use. 
You go to him, therefore, to ask him to take 
charge of your case, to bless the physicians 
and the means they use. Then you go to 
him for other things also,—for comfort, for 
encouragement, for cheer. John lay upon 
Christ’s bosom, nestling there on that dark 
night of his sorrow, when he knew the Mas- 
ter was to be taken away from him, That is 
the way you may rest, nestling in the bosom 
of Christ, enfolded by his strong arms. 

I have said enough aow to help you to 
think this matter through for yourself. Iam 
sure when you realize that Christ and you 
are friends, close, tender friends,—that Christ 
is your infinite helper as well as your Saviour, | 
—you will not have any more trouble in 
praying. You will be eager to sit down at 

is feet, as Mary sat, listening to his words. 
or to lie upon his breast, as John did, catch- 
ing every whisper that fell from his lips. 

I am glad to write to you, and 1 want to 
help you. Tell me anything you want. 


Write as freely as you will. May God always 
bless you. 
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Are You 
Getting Big Returns 
in Your Bible Study? 


A notable issue of The Sunday School Times will 
be published January 24, 1914. It will be a 
special ‘‘ Bible Study Number,” in which will be 
considered a wide range of topics in this important 
field. Just the help you have needed in your per- 
sonal Bible study or in your Sunday-school work 
may be included in one of the special features which 
are here announced to appear in this number. 


F. B. Meyer’s Plan for the Morning Watch 


| An article on ‘‘ Beginning the Day with the Bible’’ by a spir- 


itual leader widely known and loved in the Christian world. 
Mr. Meyer will tell of the methods of using the Bible in the 
‘* Morning Watch’’ which have been most fruitful in his own 
experience, and will show how these simple methods may be 
adopted by the ordinary Bible reader. 


How We Study the Bible 


A half dozen or more of the readers of The Sunday School 
Times who have found the Bible a living Book will tell in short 
articles what method they have found most fruitful in their daily 
study of the Word. 


The “ Little General” Who Wins Souls 


‘¢T have studied him with a cold journalistic eye, and some of 
the unbiased judgments thus formed are here set down.’’ Thus 
Mr. W. Woodford Rock speaks of his sketch of his friend the 
‘* Little General,’’ ‘who is well known as the leader in the world- 
wide work of the Pocket Testament League, and yet which is 
but a part of his service in Bible study. 


The Bible as a Lesson Help | 


wilk be discussed by the Editor in the department of Notes on 
Open Letters in a way that will suggest how to use lesson helps 
most effectively. - 


How Bible Memorizing is Coming into Its Own 
will be told by George ‘T. B. Davis, who is doing a remarkable 
work in calling the attention of Christians to the blessing of 
committing the Word to memory, and thus. ‘‘ laying it up in 
the heart.’’ 


Are You Acquainted with the Times Advertisers ? 
The advertising columns of The Sunday School Times are in- 
tended to be a real contribution to the needs of its readers, as 
well as the reading columns. Announcements of useful reference 
and Bible study books, of Bible Correspondence Courses and 
Bible Institutes which will be included in this number should 
prove a valuable guide for the needs of Bible students. 


What Men Think of Bible Study ry 


When a man of to-day is approached on the subject of Bible 
study, it is not unusual to find that his mind turns at once to the 
remarkable ‘‘ Organized Adult Bible Class Movement’’ of which 
he has heard. ‘‘ Bible Class Methods of Success’’ will have a 
place in this special number. 


What Can be Gained from a Bible Correspondence Course ? 


A layman who is pursuing with great interest a widely known 
Bible correspondence course tells what the plan is meaning to 
him in his personal Bible study, and suggésts various methods 
that may be. used in following a course of this kind. How to 
relate the study to devotional Bible reading, to the Sunday- 
school lesson, and to other lines of Bible work that may require 
one’s time, is considered. 


Will you let this special Bible Study Number of the Times 
help you or your friends to make the study of the Book a 








regular and life-giving part of each new day? 
—— 
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IN THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS (MATTHEW, MARK AND LUKE) 





Teaching Helps 
on the Life of Christ 


The books and charts in this list will be found in- 





valuable to the busy student or Bible teacher in 





studying and teaching the Life and Ministry of Christ 





The Life Story of Jesus 


By Pror. CLARK S. BEARDSLEF. The 
life of Christ as a whole, told in a way that 
gives a complete, orderly picture of that 
life, by a master of vivid characterization, 
10 cents each; $1.00 a dozen. 


Medical Men in the Time of Christ 

By Dr. RoBERT N, WILLSON, gives a re- 
view of early medical history, a study of lay 
conditions in which medical men worked, a 
description of the Asklepian Temples of 
Health; a study of Luke the physician, 
and a crowning chapter on the Master 
Physician. Illustrated, $1.00. 


Outline Harmony of the Gospels 


By PROF. MATTHEW BROWN RIDDLE. 
An eight-page pamphlet, printed on fine 
paper, showing the events of the Gospel 
story, places and dates and location in 
each Gospel, in parallel columns, 10 cents. 
Folded within stiff covers, ag cents. 


A Chart of Christ’s Journeyings 


By C. E. ARNOLD, A.M. On map paper, 
9% x19 inches, folded within stiff covers, 
3%x6% inches, Four clear outline jour- 
ney maps, showing the, various periods of 
Jesus’ ministry, with the events, and the lo- 
cation of the Scripture passages in parallel 
columns, 20 cents. 


The Apostles as Everyday Men 

‘By PRESIDENT. ROBERT ELLis ‘THOMP- 
sON, S.T.D. To see the Twelve as real 
men, with their weaknesses and their noble 
characteristics sympathetically set forth, is 
the privilege of every reader of President 
Thompson's book. He devotes a chapter 
to each of the six pairs of apostles, and a 
chapter to what is known outside the New 
Testament about their life and death. The 
book is at once a graphic, vivid character 
study, and an invaluable reference manual 
in Bible study, g0 cents. 


The Life That is Christ 


By RICHARD ROBERTS, Jesus Christ 
longs for the mastery of the lives that he 
has already saved. There is a fulness of 
life in Christ, a fulness of Christ in the life, 
which many genuine disciples of Christ 
have not yet experienced. It is worth 
every cost to get it. This message of a 
young Welsh minister, now serving a large 
suburban church of London, has already 
been mightily used of Christ in the com- + 
plete revolutionizing of the lives of certain 
of his American Christian friends. Will 
you let it search out your life, and bring 
you the same blessing, — which is simply 
Christ? 2 cents each; $1.00 a hundred. 


Historical Charts of the 
Life and Ministry of Christ 


With an outline harmony of the Gospels. 
By GEORGE E, CroscuP, B, A., author of 
“A Synchronic Chart of United States His- 
tory.” The distinctive feature of this work 
is found in the two sheets of folding colored 
charts bound in at the back of the book. 
These charts make visible and real the 
earthly life of our Lord by localizing its his- 
torical facts and features, which are har-' 
monized with the Gospel story th®reof, thus: 
helpfully connecting time, place and event, 
Harmony and charts are interdependent, 
and make up the author's ‘ visible method "’ 
of teaching history and applying it to the 
Gospel narratives. There is also included 
an abundant bibliography of books to con-: 
sult, a pronouncing and explanatory dic- 
tionary of proper names, lists of the mira- 
cles and parables of Jesus, an outline of 
the Jewish Calendar, a diagram of the 
Herodian family, and a brief record of the 
Twelve Apostles. This is destined to be- 
come a standard work, necessary to every 
Bible student's equipment, $1.00. 


The above prices 


The Life that Wins 


The personal experience of a mature Chris- 
tian worker who, through a revolutionizing 
conception of Christ, was led out into a new 
life of victory and service. It points the way 
to the goal of the study of our Lord's life. 
2 cents each; 20 cents a dozen. 


Iilustrations on the Beatitudes 
By SADIE Eastwoop. Especially de- 
signed for the use of primary teachers and 
mothers who wish to present the Beatitudes 
in a series of lessons, with illustrations, 
stories and other teaching hints. go cents. 


The Deity of Jesus Christ 


By S. W. PRATT, D.D. The topic of the 
book: is discussed from the standpoint of 
the Gospel according to John, and is a 
careful analysis of that Gospel. go cents. 


Light and Shade 
Relief Map of Palestine 


By GEORGE MAY POWELL. A beauti- 
fully printed flat map, which has the effect 
of a raised map, showing elevations and 
depressions, with a simple key system for 
locating important places, 18x23 inches, 
25 cents. 


Victory in Christ 


By ROBERT F. HoRTON, D.D. This book 
has a great message of encouragement and 
power for thousands who are groping for 
light on the problem of sin in life, and on 
the true conditions of victory over sin, and 
of fellowship with Christ as the life. There 
are chapters on The Daring of the Vic- 
torious Life, Bible Study, Prayer, Service, 
Evangelism, Temptation, and Joy. It is 
bound uniformly with the ‘‘ How ” book and 
‘“Winning Men One by One.” g0 cents. 


The Students’ Hlustrated 
Geography of the Holy Land 

By the REV. WILLIAM WALTER SMITH, 
A.B., A.M., M.D., Author of “The Sun- 
day School of To-Day,” ‘‘ Sunday School 
Teaching,"’;etc. This. book is illustrated 
with about one hundred pictures of Bible 
places and thirty-five maps, many of them 
in colors. With Foreword'by the Rev. 
Milton S. Littlefield, Itis a popular read- 
ing manual and.text-book for teachers and 
clérgy, and.an illuminating course of les- 
sons for the Sunday-school, to be used in 
the history and geography ages. The book 
is designed ‘for extensive use in private 
study, in supplemental work in classes above 
the élementary grades, and in teacher- 
training classes that desire to do especially 
careful work in the combined fields of his- 
tory and geography. One of the special 
features of this book is a very full list of 
Bible pictures and. reference works, with 
definite information as to where they can 
be obtained. 75 cents. 


Wall Chart of the . 
Life and Ministry of Christ 


By GEORGE E. Croscup, B.A. Beauti- 
fully lithographed in colors. Size, 44x64 
inches, This chart is a wonderfully suc- 
cessful attempt to make the earthly life of 
our Lord more real by making visible the 
sime and the. p/ace of the recorded events. 
The Diagram of the Ministry is based upon 
the period of about three and a half years, 
and closely follows Professor Matthew B. 
Riddle’s ‘Outline Harmony of the Gos- 
pels.” It also conforms to the well-known 
‘‘Harmony of the Gospels’’ by Stevens 
and Burton, and with slight variations to 
the ‘ Outlines of the Life of Our Lord” 
by Dr. S. J. Andrews. The chart contains 
three complete diagrams: (1) A General 
View of the Life of Christ. (2) The Minis- 
try of Christ. * (3) The Passion Week. It 
is hand-mounted on heavy muslin, with 
common rollers. $3.00. 


include postage 


These books may be ordered through your local bookseller, or direct from the publishers 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 
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Busy Marthas Never Good Housekeepers 


\From “Qur Misunderstood Bible,” by H. Clay Trumbull '| 





OKRY is never a help in any proper | 


occupation of man or woman. It is 

a hindrance in any and every line of 
practical service. Peculiarly is it true that 
in housekeeping, where woman is at her 
best, and where her power is greatest for 
good to al] those who are within the sacred 
circle of home influence as permanent mem- 
bers or occasional visitors, worry and fretting 
and trouble of mind are only disturbing ele- 
meats, tending to the lessening of the ma- 
tron’s power, and to the discomfort of all 
who are in any way dependent on her for 
comfort or supply. On the contrary, quiet- 
ness of mind, restfulness of spirit, and com- 
posure of manner, are elements of power 
in a housekeeper, and of good to all who are 
affected by her efforts or labors, 

This would seem to be an indisputable 
truth, yet it is not universally accepted, nor 
is it even believed by all who seriously con- 
sider the question as a question, A proof 
of this assertion is found in the Bible narra- 
tive of the two kinds of women,—the rest- 
less, worrying one, and the placid, trustful 
one: Martha and Mary in the home in Beth- 
any,—and in the ordinary comments on those 
two by the average reader, and even by many 
a preacher or commentator. This makes the 
whole subject one worthy of careful consid- 
eration by all who would know God’s will 
for good women and also for men. Many a 
Bible reader actually seems to be of the 
opinion that the worrying woman was the 
better housekeeper of these two. 

That Bethany home was one of the homes 
of Jesus,—a home of sacred friendship, a 
home where Jesus was always welcome, a 
home in connection with which we know 
more of the tenderer side of his human and 
social nature than we learn from any other 
portion of his life story, On one occasion, 
when Jesus came to that home needing hu- 
man sympathy, both sisters wanted to do him 
honor, Mary recognized him as Master and 
Teacher, as something more than an ordinary 
guest, and she promptly took her place at his 
feet,—the Oriental position of an appreciative 
pupil,—ready to hear and heed his words. 
Martha, like the ordinary Oriental hostess, 
set herself to prepare food for her guest. 
Without stopping to inquire what was his 
special need, she began to work and to worry 
over her plans of accustomed hospitable 
provision, 


T WAS at this point that the unlovely and 
unhelpful side of Martha showed itself, and 
called outa rebuke from Jesus. Because 

of that censure of Jesus it is our duty to recog- 
nize the reason for it. To Martha, the rest- 
ful inaction of Mary at the feet of Jesus was 
inexcusable. In the freedom and familiarity 
of friendship, but none the less inexcusable 
on that account, Martha bustled into the 
presence of Jesus, and rudely rebuked him, 
as it were, for seeming to aid and approve 
her sister’s lack of helpfulness. 

** Lord, dost thou not care that my sister 
did leave me to serve alone? bid her there- 
fore that she help me’’ (Luke 10: 40). 

Now, apart from any question of the rela- 
tive qualities of the two sisters, will any one 
say that this act of Martha’s was courteous 
and considerate toward her guest? Would 
it be polite or kindly or proper toward a 
guest in your house, whom you were enter- 
taining, or preparing to entertain, to burst 
in upon him when he was talking with an- 
other member of the family, and to suggest 
to him bluntly that he ought to know better 
than to keep away from her proper work in 
the household a needed member of the fam- 
ily with whom he was conversing? Can a 
woman be called a good housekeeper who 
would conduct herself in this way as a hos- 
tess? How did Jesus seem to look at this? 
He never made a mistake on such -. point or 
on any other, What did he say? 

‘*The Lord answered [Martha] and said 
unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art anxious 
and troubled about many things; but one 
thing is needful: for Mary hath chosen the 
good part, which shall not be taken away 
from her’’ (Luke 10: 41, 42). 





1 In the thirty-three brief chapters of ‘‘ Our Misun- 
derstood Bible,” Dr. ‘Trumbull has given his convic- 
tions about Scripture texts and Scripture teachings 
that are very commonly misunderstood. The book 
ner be ordered from The Sunday School Times Co. 
or gr. , ‘ 





In these words Jesus evidently reproved 
Martha and approved Mary for their relative 
courses of action in this matter, However 
we may wonder that he did so, we shall have 
to admit that this was his course. And if we 
examine yet more closely, we shall see that 
his words were eminently consistent with his 
other teachings. To be ‘‘cumbered,’’ as 
Jesus said Martha was, is, as the Greek word 
means, to ‘* be distracted,’’ to be drawn this. 
way and that, instead of being intent on the 
one thing to be done. Even in getting a 
dinner, or in doing anything else, Martha, in 
the.exercise of this trait, could not give her 
whole attention to the one thing she had to 
do. In this Martha lacked the main essen- 
tial of a good housekeeper—the ability to 
give her undivided attention to the one thing 
she had to do for the time being. This is 
clearly implied or included in the rebuke of 
Jesus. Again, to be ‘‘anxious,’’ as the 
Revision reads, or to be *‘ careful,’ as the 
old version gave it, and ‘‘troubled’’ about 
many things, is to be perplexed and in a 
tumult as to pressing duty. That, surely, 
was not right in Martha, as Jesus plainly 
pointed out her error, We are distinctly 
told not to be anxious or to be troubled at 
any time, and the housekeeper or the busi- 
ness man who fails at this point fails in a 
vital matter. 


- THE question brought before Jesus by 
Martha, as to her course in comparison 
with Mary, he does not hesitate to render 

an explicit decision. He rebukes Martha's 


course in every particular that he touches on . 


without saying a word of approval of her. He 
unqualifiedly commends Mary’s course with- 
out a word of censure for her. Is not this 
finally conclusive as to the point at issue ? 
One would think so. 

But elsewhere it is also said that ‘* Jesus 
loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus *’ 
(John 14:5). So he did, but that does not 
in itself imply that he commends in all things 
the course of any one of the three. It is 
also said. that Jesus. loyed the young man 
who lacked the. one thing needful according 
to the testimony of Jesus. Jesus loved Mar- 
tha, not because she was a good housekeeper, 
nor yet because she failed of being so, but 
because he is so loving that he loves even 
those who lack much. 

The specific faults of worrying and being 
drawn away from the one duty of the hour, 
and of being over anxious, that Jesus pointed 
out in Martha, are as clearly reprehended 
and warned against in the Sermon on the 
Mount and elsewhere as are theft and mur- 
der; yet, strange to say, Martha is often 
commended by confessing Christians, not in 
spite of her faults, but as if those very faults 
were admirable. Comfort-loving husbands 
sometimes think of Mary as a pious do- 
nothing, who might be fitted for a high place 
in the future life, but who was not fitted for 
this life. Martha, on the other hand, is con- 
sidered by them as the ‘sort of practical 
housekeeper who would have the dinner 
ready on time, and the rooms swept, and the 
beds made. In their opinion she is the kind 
of housekeeper for the average home. Some 
active and efficient wives and housekeers are 
even willing to speak of themselves frankly as 
**busy Marthas,’’ when they would never 
want to be called ‘lively Sapphiras.’’ This 
they. do, not by way of admitting their un- 
worthiness and incompetence, but in the 
thought that they are claiming a share of real 
merit, 


VEN scholarly Christian commentators, 
who have examined the original text, 
incline to suggest that there is some- 

thing to be said on both sides of the 
question, although Jesus seems to have con- 
sidered but one side as worthy of his ap- 
proval. Thus one of these commentators 
says: ‘* The one [sister] represents the con- 
templative, the otlier the active, style of the 
Christian character. A church full of Marys 
would be as great an evil as a church full of 
Marthas. Both are wanted, each to be the 
complement of the other.’’ 

Only think of it! A church full of the 
sort of persons whose ways Jesus commended 
would be as great an evil as a church full of 
those persons who possess the characteristics 
which Jesus disapproved! Away with all 
such comments on the plain teachings of 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 25 (Luke8 :1-3;9:57-62; 10 : 38-42) 


Scripture even by the most distinguished of 


ane commentators ! 

was wrong in being anxiously wor- 
ried over many things that might be done, 
instead of attending faithfully to her single 
duty of the hour, This Jesus recognized, 
oe | therefore he repro her. Mary was 
right in doing the one ons that was to be 
done, when her divine Master and guest 
wanted just that duty done, and for this Jesus 
commended her, 

Mary had the qualities that would make a 
better housekeeper than was Martha. She 
could do more work and do it better, in an 
hour or in a day, than could Martha; and 
she would make less fuss over it, and this 
would be less annoying to herself, to her 
family, and to her guests. We have every 
reason to suppose that this was evidenced in 
her everyday practice. 

We have no authority for supposing that 
Martha was the only one of the sisters to 
attend to the housekeeping in the Bethany 
home, and that Mary left it all to her to do. 
The very fact that Martha came to Jesus with 
her complaint that Mary was failing to help 
on that particular occasion indicates that 
Martha was accustomed to expect Mary’s 
help at ordinary times. Jesus, as a loving 
guest, had certainly a right to the presence 
and listening ear of at least one of the sis- 
ters. Martha, when it was her turn in the 
kitchen, evidently wanted both Jesus and 





Mary to be at her service ;“for that is the way 
with fidgety and fussy women when they have 
their work to attend to. 

If it had been Mary’s turn in the kitchen, 
that day, she would have attended to her one 
duty there, and have been glad to have Mar- 
tha, meantime, filling her place, as a good 
listener, at the feet of Jesus, Mary would 
not then have left the kitchen in order to 
complain of Martha, and to make her guest 
uncomfortable, True hospitality shows itself 
in other ways toward a guest than in petting 
a dinner at the cost of discomfort to all in the 
house, guests included. 

The story of the sisters in Bethany shows 
us how a true woman is to do a true woman’s 
work, whatever that work may be, by attend- 
ing to it at the proper time, and not seeming 
to be worried over it, or about anything else. 
It shows us, moreover, how not to be effi- 
cient as a housekeeper through worrying and 
fretting. 

Here is also a lesson for men in their 
sphere, as well as for women in theirs, ‘*A 
double-minded man [or a man cumbered 
with a divided purpose] unstable [and there- 
fore ineffective) in all his ways’? (Jas. 1: 8). 
Man or woman is really efficient in choosin 
and in attending to the one thing needfi 
for that hour. ‘The Bible record is clear on 
that point, whatever preachers or commen- 
tators, or thoughtless business men, or in- 
efficient housewives, may say on the subject. 





From Dr. J. R: Miller’s Personal Letters 





Selections from fifty or more of the choicest of Dr. J. R. Miller’s intimate 
letters on soul problems will be published in the Times during 1914. Peo- 
ple from all over the world sought Dr. Miller’s help on questions about 
their life work, their religious doubts, their deep sorrows, problems of 
Christian service, of home difficulties, of marriage, and a thousand other 
personal concerns, Such a surprising range of life interests is covered in 
the letters to be published in these columns that a need of your own or that 
of a friend is likely to be met by Dr. Miller’s ‘‘ golien pen.” 


‘4. The Joy of Talking with.,God | 


AM glad to have your letter this morn- 
ing, and especially so because it is so 
full of encburagement and’ good cheer. 

You know I think: that ‘good chéer' is not 
only half of-every beautiful life, but when 
one is sick is fully half of the cure. Always 
keep your face toward the light, toward hope. 
Never yield to discouragement, whatever the 
ciicumstances may be. I write to you to-day 
especially to try to answer the question 
which you raise with regard.to prayer. You 
say that in the past, when you have prayed, 
you have finished it with a feeling of relief, 
as if you said, ‘‘ Well, I am glad that is 
done.’’ The difficulty, it seems to me, is in 
this, that prayer has been to you a sort of 
task, something that needed to be done 
merely as a duty, something in which there 
was a merit in the act and not in the real 
experience. I want to help you if I can pos- 
sibly do so to get away from all this feeling. 

Let me illustrate. If you have a very dear 

friend, do you not like to sit down and talk 
with him quietly now and then? Do you 
regard it as a task, or as a pleasure? Take 
your husband, for example, ‘the closest and 
best friend: When you have your little talk 
in the morning before he goes to business, 
when it is over do you heave a sigh of relief 
and say, ‘‘I am glad that’s over.’’ Then in 
the evéning, when he comes in from his 
duties, and you sit down together for a quiet 
hour at the dinner table or for your evening 
talk, do you have the same feeling? Does 
it seem to you that you are simply fulfilling 

a duty, something that you have to do be- 
cause you are his wife? I'am sure this is 
not the case. You enter with zest and glad- 
ness into the little talks. You never think 
of fixing periods for conversation merely be- 
cause you happen to be his wife. If this were 
the case, your marriage would be simply a 
farce. 

. The same is true in a measure of every 
good friend, every one you love. It gives 
you great joy to have talks with them. Or 
if there is some one care for and who is able 
to help you in your difficulties and your 
troubles, and you write to this person, is it 
a task—something you are glad to get through 
with? Or do you take delight in it? Is it 
a pleasure to you to write your letter unbur- 
dening your heart, asking your questions, and 
then again to read the letters which come in 
response ? 





I need not apply this. What I want to 
help you to understand is that Christ is your 
truest and best friend, Much as your husband 
loves: you, pure and true and ‘strong as his 
affection is, Christ’s love is deeper, stronger,, 
tenderer, more gentle, Then you, being a 
Christian, are Christ’s friend. That is, you 
have accepted his love, letting him into 
your heart, and have begun to love him in 
return, Religion really narrows itself down 
to'a- single statement—‘‘ Christ and I are 
friends.’’ If you think of this a little, and 
begin to realize what Christ is to you, you 
will not look upon prayer any longer as 
something to be done, merely as a devotee 
twirls her beads on the string saying her lit- 
tle prayers, but as a joy, a delight. Prayer 
is simply your little talk with Christ, as 
you woufd sit down with any dear, tender, 
close and trusted human friend for a little 
talk. 

Of course the friendship is not equal—for 
Christ is infinitely stronger than you, wiser 
than you and greater, and you come to him 
for help, to lay your burdens upon him, to 
bring questions to him, to seek strength and 
comfort from him. For example, just now 
he is your true Physician. However much 
you may trust the doctors who are caring for 
you, remember always that all healing is 
divine healing, that human physicians, with 
all their wisdom and skill, can do nothing 
save as Christ blesses the means they use. 
You go to him, therefore, to ask him to take 
charge of your case, to bless the physicians 
and the means they use. Then you go to 
him for other things also,—for comfort, for 
encouragement, for cheer. John lay upon 
Christ’s bosom, nestling there on that dark 
night of his sorrow, when he knew the Mas- 
ter was to be taken away from him. That is 
the way you may rest, nestling in the bosom 
of Christ, enfolded by his strong arms. 

I have said enough aow to help you to 
think this matter through for yourself. Iam 
sure when you realize that Christ and you 
are friends, close, tender friends, —that Christ 
is your infinite helper as well as your Saviour, | 
—you will not have any more trouble in 
praying. You will be eager to sit down at 
his feet, as Mary sat, listening to his words. 
or to lie upon his breast, as John did, catch- 
ing every whisper that fell from his lips. 

I am glad to write to you, and I want to 
help you. Tell me anything you want. 


Write as freely as you will. May God always 
bless you. 
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Are You 
Getting Big Returns 
in Your Bible Study? 


A notable issue of The Sunday School Times will 
be published January 24, 1914. It will be a 
special “‘ Bible Study Number,” in which will be 
considered a wide range of topics in this important 
field. Just the help you have needed in your per- 
sonal Bible study or in your Sunday-school work 
may be included in one of the special features which 
are here announced to appear in this number. 


F. B. Meyer’s Plan for the Morning Watch 


An article on ‘‘ Beginning the Day with the Bible’’ by a spir- 
itual leader widely known and loved in the Christian world. 
Mr. Meyer will tell of the methods of using the Bible in the 
** Morning Watch’’ which have been most fruitful in his own 
experience, and will show how these simple methods may be 
adopted by the ordinary Bible reader. 


How We Study the Bible 


A half dozen or more of the readers of The Sunday School 
Times who have found the Bible a living Book will tell in short 
articles what method they have found most fruitful in their daily 
study of the Word. 


The “Little General”? Who Wins Souls 


**T have studied him with a cold journalistic eye, and some of 
the unbiased judgments thus formed are here set down.’’ Thus 
Mr. W. Woodford Rock speaks of his sketch of his friend the 
** Little General,’’ ‘who is well known as the leader in the world- 
wide work of the Pocket Testament League, and yet which is 
but a part of his service in Bible study. 


The Bible as a Lesson Help | 


wilk be discussed by the Editor in the department of Notes on 
Open Letters in a way that will suggest how to use lesson helps 
most effectively. - 


How Bible Memorizing is Coming into Its Own 
will be told by George ‘IT. B. Davis, who is doing a remarkable 
work in calling the attention of Christians to the blessing of 
committing the Word to memory, and thus. “laying it up in 
the heart.’’ 


Are You Acquainted with the Times Advertisers ? 
The advertising columns of The Sunday School Times are in- 
tended to be a real contribution to the needs of its readers, as 
well as the reading columns. Announcements of useful reference 
and Bible study books, of Bible Correspondence Courses and 
Bible Institutes which will be included in this number should 
prove a valuable guide for the needs of Bible students. 


What Men Think of Bible Study , 


When a man of to-day is approached on the subject of Bible 
study, it is not unusual to find that his mind turns at once to the 
remarkable ‘‘ Organized Adult Bible Class Movement’’ of which 
he has heard. ‘‘ Bible Class Methods of Success’’ will have a 
place in this special number. 


A layman who is pursuing with great interest a widely known 
Bible correspondence course tells what the plan is meaning to 
him in his personal Bible study, and suggests various methods 
that may be used in following a course of this kind. How to 
relate the study to devotional Bible reading, to the Sunday- 
school lesson, and to other lines of Bible work that may require 
one’s time, is considered. 


What Can be Gained from a Bible Correspondence Course ? 


Will you let this special Bible Study Number of the Times 
help you or your friends to make the study of the Book a 
regular and life-giving part of each new day? 
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BRAIN FAG 


Horsford’s Acid Phosphate is 
especially recommended for 
restoring brain. force or ner- 


vous energy, in all cases where 


the nervous system has been 
reduced below the normal 
standard-by overwork. 


Horsford’s 
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BECOME 
A NURSE 


HE Chautauqua 
School of Nursing 
has trained thousands 
of women in their own 
homes to earn $10 to 
$25 a week as nurses. 
Send for a copy ot 
**How | Became a 
Nurse’’ and our 
Year Book—248 pages, 
with actual experiences of Chautauqua Nurses. Forty- 
eight specimen lesson pages sent free toallinguirers. 


The Chautauqua School of Nursing 
286 Main St. Telrtesett Vear. Jamestown, N. Y. 
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WRITE FOR CIRCULAR S. S. 


489 Fifth Avenue, New York 


First Mortgage for the small imvestor to net 
6% interest. 
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bank rate of 3%. 
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Children at Home 





The Little Gray Robbers 
By Anne Porter Johnson 
‘ 

: place this winter,’’ said Arthur, put- 
- ting his basket down on the top step 
of the stairs and stopping a moment to rest. 
‘* Last year I put them in the shed and some 
one stole a good share of them. I don’t 

want that to happen again.’’ 

He picked up the heavy basket and tugged 
it up the second stairway to the attic. ‘I 
would like to see any one get them up 
here,’’ he went on, looking around for a 
good place to spread them. ‘*No one can 
climb up to these windows, and if he could, 
he would have hard work squeezing in, 
they ’re so small.’ 

He spread his nuts carefully, giving them 
plenty of space, so they would dry nicely 
without moulding. When father came home, 
Arthur took him to see the fine lot of nuts. 

‘*'They’re fine nuts, to be sure,’’ ex- 
claimed father, ‘*Open the windows six 
inches or more, Arthur. ‘They’ll dry in 
better shape if there’s more air in the attic, 
See? That keeps the air stirring,’’ he con- 
tinued, as Arthur opened the windows. 

‘* They’ll be sate up here, father ?’’ 

‘*Yes, indeed, perfectly safe!’’ replied 
father. ‘*A thief would have quite a time 
getting through these small windows.”’ 

The next day Arthur received a letter from 
his Uncle John, asking him to spend the 
winter vatation at the big farmhouse on the 
hill. Arthur had visited at Uncle John’s in 
the summer, but never in the winter, and he 
was very much excited about going. It was 
a chance to find out whether the stories were 
true which George and Dick told about 
coasting from the top of that wonderful hill 
away down to the creek that ran along just 
at the beginning of the woods. 

**I’m glad I have my nuts: safely put 
away,’’ he said to his mothe¢ as he started 
on his way to the station. ; 

 Wesy to worry about 
them. They'll be just right for éating when 
you get back,’’ said his mother. 

There was plenty of fun at Uncle John’s— 
winter sports of all kinds, Arthur- found 
that the stories about -coasting: the whole 
length of that hill down to the creek were 
really true. Every evening the boys would 
sit around the big fireplace in the sitting- 
room and crack nuts, and this would make 
Arthur think of the fine lot safely stored in 
the attic at home, 

For two or three days after he came home 
he was kept busy telling his father and mother 
about the skating, sleigh-riding, coasting, 
and other winter fun at the farm, One day 
he suddenly thought of his nuts and ran up 
to the attic. There was surely something 
wrong with that pile of nuts! He called 
down-stairs, thinking that perhaps his father 
and mother had become nut-hungry during 
his visit at Uncle John’s. 

‘*No,’’ replied his mother, **we haven’t 
been in the attic at all!”’ 

Arthur was puzzled. What had become 
of the missing nuts? Nothing had been 
touched, so far as he could teil, excepting 
the nuts. The windows were open just as 
he had left them. He studied over it until 
his father came home from work. The two 
went up to solve the puzzle. Arthur’s father 
looked. atthe nuts,-and then up among the 
rafters, and away at one end of the attic he 
saw two bright eyes watching him. ‘Oh, 
ho!’’ he exclaimed. ‘* Why, Mr, Squirrel 
has moved in. See?’’ pointing to the little 
gray body perched on a rafter. 

** How did he get in?’’ gasped Arthur. 

**T guess we can’t blame him, Arthur, 
It’s our fault. We made it very easy for 
him, See the old apple-tree there, and the 
fine limb that reaches to the window? All 


he had to do was to walk in and find his: 


winter supplies all ready for him. There’s 
likely more than one little gray robber around 
this attic. Shall we chase them out?”’ 
Arthur thought a moment. ‘It is such a 
nice home for them, father, and the snow 
outside is so cold. And you know it’s very 
hard to be asked to move right in the middle 
of winter. I—I think we’ll let them stay. 
T’ll leave some of the nuts forthem. It seems 
that I just have to share my nuts with other 
folks,’’ added Arthur, laughing. 
REYNOLDSBURG, OHIo, 


’'M eo Bh put these nuts in; a safe: 








ar 








Series of New Birthday Folders, 
Cradle Roll and Beginners’ Post Cards 


(Lesson for January 25) JAN. 10, 1914 











The Westminster Series New Birthday Post Cards ; 
- For the Cradle Roll and Beginners’ Departments 
the purpose have been used as originals for these cards. 


The most exquisite designs ever red for 
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A ‘‘Minute-Men” Meeting 


(Continued from page 20) 


Part Two takes up the remaining time 
of the hour. Often there is no time left, 
not even for the pastor, who has of course 
made a special study of the particular 
subject. It is known that both the home 
and foreign missionary boards of all the 
denominations assign monthly subjects 
covering their fields. These are used in 
alternation as the theme for Part Two, 
Then the ladies’ missionary society con- 
siders at their meeting for that month the 
subject which was not used at the con- 
gregational prayer-meeting. That is, if 
the church studied the foreign subject in 
January, the ladies had the home topic 
for that month. The next year in Jan- 
uary the subjects will be reversed, the 


| congregation will take up ‘the home sub- 


ject and the ladies’ meeting will have 
the foreign. In this manner both the 
congregation and the ladies’ society will 
have for particular study each home and 
foreign field in the course of two years. 
There can be no monotony, neither can 
there be a neglect of any field, since each 
foreign country is briefly considered 
monthly, as has been outlined in Part 
One with the ‘‘ minute men.’’ Any one 
can take part when the general subject 
for the evening has been reached. There 
is naturally a desire for the later speakers 
| to be as interesting as the earlier ones, 
j-and this--friendly rivalry works for the 


| good of the meeting. The plan works for 


| 
| 


the good of missions. A Christian will 
both give and pray according te his knowl- 
edge. The ‘‘ minute men”’ prayer-meet- 
ing at least will result in furnishing the 
information concerning. the entire mis- 
sionary activity of the particular denomi- 
nation. A goodly number will take a 
helpful part, and they are surely being | gga 





trained for larger service at home, if not 
on the mission field itself, 

Some of the denominations have their 
mission stations in only a few countries, 
or even in only one country. . But they 
have numerous central stations in that 
country, and care for many villages sur- 
rounding each central station. : In follow- 
ing this ‘plan, let _a speaker be appointed 
for each different center of work in’ each 
of the countries where your church is 
active. Then you can also have « min- 
ute men" for the various home mission 
fields in your church, and thus cover 
the entire missionary activity of your de- 
nomination, both at home and abroad, at 
every monthly missionary prayer-meet- 
ing. 

CamDEN, N, J. 
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